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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that i, THOMAs B. HUNT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented a certain new and 
useful improvement in Card-Boxes for 
Railroad-Cars, of which the following is a 
full, clear, concise, and exact description, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to card boxes for 

railroad cars. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

Water-proof card box for the reception and 
retaining of cards-more particularly those 
known as M. C. B. cards, and one adapted to 
retain the card regardless of the position of 
the car to which the said card box is at 
tached, as for instance when a car is over 
turned in discharging its load, or acciden 
tally over-turned. 

In the drawings forming a part of this 
specification Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of a card box embodying my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section thereof on line 
2-2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a cross section on 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
In the drawings 4 represents a hollow box, 

preferably rectangular in shape, and suit 
ably designed to receive any form of card, 
the said box being provided with means of 
securing the same to the side of a railroad 
car, said means preferably comprising the 
lugs 5, 5 extended from the sides 6, 6 of 
said box, said lugs having the perforations 
7, 7 for the reception of screws, and the 
rear side 8 of said box being provided with 
the perforation 9 to receive a screw. 
The bottom 10 of the box 4 is downwardly 

and outwardly beveled so as to maintain the 
card 32 in the position illustrated in Fig. 
2 of the drawings, in which the bottom end 
of the card rests near the outer face of the 
box, and the upper end of the card rests 
against the rear inner face of the box. The 
box is provided at its upper end with the 
lugs 11, 11, the lid 12 being provided with 
similar lugs 13, 13; all of said lugs being 
perforated for the reception of the pin 14, 
thus forming a hinged connection between 
the lid 12 and the box 4. The upper for 
Ward face of the box is provided with an 
opening 15, which is surrounded by a box 

like forwardly projecting member 16 formed 
by the upper plate 17, the side plates 18, 18 
and a bottom plate 19. --- 
The bottom plate 19 is downwardly in 

clined, the upper plate 17 being preferably 
of a lesser width than the bottom plate, and 
the side plates 18, 18 connecting the same are 
preferably of a greater width at the lower 
end than at the upper end. The upper plate 
17 is provided on its upper face with a 
groove 20 extending the length thereof, 
which groove joins at either end with an up 
right groove 21 provided on the outer face 
of each of the sides 18 of the member 16. 
The lower plate 19 is provided with a per 
foration 22 extending through the same, and 
the bottom of the box. 10 is provided near 
its forward edge with a perforation 23 ex 
tended therethrough. 
The lid 12 of the box comprises a plate 24, 

having at its lower edge the lug 25 to permit 
the easy lifting of the same, the said plate 
having at its upper ends the inwardly 
turned flange 26 and at its sides the in 
wardly turned flanges 27, 27. When the lid 
is in closed position, as illustrated in Fig. 2 
of the drawings, the flange 26 covers the top 
plate 17 of the member 16, and the side 
flanges 27, 27 of the lid engage the outer 
faces of the side plates 18 of the member 
16. The said flanges 27, 27 conform in shape 
to the side plates 18, 18 so that when the 
lid is closed the inner edges 28 of the 
fianges 27, 27 engage the forward side of 
the box 4 along the surfaces indicated by the 
numeral 29 and adjacent the forwardly pro 
jecting member 16. 
The hinging of the lid at the top of the 

box in the manner described, and the shape 
of the same, as hereinbefore described, 
causes the weight of the lid to maintain 
the lid in its closed position. The fitting of 
the flanges of the lid about the forwardly 
projecting member 16 makes the box 4. 
when closed by the lid 12 waterproof. If 
by any chance, however, moisture should en 
ter between the lid and box the groove 20 in 
the upper plate 17 is adapted to convey the 
same to the downward grooves 21 in the side 
plates 18, 18, and thus discharge said mois 
ture without permitting the same to enter 
the box 4, and if by any further chance the 
moisture should enter the interior of the 
projecting member 16 the same will gather 
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on the downwardly inclined lower plate 19 
and be discharged through the perforation 
22 therein. The opening 23 in the bottom 
of the box is designed to permit the escape 
of any sand or grit that may accidentally 
enter the box at times when cards are being 

- the top Placed in or removed from said box. 

face of the box immediately below the open 
ing 15 is provided with an inwardly pro 
jecting transverse rib 30 to assist in keeping 

: the card from entering the opening 15 
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should the car to which the box is applied 
be over-turned. At its upper end the rear 
interior face of the box is provided with 
vertical ribs 31, 31, which cause the card 32 
to be slightly removed from the rear inte 
rior face of the box so as to enable the easy 
removal of the card when its removal is de 
sired. - - 

It will be apparent from the foregoing 
that a card placed within my card box can 
not be accidentally removed in any position 
the card box may assume; that the weight of 
the cover will keep the box closed in any of 
the normal positions of the box when attached 
to the car; that the closure of the lid about 
the forwardly projecting member 16 makes 
a waterproof joint as the flanges of the lid 
fit snugly about the member 16, and that the contingency of leakage is provided for in 
such manner by the grooves 20 and 21 and 
the perforation 22 in the downwardly in 
clined member 19 that the card within the 

35 box 4 must be dry at all times, thus guarded 

preferable construction the forward 
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against destruction, and the memorandum 
thereon against defacement or obliteration. 
I claim:- 
1. A card box of the character described, 

comprising, a hollow member provided with 
an opening on the front side thereof near 

through which a card may be in 
serted and removed, said member having its 
bottom wall inclined downwardly and out 
wardly and provided also with a trans 
versely extending rib below the lower edge 
of the opening on the front side thereof, 
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whereby a card within the box will nor 
mally be inclined with its upper edge away 
from the opening. - - - - - - - 

2. A card box of the character described, 
comprising a hollow member having an 
opening therein near the top on the front 
face thereof through which a card may be 
inserted and readily removed, said member 
being provided with an outwardly extended 
box like flange surrounding said opening, 
said flange having the side portions thereof 
inclined downwardly and outwardly and a 
lid pivotally connected to the said member 
at the top thereof, said lid having flanges on 
top and sides thereof fitting over the box like flange surrounding the opening where 
by to close said opening and prevent rain 
or the like entering within the box. 

- THOMAS B. HUNT. 
Witnesses: . . . . 

ELEANOR L. NASH, 
JoEIN A. MARTINIKUS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D.C.' 
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