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To all whom. it may concern:

™~

Be is known that I, Homzr E. AsHORAPT,™

a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Davenport, county of -Scott, and
State of Towa, have invented an Improve-
ment in Locking Devices, of which the fol-

. lowing is a specification.

The invention described herein may be

 used by the Government, or any of its offi-
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cers or employees in prosecution of work
for the Government, or by any other per-
son in the United States, without payment
to me of any royalty thereon. :
_ This invention relates to cover fastening
devices and has special reference to means
for securely locking the cover of 'a box,
chest or the like in closed position such
means being so designed that the cover may
be readily unlocked and removed.

This device is intended primarily as a sub-
stitute for the means formerly employed for
shipping arms and ammunition although it
will be understood that the invention is of
general application. Previously the cover
of the box was made secure by means of
iron bands, which were nailed in position
and by means of screws which were sealed
in place. It is evident that such construc-
tion consumes a great deal of time, and also
that the cover of the box is likely to be
broken and destroyed during the operation
of opening the box. By my invention, how-
ever, the cover of the box may be readily
locked in closed position and as readily
opened without any damage to the cover.

In the following specification reference is
made to the accompanying drawings, in
which :— _

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a box
with the cover in partially closed position:

Fig. 2 is an end view of the box showing
my improved device in locked position;

Fig. 3 is_an enlarged vertical sectional
view through the locking mechanism, and

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the pivoted
locker-arm. :

1 represents the body of the box of or-

dinary construction and for convenience of
description, it will be assumed to be a
wooden box, although it is evident that any
other appropriate material may be substi-
tuted. The box is composed of the usual
rectangular sections and the end; pieces 2

“usual liftin

and 8. The numeral 4 represents a detach-

"able cover, on one end of which is suitably

secured the angle plate 5 having the aper-
tures 6 which extend through both sides of
the angle plate at the line of intersection
of the wngle plate. .

To the end 2 of the box is secured the
angle plate 7 the flange 8 of which is adapt-
ed.to overlie and snugly fit the cover 4 when
the latter is placed on top of the box. To
the end 3 of the box is secured the handle
plate 9, to which is pivotally secured the
handle 10.

_The usual type of handle plate is pro-
vided ‘with a projecting portion shown at
11 having a socket in which the handle 10
is pivoted and also a pair of sockets located

above the handle socket and which are gen-'

erally not utilized. The second mentioned
sockets are utilized in this invention to piv-
otally support a loop, having a horizontal
portion 12 and upwardly. extending arms
13 and 14, to which arms are pivoted links
15 and 16 each having a hook-shaped upper
end. It is evident that special handle plates
of the type illustrated may be supplied in
case the handle of the box is not of the
type described. ’

Below the handle plate 9 a pivot plate 17
having an upwardly extending boss 18 is
secured to end 3 of the box. On the boss 18
is pivoted the arm 20, preferably, by means
of the fastening bolt and nut 19." The arm
20 has an outwardly curved lower end por-
tion which is adapted to engage the hori-
zontal portion 12 of the loop in order to
maintain the device in locked position, The
upper end of the arm 20 is provided with
the counter-sunk hole alining with a hole
near the upper end of plate 17, so that a lock
screw 22 may be passed through the aper-
tured arm and plate. The said screw may
be then sealed in position by placing a seal
in the countersunk hole so that the contents
of the box cannot be disturbed during ship-
ment without the breaking of the seal and
removal of the screw. :

In operation, one end of the cover 4 is
slipped - beneath the flange 8 of the angle
plate 7 and the cover 4 is then placed in flat
position on top of the box. .

The loop having the horizontal portion
12 is then raised until the hook portions of
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loop.

the links 15 and 16 engage in the apertures
6. The loop is then pushed to its lower posi-
tion flush with the end 3 of the box, and the
arm 20 is turned until its curved end 21 en-

ages over the horizontal portion 12 of the
% The screw 22 is glaced in position
through the arm 20 and plate 17 and a
proper seal is then placed above the head of
the screw and in the arm 20.

Having described my invention what I

claim as new and desireé to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is —

1. A fastening device for boxes or the like

having a handle plate, a pivot plate secured
to one end of the box immediately below said
handle plate, a loop pivoted to said handle
plate, a cover, means extending from said
loop for engaging the cover, an arm mount-
ed on said pivot plate for holding the loop

20 in locked position and means extending

‘the other end of the box, a
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through said arm and pivot plate for secur-
ing the arm in locked position. .

2. A fastening device for boxes or the like
having a handle plate, a pivot plate secured
to one end of the box linmediately below
said handle plate, a loop pivoted to said
handle plate, a cover, means extending from
said loop for engaging the cover and means
mounted on said pivot plate for holding
said loop in locked position.

8. A fastening device for boxes or the like
provided with a cover detachably secured at
one end, including a handle plate secured to
ivot plate se-
cured immediately below said handle plate,
a loop pivoted to said handle plate, means
extending from said loop for engaging the
cover and means mounted on the pivot plate
for holding the loop in locked position.
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