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This invention relates to an article holder 
and case more particularly adapted for use 
in connection with jewelry. An object of the 
present invention is to supply means for dis 

is placing the Snap or friction fit by which an 
article holding member and a casing membel', 
or two casing members for the holding men 
ber, are ordinarily held together, as in ar 
ticles of jewelry for example, by providing 

10 reliable and compact means for so positively 
locking the casing member to the article 
holding member as to afford ready access to 
the holding member and the article held 
thereby; and to avoid mutilation of the mem 

ls bers by the use of instruments to pry open 
the device which are necessitated by the 
present type of friction fastening for Such 
devices. Other objects are to incorporate 
such advantages as those recited, in a case 

so for a wrist watch or the like, which it is de 
sirable to open conveniently either by rais 
ing the bezel or back or both of then, and 
to provide means which will improve the ap 
pearance of the case and increase the desir 

25 ability of the same from a mechanical stand 
point. 
With these and other objects in view, my 

invention consists of certain features of con 
struction and combinations of parts to be 

30 hereinafter described and then claimed with 
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reference to the accompanying drawings 
showing a preferred embodiment of the in 
vention and in which 
Figure 1 is an elevation of a Wrist Watch 

showing the invention applied thereto; 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevation partly 

in section on the line II-II, Fig. 1, show 
ing the parts in two positions in full and 
broken lines respectively; 

Fig. 3 is a section similar to Fig. 2 to show 
the locking device free from in Ward com 
pression; 

Fig. 4 is a section on the line IV-IV, 
Fig. 2; 
f ig. 5 is a perspective view showing the 

unassembled main parts of a watch case ac 
cording to the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the locking 
bar; and 

Figs. 7 and 8 are detail views of a modi 
fication. 

Referring to the drawings, the holding 
member 10 is here shown in the form of a 
swing-ring of a watch for holding a Watch 
movement. Casing members 11 and 12 are 

Serial No. 748,976. 

provided, and where the case is adapted to 
contain a Watch movement the casing mem 
ber 11 constitutes the back of the watch and 
the casing member 12 is constructed to pro 
Yide a bezel for holding the watch crystal. 
The casing members 11 and 12 are pivotally 
connected with the holding member 10 by pintle 13. 
A locking bar 14 is provided which is 

mounted in an elongated recess 15 formed in 
the edge portion 16 of one of the, preferably 
four, sides of the holding member which in 
this embodiment constitutes a swing-ring. 
The ends of the elongated recess 15 open out 
at the opposite sides of holding member 10, 
and the locking bar 14 is fitted movably into 
the recess and is preferably the same length 
as the recess. Parallel sockets 17 are formed 
in the holding member or swing-ring 10 at 
the bottom of the recess 15 and in them are 
located helical extension springs 1S, the ends 
of which are adapted to bear upon the inner 
side of the locking bar 14. Stop-pins 19 are 
riveted or secured by a drive-fit in the hold 
ing member or Swing-ring 10 and extend 
across the recess 15 so as to be received in 
transverse slots 20 formed in the opposite 
ends of the locking bar. 

Locking bar 15 is provided with a central 
depression 21 in its outer portion, and is 
preferably in the form of a longitudinal 
groove in the said outer portion of the bar. 
Abutton 22 is located at approximately the 
mid-length of the locking bar 14 and is pro 
vided with a stem 23 which passes through 
the groove 21 and is threaded into or other 
wise Secured rigidly to the locking bar. At 
the opposite sides of the longitudinal groove 
21 in the locking bar, the locking bar is pro 
vided with substantially beveled surfaces 24, 
25 which are inclined in opposite directions 
from the groove, such beveled surfaces being 
specifically shown in the drawings as some 
what rounded, it being this rounded surface 
portion of the bar which in the illustrated 
form of the invention is projected just be 
yond the straight edge of the edge portion 16 
of the holding member by means of the 
springs 18, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. 
The casing member 11 or watch case back 

is provided with a flange 26 and the casing 
member 12 or the bezel is provided with a 
flange 27, and these two flanges are adapted 
to meet edge to edge around the holding 
member or Swing-ring 10. The flanges 26, 
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27 are respectively provided with inner pro 
tuberances 2S, 29 which are preferally 
formed by small fillets which produce 
straight slight lips (; said fianges and Wiich 
preferably meet when the meeting edges of 
the flanges abut. Flanges 26, 27 are also 
respectively plovided with circillar notches 
30, 31 which form a hole when the fit S 
are closed together and through which hole 
the button 22 is operable to release either Ol' 
both casing ileinlei's, oil the lack ()' exei Ol' 
both the back and the bezel (if a watch case, 
for example. 

In the example shown the casing incial e. 

() i.earing-ears 33 at the opposite end. ." 
four arms 34 are provided which have trin 
hions 35 ligid there with and extending at 

e light angles thei'eto. each alii) and its 
trunnion 35 constituting a hinge. The train 
nions 35 are mounted in the bearing-eai's 32. 
33 at each end of the casing enjer or bezei 
12, So that the aims 3-1 is a y lie Sivig 
around the axes of the ilihinions. In ?ider 
to hold the arms 34 apart in pai's a spring 
36 is provided which is adapted to act on 
locking pins 37 to project their ends out 
Wardly f'(in a sleeve 38 in which the spring 
and the locking pins are alranged, the Outer 
ends of the locking pins entering 
tions 39 in the free ends of the arms. 34. The 
hinges and their ci'OS:-pins such as 3,38, for 
example, constitute attaching member's, 

: fly 
; i. When the just described hinge featu 

present invention is applied to : Wii 
for example, but not recessarily, the flexible 
members 40, 41 constitute two-part 
let strap, the parts of the stra) bei 
nectable by means of a buckle 4:2. l. 
adaptation of the said hinge feature it 
be seen that the customary cumber 
objectionable rigid lugs for the 
of the bracelet straps of a 
done away with as they have been found 
very objectionable in that they are liabic to 
breakage and protrude it necessarily. Un 
der the present invention the hinges 3-4, 35 
permit the Stl’aps 40, 41 to more nearly con 
form to the wrist of a person at the points 
where they fasten to the case, and when a 
Wrist is comparatively small tile las 34 of 
the hinges will be swung inwardly, as shown 
in full lines in Fig. 2, by the tightening up 
of the straps, and if a wrist be larger the 
arms 34 will assume an Outward position. 
The dotted lines in Fig. 2 show the airns 34. 
in extreme oppositely extended position, 
which position they may sometimes be re 
quired to take. It will. however, be seen 
that these Swingabie ains 34 do not protrude 
to such an extent that they are apt to be 
broken, as ai'e rigid climbersome lugs. 

It will be seen that the attaching member 

1,629,040 

locked end of the case is pivoted to one side 
of the locking ball button 22 and that the 
said cross-pin together with the material of 
the ficxile helix' ol' sti'a) secured thereto 
are so close to the but on that a guard 
ag: inst the operation of the button is pro 
vided. It is necessary to turn the case 
: l'Ouid fo: depressing the button by a finger 
(); it perSOil. 

Figs. and 8 illist'a e a modification of 
the ci'oss-pin betwee: the hingellenbei's. A 
sieeve 45 of resilient metal serves as a spacer 
ibetween the hinge embers, and takes the 
place of the sleeve 38. This sleeve 45 is cut 
iongitudinally at 4 (3, 4, to provide a longi 

c : A ; 

Elidinal polition or 'llip 4S, which is bent or 
(lefol'ned in W: 'dly so as to project SOme 
what into the interior of the sleeve and to 
for a spring or Snap fastening. 
The cross-pin proper 49 is provided with 

in a nual groove 50 so that whenever the 
ii) is ); shed Stificiently into sleeve 45 the 
ictoriest portion 4S will snap into the 

50 and the pin 49 and the sleeve will 
c held together. In assen bling, the attach 
g meanbei 40, or 41, would first have the 
} :: eve 45 set therein, the end of said inem 

Wold be placed between the hinge 
isenbe's aid the sleeve registered with the 
(les lei?ein, and finally the pin 49 would 

ive in. The slap spring 4S would 
hold the paits together against acci 

: distinion, 
Clai is to the Sillies:t-}n attel of the lock 

jig i): I and SSociated parts illustrated in 
r - ". . . . . . 'e tide ii, lily co-pending 

No. 149.75S, filed November 
S. i ij (i. 

Eioin St. 

ing detailed description has 
for clearness of understanding 

S. and no indie limitation should ba de 
duced therefron, but the appended claims 
should be constilled as broadly as permis 
sible in view of the prior art. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Lette's Patent of the United States is:- 
1. in an article holder and case, the com 

inition of a holding hember adapted to 
hold a watch movement, pivoted casing 
j}le) bel's for enclosing the holding member, 
such holding member having one of its 
edges longitudinally recessed, a spring 
pressed log king member jounted entirely 

file holding membel within the recess 
movable bodily therein, such casing 
(l's each having in in Waldly extending 

liberance for interlocking with the lock 
ber. Whereby said casing members 

leasably held closed. '- 
in an a title holdel' and case, the com 

iii) tie). Of holding member adapted to 
hold a watch is Oveilent, and having an 

Ongit dinally recessed, a 
ing a mounted in the 

ple bodily therein, such 
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bar being longitudinally grooved, and a cas 
ing member having an inwardly extending 
protuberance for interlocking with the 
groove in said locking bar, whereby the cas 
ing member is releasably held closed. 

3. In an article holder and case, the com 
fination of a holding member adapted to 
hold a watch movement, and having an edge 
portion longitudinally recessed, an outward 
?y spring-pressed locking bar mounted in 
the recess, and movable bodily thereln, stop 
pins carried by the holding member and 
limiting the outward movement of said lock 
ing bar, and a casing member having a pro 
tuberance adapted to interlock with the 
locking bar for releasably holding the casing 
member in closed position. 
4. In an article holder and case, the com 

bination of a holding member adapted to 
hold a watch movement, a bezel, and a cas. 
ing member constituting a back for the 
movement, the holding member having a 
recess in its outer end, and a locking bar 
movably mounted in the recess of the hold 
ing neiber for joint engagement with the 
bezel and casing member, whereby the bezel 
and easing member may be separately 
locked in closed position on the holding 
en her and may be unlocked and separate 

the back of he watch movement. 
5. In an article holder and case, the com 

bination of a holding member constituting 
a swing-ring adapted to hold a watch move 
ent, a bezel, and a casing member consti 

tilting a back for the movement, all pivot 
ally joined together, a locking bar movably 
mounted on the Swing-ring for joint engage 
ent with the bezel and back, a spring con 

ly swing back to expose either the face or 

fined in the Swing-ring and bearing out 
Wardly upon the locking bar to project it 
slightly from the swing-ring, and the outer 
end flanges of the bezel and back having 
inner protuberances for engaging and de 
pressing the locking bar, whereby the bezel 
and back may be separately locked in closed 
position on the Swing-ring and may be un 
locked and Separately Swung back to expose 
either the face or the back of the Watch 
lmovement. 

6. In an article holder and case, the com 
bination of a holding member constituting 
a Swing-ring adapted to hold a watch move 
ment, a bezel, and a casing member consti 
tuting a back for the movement, all pivot 
ally joined together, the Swing-ring halving 
a recess in its end away from the pivot and 
a socket at the bottom of the recess, a lock 
ing bar movably mounted in the recess, a 
spring located in the socket for pressing on 
the bar and projecting its outer surface 
slightly beyond said end of the swing-ring, 
the said outer Surface being substantially 
beveled, and the bar having a depression in 
its projecting surface, and means for limit 
ing the outward movement of the bar, the 
outer end flanges of the bezel and back hav 
ing inner protuberances for bearing on the 
beveled surfaces for depressing the locking 
bar, whereby the bezel and back may be sep 
arately locked in closed position on the 
swing-ring and may be unlocked and sepa 
rately swung back to expose either the face 
or the back of the Watch movement. 
Signed at New York, N. Y., this 7th day 

of November. 1924. 
JEREMIAH MCGREVY. 
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