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ABSTRACT

A stirring implement preferably articulated to fold in half and adapted to be

releasably positioned on a lid of a container, having at least one storage

compartment adapted to contain solid or liquid contents, the implement having a

stirring end and a dispensing end, the dispensing end comprising a release

means wherein the solid or liquid contents can be released from the

compartment into a container and mixed with any contents of the container with

the stirring end.
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DISPENSING STIRRING IMPLEMENT

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to stirring implements in particular but not exclusively to a

stirring implement which has storage compartments for containing solid or liquid

substances which can be released or dispensed into a liquid or drink base,

typically hot water and wherein the stirring implement can be adapted to fit to a

lid of the container containing the drink base.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION PRIOR ART

There is a general inconvenience associated with beverages sold in disposable

containers requiring the addition of sugar or artificial sweetener or like

substances to liquids and then having to stir to dissolve them.

For example, a customer in a caf6 being served a coffee on a saucer is in

danger, if the waitress is not careful, that the teaspoon does not slip off the

saucer and onto the ground. The customer when using sugar sachets, tears off

the end and pours in the sugar and often accidentally spills sugar granules. The

used sachets are blown by wind and contribute to general litter. Teaspoons and

sugar sachets are also prone to theft and are an added expense to any

establishment. The staff has to collect the cups, saucer and the teaspoons and

has to remove the used sachets off the ground. The teaspoon is then handled

again and separately placed in a dishwasher to be washed, taken out of the



dishwasher and polished. It is then moved to a location, ready for placement on

another saucer.

The current invention seeks to enable the establishment owner to provide a

stirring implement by which the consumer can sweeten the coffee and stir it, and

wherein the waiter then merely collects and disposes of the used stirring

implement.

In another example, customers buy takeaway coffee in disposable cups and

often request sugar. The customer then has to transport the paper coffee cup,

usually with a plastic lid, sugar sachets and a plastic teaspoon or wooden stirrer.

Sometimes the consumer is juggling his order with other items such as food,

laptops or bags and this can result in an accident involving hot liquids which can

be dangerous if small children are also involved.

The current invention includes a system of adding sugar and coffee or other

powdered or granule-like substances to a liquid and utilising the stirring

implement to then stir the liquid which is both convenient and time saving. The

present invention is intended to be interesting to use and to avoid wastage, mess

and theft.

At present, sugar is normally served in either sachets, in a sugar pourer or sugar

bowl. In the case of takeaway beverages, the consumer is usually provided with

a sachet of sugar and a plastic or wooden stirrer. Over a period of time, sugar



gets damp and lumpy in the pourer or bowl and there is the further issues of

hygiene with the sugar bowl, and wastage with the pourer. Teaspoons get stolen

or are lost. Time is needed to collect, wash and polish teaspoons, bowls and

pourers. Sweeteners such as sugar contained in sachets sitting on tables for too

long can go hard or are often pilfered. There are inconveniences to the

consumer with prior art methods of sweetening drinks. The need for a teaspoon

as a measure is not required today as sugar is rarely served today in a bowl.

STATEMENT OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the invention resides in an elongated stirring implement having at

least one storage compartment adapted to contain solid or liquid contents, the

implement having a stirring end and an opposed dispensing end, the dispensing

end comprising a release means wherein the solid or liquid contents can be

released from the compartment into a container and mixed with any contents of

the container with the stirring end.

In another aspect, the invention resides in a closure member for a beverage

container, the closure member adapted to releasably house a stirring implement

in a folded position, wherein in use, the stirring implement is removed from the

closure member and unfolded to stir contents of the container.

Preferably the closure member has an aperture through which the stirring

implement can be inserted and used to stir the contents without having to remove

the closure member from the container.



In preference, the stirring implement is of a configuration or shape adapted to be

releasably gripped by a complimentarily configured portion of the lid to the

container.

In a more preferred version, the stirring implement has an articulated stirring end

or can be folded back on to itself such that the implement does not extend

beyond the perimeter of the lid, thereby preventing its accidental dislodgment

from the lid or causing the dislodgment of the lid itself from the container.

Preferably, where the stirring implement has two compartments and is used to

dispense different types of contents, the release means of each compartment

can be operated to release its contents independently

Preferably the compartments have soft walls whereby they can be squeezed

along the length of the compartments to control the amount of contents to be

dispensed.

Typically, the contents of the container is a liquid into which solid substances can

be dispensed from the stirring implement and mixed into the liquid using the

stirring end.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the invention be better understood and put into practical

effect, reference will now be made to the accompanying drawings wherein:



Figures 1, 2 and 3 show a preferred embodiment of the invention,

Figure 4 shows a preferred closure member of the invention.

Figures 5 -9 show the stirring implement of Figure 1 in use with the closure

member of Figure 4,

Figures 10-15 show detail of the stirring implement of Figures 5-9

Figures 16a 16cc show another embodiment of the invention, and

Figures 17a 17c show the invention of Figure 1 releasably housed in a lid of a

drink container.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to Figures 1, 2 and 3, there is shown a preferred embodiment of

the invention in the form of a stirring implement 10, which is foldable. The stirring

implement is shown in the folded position in Figure 1 wherein there is a storage

compartment 10 a to contain stored contents, preferably sugar.

The dispensing end of the implement includes release means preferably in the

form of a flip-open lid 10 Ob.

Also shown is the stirring end 10c, 10d in the folded position folded underneath

the stirring implement.

Figure 2 shows the stirring implement of Figure 1 wherein the stirring end 

has been folded out in the first extended position, which is preferably



adapted to stir contents of a container of a depth sufficient for the stirring end to

be folded out only once.

Figure 3 shows the stirring implement with the stirring end completely unfolded to

be used for stirring contents in containers deeper than that shown for Figure 2.

Figure 4 shows a preferred closure means 20 for use with the stirring implements

of Figures 1 The closure means is in the form of a vacuum molded, plastic or

polystyrene cap to a paper, plastic or polystyrene container. The lid 20 has a

specially configured portion 20a in the form of a longitudinal indentation or a

central groove into which the stirring implement of Figure 1 can be inserted in the

folded position. The lid also has a frangible portion 20b which can be perforated

to form an aperture into which the stirring implement can be inserted to stir the

contents of the container (not shown) without having to remove the lid.

Figures 5 9 show the closure member 20 or lid of Figure 4 attached to a

container 22. The lid is shown to house the stirring implement 10 of Figure 1 in

the folded position. Figure 2 shows the removal of the stirring implement from

the substantially central indention 20a of the lid.

Figure 7 shows the insertion of the stirring implement 10 into the aperture 20b of

the frangible portion of the lid so that the contents into the container can be

stirred without having to remove the lid, 



Figure 8 shows the flip-top release means lOb of the stirring implement 10 so

that sugar or other contents of the stirring implement can be deposited into the

container 22 without having to remove the lid via the perforated aperture 

Figure 9 shows the insertion of the stirring implement 10 into the aperture 20a so

that the closure member or lid 20 can be sealed to some extent by the stirring

implement. In this position, the stirring implement 10 can also be used to stir the

contents of the container.

Figures 10- 15 show further detail of the stirring implement 10 of Figure 1,

wherein Figure 11 shows the flip-lid 1 Ob of the storage compartment 1 Oa in the

open position in order to dispense sugar or other condiments contained in the

stirring implement. Figure 12 shows the stirring end 10c, 10d being unfolded

from the storage compartment portion lOa.

Figure 13 shows the stirring end 10c, 10 Od folded in the operational position

wherein only a single section 10 Oc of the stirring implement can be used to stir the

contents of containers which have a corresponding depth.

Figure 14 shows the stirring implement 10 being unfolded completely so that the

entire length of the stirring implement is deployed wherein the stirring implement

in the fully operational position shown in Figure 15 can be used to stir the

contents of containers of a deeper depth.



Referring now to Figures 16a 16c, there is shown another stirring implement

110 according to the present invention. The stirring implement has a stirring end

112 in the shape of a spoon and one or more storage compartments 113, 114,

115. The dispensing end of the implement includes release means 116, 118,

120 preferably in the form of flip open caps or lids which allow contents from the

compartments to be released into a liquid or drink base. The stirring implement

is preferable articulated 122 substantially at its midsection to allow the stirring

implement to fold back on itself as shown by Figure 16c.

Referring now to Figures 17a 17c, there is shown the stirring implement of

Figures 16a 16c according to the second aspect of the invention. The stirring

implement 110 is releasably positioned in a lid 126 to the container 128.

The lid 126 has a specially configured portion 126a, preferably in the form of a

substantially central groove or indentation into which the folded stirring implement

110 can be located.

Preferably the stirring implement 110 is releasably gripped by the groove 126a in

the lid 126 with a mild interference fitting. The indentation or groove is configured

to accommodate the spoon shaped stirring end by having complementarily

configured recesses 126b, 126c on either side of the groove. The container 128

typically contains a liquid typically hot water as a drink base into which a

substance typically instant tea or coffee and sugar can be dispensed from the

stirring implement 110.



In one preferred version, the present invention is a plastic stirrer in the form of a

teaspoon with the sugar contained in a compartment incorporated into the handle

to be used in coffee shops and restaurants and the like for sit-down and

takeaway beverages. Preferably it will hold the equivalent of two teaspoons of

sugar and it will be a simple matter to flip open the end of the handle which

comprises compartments and pour in enough sugar to the consumer's taste. It is

envisioned that this will be a new and interesting way to add sugar to whatever

beverage is being consumed, thereby adding to the experience and value of the

beverage. It will be a quick and easy solution for the vendor to dispense sugar

and will save time and money. If the consumer wants to add 1.5 teaspoons of

sugar to their coffee, they can simply flip the lid and hold the spoon three

quarters of the way down the handle to compress the contents and pour. The flip

lid then can be closed to prevent any further sugar being spilled.

The concept of the present invention could also be used for a number of other

dispensable products, for example, paint concentrate, baby formula, vitamins,

medicines, coffee, milk powder and basically any product which can be added to

a liquid and stirred.

VARIATIONS

It will of course be realised that while the foregoing has been given by way of

illustrative example of this invention, all such and other modifications and



variations thereto as would be apparent to persons skilled in the art are deemed

to fall within the broad scope and ambit of this invention as is herein set forth.

Throughout the description and claims this specification the word "comprise" and

variations of that word such as "comprises" and "comprising", are not intended to

exclude other additives, components, integers or steps.



CLAIMS

1. An elongated stirring implement having at least one storage

compartment adapted to contain solid or liquid contents, the

implement having a stirring end and an opposed dispensing end,

the dispensing end comprising a release means wherein the solid

or liquid contents can be released from the compartment into a

container and mixed with any contents of the container with the

stirring end.

2. A stirring implement as claimed in claim 1 wherein, the stirring

implement is of a configuration or shape adapted to be releasably

gripped by a complimentarily configured portion of a lid to the

container.

3. A stirring implement as claimed in claim 2 wherein, the stirring

implement has an articulated stirring end or can be folded back on

to itself such that the implement does not extend beyond the

perimeter of the lid, thereby preventing its accidental dislodgment

from the lid or causing the dislodgment of the lid itself from the

container.

4. A closure member for a beverage container, the closure member

adapted to releasably house a stirring implement in a folded

position, wherein in use, the stirring implement is removed from the

closure member and unfolded to stir contents of the container.

A closure member as claimed in claim 4 having an aperture through

which the stirring implement can be inserted and used to stir the



12

contents without having to remove the closure member from the

container.
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