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2 Clais, 

My invention relates to improvements in Sup 
portS Or holders for Wardrobe trunks. 
Wardrobe trunks are invariably set on end, 

and One type of Such trunks now in general use 
COIiprises tWO parts C sections pivotally con 
nected along adjacent vertical edges, usually 
through the mediurn of hinges, and provided with 
Co-acting fasterers at the remaining vertical 
edges and With leans to lock the parts together 
When they are noved relatively into closed posi 
tion. 

it is a difficult, lattei' to gain access to the in 
terior of trunks of this type, due to the fact that 
Whell placed on end, it is necessary to tip the 
trunk rear Wardly or away from the person at 
teriapting to open the same in order to lift, the 
front or movable cover part or Section from the 
floor So aS to permit it to be Swung into open 
position. Unless the trunk is so tilted, the front 
or cover section of the trunk will move in rubbing 
COIntact against the floor, and when the floor is 
polished, cause the same to become Scratched. 
When the trunk rests on a rug or carpet, opening 
Of the hinged front or cover Section will be found 
IOre difficult; in fact, tilting of the trunk Will 
be found absolutely necessary So as to lift the 
botton of the front or cover section from the rug 
Or carpet. 
Wardrobe trunks are now commonly used by 

the traveling public and others, and particularly 
by occupants of roons in boarding or rooming 
houses; and in cases where a Wardrobe trunk 
actS aS a Substitute for a clothes closet, my in 
Ventioin is of decided advaitage. 

(One of the objectS of Yily invention is to provide 
& Support, or 33der for the trunk, and so position 
Or hold the trunk that when opening the same, 
the higed front or cover Section of the trunk 
Cannot coine in contact With the floor. 
Another object of ray invention is to provide 

means for holding the trunk elevated, so that 
the floor can be kept clean Underneath the trunk 
and So that the trunk may be opened without 
any resistance being offered thereagainst, Such 
aS Created by rubbing contact With the floor Or 
a tug O' carpet. On the floor. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

in eans in the for in of a Support of holder for Sup 
porting and holdiig the trunk to permit of readily 
gaining access to the interior thereof; and to 
provide as a part of the Support or holder, an 
exposed clothes-Supporting member on which 
hats, coats Oi Other clothing, Which are in daily 
use, hay be hung. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

(C. 96-38) 

a Support or holder which Will positively hold 
the rear or body portion of the trunk in a posi 
tion elevated from the floor and allow the front Or 
COVer portion of the trunk to be SWLing into Open 
position. Without moving in contact With any part 
Of the Support or holder or any adjacent Object. 
A still further object of my invention is to pro 

Wide means in connection with a Support of holder 
of the kind mentioned, whereby the front or cover 
Section of the trunk Will be drawin into COSed po 
Sition or swung into full open position after said 
Section, in its movement, reaches eitheir one of 
the Other Side, respectively, of a Certain piane. 
With the above and Other objects in VieW, iny 

invention consistS in the provision of a Support 
for holding a Wardrobe trunk in Such a position 
that the front or cover portion thereof may be 
SWuling On its hingeS Without COrning in COntact 
With the floor. 
The invention furtheir consists in the Ovel fea 

tures of construction and in the arrangement and 
Cornbination of parts to be hereinafter described 
and more particularly pointed out in the Sub 
joined clains, 

In the dra WingS:- 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a Wardrobe trunk 

applied to my improved Support, or older, the top, 
One of the Sides and the front of the trunk being 
ShOWill. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view Viewed from another 
angle and ShoWing the top, the opposite Side and 
the rear of the trunk. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged horizontal section througia 
the Support or holder taken on line 3-3, Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged Wertical Section thiOugh 
the Support or holder taken on line 4-4, Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged horizontal Section through 
the Support Or holder taken on line 5-5, iig. 2. 

Fig. 6 is a horizontal Section. Of the Support Or 
holder taken. On line 6-6, Fig. 7. 

Fig. 7 is a vertical section taken on line 7-7, 
Fig. 6, IOOlking in the direction of the arrow CrOSS 
ing Said line. 

Fig. 8 is a rear View of a modified form of Sup 
port or holder, showing a trunk Supported thereby 
and clamped therein. 
Reference being had to the drawings in detail, 

10 designates a Wardrooe truijak of the type hay 
ing two parts or sections relatively nowable. One 
Of Said partS or Sections may be terned the real 
Section or body portion of the trunk, which 
designate by the nuneral i, the other part, 
designated by the numeral 12, may be termed 
the front Or cover Section of the trunk. These two 
Sections are pivotally connected together along 
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2 
adjacent edges by means of hinges 13, or othei'- with respect to the fiat member 29 from which 
wise, and they are provided with retainer clasps 
14 comprising two co-acting parts by means of 
which the opposite adjacent edges of the two 
sections of the trunk may be connected together. 
The sections of the trunk may also be locked in 
closed position by means of a locking hasp Ol' 
member 15. 
The trunk illustrated is therefore One of a coin 

mon type adapted to be set on end upon the floor 
and the two parts or sections thereof are rela 
tively movable so that access may be had to the 
interior. 
In the embodiment of my invention illus 

trated, I provide a supporting frame i6, having 
two horizontal members 17, 18 airiranged at a right 
angle to each other; the member 17 being pref 
erably in a lower plane than the member 18, and 
being connected to said member 18 at adjacent 
ends by an upright or vertical connecting hein 
ber 19. These horizontal members may be of any 
desired material, but in the form shown they are 
constructed of angle iron. 
The horizontai frane meniaber 17 may be 

described as being longitudinally-disposed While 
the horizontal frame member 18 is transversely 
disposed. 
The longitudinally-disposed frame member 17 

has caster blocks 20 Secured to opposite ends 
thereof, to which casters 21 are secured. These 
caster blocks and castei's Serve as separated Sup 
porting points oriegs for the Support Or holder, 
and these are connected together by other parts 
of the support or holder' So that the trink in 
the holder is not, nor is a runk adapted to be 
clamped in the holder, intended to Serve as neans 
for connecting Said legs. - 
The upright or vertical connecting member 19 

may also be constiucted of any desired natelia, 
but I prefer to form the same of angle iron and 
provide it with a horizontal Web Oi fiange 22 at . 
its lower end through which and the longitudinal 
frame member 17, rivets 23 or other fastening 
means are passed. This connecting upright is 
therefore Secured to and supported by the longi 
tudinal frane heinber it. 
One end of the transverse frame member 18 

has one of its webs or flanges bent upon itself, as 
at 24, and rivets or other fastening elements 25 
are passed through this beint portion and through 
one of the WebS or flanges of the connecting 
upright. At the opposite end of Said trainSVerse 
frame member, a caster block 26 is fastened there 
to, it being of a length. So that its lower end 
Will be horizontally alined with the lower ends 
of the blocks 20 Secured to the longitudinal fraine 
member 17, and it has a caster 27 Secured to the 
lower end thereof. - 
28 designates a camp Support Which forms part 

of the frame of the support or holder and com 
prises two flat members 29, 30; member 29 being 
horizontally-disposed while member 30 is ver 
tically-disposed. One end of member 29 is liveted 
or otherwise Secured to the connecting or coirner 
upright 19, as at 31, and the other end thereof is 
riveted or otherwise Secured to the upper end of 
member 30, as at 32; the lower end of rhember 30 
being riveted or otherwise Secured to the trans 
verse frame member 18, as at 33. This clamp 
Support also has tWO airins 34, 35 extending, re 
Spectively, upWardly and dowiiWardly from the 
flat horizontal member 29, and these arms are 
provided With guide loops 36, 37, respectively, 
Which are offset inwardly and forwardly, and also 
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Said arms extend. 
38 designates a clamp, Ch. consists of a ver 

tically-disposed ciamp ball 39 guided fol' vertical 
in Overleint in the guide loops 36, 37, and at its 
upper end having a for Wardly-extending contact 
or clanphead 40 transversely elongated and pro 
Vided at Opposite ends with feit or other suitable 
pads 41 adapted for contact with the upper end 
of the rear section or body portion of the trunk; 
the trunk having the 'ear marginal portion of its 
botton resting. On the transverse frame mem 
ber 18. 
The clamp bar 38 has the upper end of an op 

erating rod 42 pivotally connected thereto, as at 
43, and its lower end is pivotally connected to a 
hand lever 44 pivotally secured to the downward 
ly-extending or depending arm 35 of the clamp 
Support, as at 45. Said lever has a widened in 
nei portion 46 provided with a stop ear 47 adapt 
ed to engage a stop lug 48 formed on said de 
pending arm 35 when Said lever is swung to the 
end of its moverient in one direction. The piv 
otal connection of the rod 42 to the lever 44 is in 
Spaced relation to the pivot 45 of said lever, and 
When SWinging Said lever on its pivot, said pivotal 
Coinnectioi) is rinoved through an arc of a circle. 
When Swung to one side of a vertical plane pass 
iing tillrough the pivot 43, as for example illus 
trated in Fig. 2, the pivotal connection of said 
rod 42 with the lever will be slightly to the left 

if tie dead center, thus naking it necessary to 
exert pieSSure on the handle of the lever 44 in a 
downward direction to cause said pivotal connec 
tion to be pa3Sed beyond the dead ceinter; where 
lip Oil, additional further downward rowerinent of 
said lever haindle will move the ciamp bar 39 up 
Wardly and disengage tha clamp head 40 from 
the top Wali of the truns. Upon swinging the le 
Vel' handle upwardly and to the left, the clamp 
ihead will be caused to firinly engage the top of 
the Funk, and when Said handle is swung beyond 
its dead center, Will retain said clainp head in 
engaging or clamping position. 

in addition to the vertically operating clamp 
bai' 39, a horizontally operating clamp bar 49 is 
provided, which is guided for ovement along the 
orizontal flat member 29 of the cianp support, 

Said at member having ears 50 ent ovel Said 
claiip bar fronn opposite longitudinal edges of 
Said rheniber and Serving as guides for the same. 
Cine end of this clainp bar 
fo!"Waidy-extending Contact or clanip head 51, 

icin is verticaliy elongated and provided at op 
posite ends with felt or other engaging pads 52 
adapted to engage one Side of the body portion of 
the train. This clamp bar has one end of an ac 
tiating rod 53 pivotally connacted thereto, the 
other end of Said rod baing pivotally connected 
to a, ever 54 which is pivotally secured to said flat, 
reiber 29 and to the corner plight, 19 by Ineans 
of the 1rive, 31. Serving to coinect said flat member 
with said corner past. In this case the pivotal 
cCranection of the Op3iatiing rod 53 to said lever 
54 is also Spaced fl'oin tile pivot of said lever, so 
that upon SWinging the handle of Said lever in an 
arc of a circle, tha cla::p head of Said clamp bar 
49 will be moved away from the side of the body 
portion of the trunk, or against the Sarine, de 
pending on the direction in which the ever 54 
is Swung. When Swinging the lever handle down 
wardly into the position shown in Fig. 2, it will 
engage a Stop 55 extending rearwardly from the 
connecting or corner upright 19, and the pivotal 
connection of the operating rod will have, at 

3 also provided with a . 
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1,926,134. 3. 
Such times, moved beyond the dead center of Said 
lever. Under such conditions, the claimp head 51 
is drawn against the side of the trunk and the 
trunk against the connecting or cornel upright. 
When the levers 44 and 54 aire in the positions 

shown in Fig. 2, the claiip head 40 is forced 
against the top of tia body portion of the trunk 
and the clairlp head 51 against that Side at which 
the trunk is to ice opened. When Swinging the 
levers 44 and 54 into releasing positions, the 
trunk can be readily reincved fro: in the Support 
Ol' holder. s’ 

When the level's are in the position shown in 
Fig. 2, the body portion of the trunk is clashped 
in the Support or holder and the pivotal connec. 
tions of the operatirig rods 43 and 53 with their 
respective actuating lewei's will be beyond the 
dead centers of Said levers, inakiing it, inecessary 
to Yanually operate Said tevers in O1'de' to loosen 
the trunk. This prevents accidential disengage 
trient of the canap (neilbers from tile tirunk, and 
assures a SecuFre fast, 
the Support or holder. 
At the front, end of ti 

ing hocks Or airins 5' at , Cin which 
clothing in daily use inlay be hung. This post is 
Spaced a sufficient distance froin the frost of the 
trunk When closed to perini 
section of to trunk to ge 5 wing into Open posi 
tion without 20ining in contact with Said post. 

Extending forwardly iro523 the tra (Svei'Se base 
lineber 8 is an ai'ia 58, to the front eind of Which 
is pivotally secured One end of a link 59 having 
its other and pivotally 53 clied to the 'ear end of 
an arra 60, which extends Wardly theref 

rennbel' and has an aigular eingaging head 33 
61 pivotally secured to its front end. - 
A retractile Spring 52 is Secuired at One end to 

a guitage point of Said trainSverse fraine ::ienn 
iter, and at its other end to th& pivot connecting 
the link 59 With title ai'i, 60. 
The angular engaging (ie:ber 6i has its in 

her side covered with felt or otinei Suitable ina 
terial 63, one portion of Said ainguiar engaging 
enbei lying in contact with the bottoia of the 

front or cover section of the trunk and the other 
part against the front wail thereof. The Spring 
62 tends to draw the engaging : X&nbcr 61 in 
firin Contact with the front, Wall of Said front or 
cover section and hold the Saile in closed posi 
tion, even though not latched or locked. 
The link 59, the airin 60, the felted or padded 

angular engaging member 6 and the Spring Con 
stitute a cover retaining device, and in the po 
sition shown in full lines in Fig. 6, hold the cover 
of the trunk, heireinbefore referred to as the 
front or cover section, in closed position. 
The pivotal connection of the cover to the body 

portion of the trunk, is disposed at that Side of 
the Support or holder adjacent the Coninecting 
or corner upright 19 and the post 56, Oi costurer 
as it may be termed. The cover therefore SWingS 
from right to left when being opened, or fro2 the 
position shown in lightly dotted lines in Fig. 6 
to that shown in heavy dotted lines in Said figure. 

During the act of opening this covei, tile SeW 
eral parts of the cover raiaining device move 
from the position shown in full lines in Fig. 6 
to those shown. ii) dotted lines, and When the 
point of pivotal connection of the arm 60 with 
the link 59 is in longitudinal alinement with the 
pivotal connection of the link 59 With the arrin 

t, the front Cir cover 

58 and that end of the spring secured to the 
transverse frame member 18, the cover may be 
said to be on a dead center, in which position it 
may be maintained if not accidentially forced to 
the right or left. Slight Swinging movement of 
the cover to the left will cause the spring to act 
to fully open the cover of the trunk, fully open 
ineaning for the purpose of this invention, the 
position in which the cover is showin with heavy 
dotted lines in Fig. 6, in which position the cover 
is disposed at a right angle to the body portion 
of the trunk. Slight movement of the cover to 
the right of the dead center Will cause the spring 
to close the cover of the trunk. However, it is 
preferred that the cover be noved to the left 
of the dead center, as shown by heavy dotted 
lines in Fig. 6 of the drawings, and be there re 
tained by any Suitable ineans; for example, the 
ink 59 inay, at that end pivotally connected to 
aim 58, have an upstanding stop lug 59 which 
Will nove in contact with, or travel freely around 
the end of the arm 58 when swinging the cover 
into open position, and as the fully open position 
is reached by the cover, this lug Willi engage the 
side of the argin 53 and be stopped thereby, thus 
preventing further Swinging movement of the 
link 59 and arrin 60, and consequently the cover 
itself. In the drawings I have illustrated the 
cover SWung slightly beyond What I have terined 
the dead center of the cover, established by the 
alinement of the airin 60, jink 59, and point of 
Connection of the Spring 62 to the transverse 
frame member 18. It will be apparent that any 
other suitable stop device may be employed for 
this purpose. 
As the trunk is elevated from the floor by rea 

Son of its peing supported on the transverse frame 
member i8 of the Support or holder, which may 
be considered the trunk. Supporting reinber, and 
fastened thereto by the ciamping mechanism de 
Scribed, the aajor portion of the trunk is in 
Overhanging position and is elevated a distance 
above the floor so that access may be had to the 
fiOOr underneath the trunk in order to keep Sur. 
roundings clean. - 

In the construction described i have shown in 
dividual actuating elements for the individual 
Clainpileads, but in the modification shown in 
Fig. 8, the operating rods 42 and 53 are both piv 
Otally connected to a single actuating lever 64. 
The pivotal connection of Said operating rods to 

Said actuating lever being such that, both clamp 
heads are noved into engaging position with 
the trunk at the Saine time, and also moved away 
from the trunk; the manner of constructing the 
clamp Support, designated in this figure by the 
nurneral 65, being somewhat different than in 
the preferred construction shown in Figs. 1 to 7; 
also the nanner of guiding the clamp bars 39 
and 49, which are made Soinewhat shorter in the 
Iinodification than in the preferred construgtion. 
While I have illustrated what I now consider 

two practicable arrangements for supporting or 
holding the trunk in elevated position in order to 
readily open the Sane, it will be apparent from 
the Scope of the appended claims that many 
changes in the construction of the fraine and the 
Ciamping ieans, as Well as other parts of the 
apparatus, may be resorted to without departing 
from the spirit of my invention or sacrificing 
any of the advantages thereof. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is:- 

i. A holder for Wardrobe trunks inaving a body 
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portion to Swing in a horizontal plane, compris 
ing a Supporting fratine on which said body por 
tion rests, means to Secure said body portion to 
Said Supporting fraine, and retaining means con 
nected to Said Supporting frame and engaging 
said cover section to hold the same fully open 
When so positioned. 

2. A holder for Wardrobe trunks having a body 
portion and a cover section hinged to said body 
portion to Swing in a horizontal plane, compris 
ing a Supporting frame on which said body por 
tion rests, means to Secure said body portion to 
Said Supporting frame, and retaining means con 
nected to Said supporting frame and serving to 
hold said cover section closed when so positioned. 

3. A holder for Wardrobe trunks having a body 
portion and a cover section hinged to said body 
portion to Swing in a horizontal plane, compris 
ing a Supporting frane on which said body por 
tion rests, means to secure said body portion to 
Said Supporting frame, and retaining means con 
nected to Said Supporting frame and serving to 
move said cover section into its fully opened po 
Sition after it is opened to a certain point in its 
opening movement and to so retain said cover . 
Section. 

4. A holder for Wardrobe trunks having a body 
portion and a cover section hinged to said body 
portion to Swing in a horizontal plane, compris 
ing a supporting frame on which said body por 
tion l'ests, means to secure Said body portion to 
Said Supporting frame, and retaining means con 
nected to Said Supporting frame and engaging 
said cover Section to move the same into fully 
closed position. When opened within a certain 
range of its opening movement. 

5. A holder for Wardrobe trunks having a body 
portion and a cover Section hinged to said body 
portion to swing in a horizontal plane, compris 
iing a supporting frame on which Said body por 
ion rests, means to Secure Said body portion to 
Said Supporting frame, and retaining means se 
cured to Said Supporting frame, and engaging 
Said cover Section, Said retaining means provid 
ing a dead center in the range of movement of . 
Said cover section and rhoving the same into 
either fully opened or fully closed position and 
So retaining the same, depending upon the posi 
tion of said cover to one or the other side of 
said dead center. 

6. A holder for trunks, comprising a fraine 
having a horizontal trunk-Supporting member 
and a vertical member extending upwardly be 
yond Said trunk-Supporting member, Said trunk 
supporting member supporting the body portion 
Of a Wardrobe trunk and Said vertical member 
having one of the sides of Said body portion bear 
ing thereagainst, and means to clamp the body 
portion of the trunk to Said horizontal support 
ing member and to said vertical member, the 
cover member of the trunk being free to move 
without conning in contact with the floor or parts 
of Said frame. - 

7. A holder for trunks having a frame pro 
vided with two horizontal frame members dis 
posed in different horizontal planes and at right 
angles to each other, a vertical frame member 
connecting adjacent ends of Said horizontal frame 
members, the elevated horizontal frame member 
being adapted to have the rear portion of a 
Wardrobe trunk seated thereon, clamping means 
exerting pressure against the top of Said trunk 
to hold the same against Said last-mentioned 
horizontal frame member, and clamping means 

1926,134 
engaging one side of the trunk to hold the other 
Side thereof against Said vertical frane member. 

8. A holder for trunks having a frame adapted 
to rest on a floor and being provided with two 
horizontal frame members disposed in different 
horizontal planes and at right angles to each 
Other and a vertical frame menber connecting 
adjacent ends of Said horizontal frame members, 
the elevated horizontal frane inenber being 
adapted to have the Irear portion of a wardrobe 
trunk seated thereon with the hinged cover por 
tion thereof out of contact with said frame and 
the floor, clamping means exerting pressure 
against the top of Said trunk to hold the same 
against Said last-mentioned horizontal frame 
member, and retaining means secured to said 
last-nelntioned horizontal frame member having 
an engaging member in contact with the cover 
Section of the trunk at the lower end thereof, 
Said retaining means including a spring expan 
Sible under the opening movement of Said cover 
and Serving to draw said cover into full opened 
or fully closed position, depending upon the po 
Sition of Said cover at one or the other side of a 
definite point in the opening or closing nove 
ment of Said cover. 

9. A holder for trunks having a frame pro 
vided with two horizontal frame members dis 
posed at right angles to each other and a vertical 
frame member connecting adjacent ends of said 
horizontal frame member, a clamp support, se 
cured to said frame and provided with guide 
elements, clamp bars disposed at right angles to 
each other guided for movement in said guide 
elements and having trunk-engaging means to 
engage two different walls of the trunk, and 
means for actuating Said clamp bars to bring said 
trunk-engaging means in contact with the trunk, 
or to release said means therefrom. 

10. A holder for Wardrobe trunks having a 
body portion and a horizontally-swinging cover 
connected to said body portion, comprising a 
frame, means on said frame for securing the 
trulink thereto, and retaining means on said frame 
in engagement With Said cover to retain the same 
in either open or closed position when so posi 
tioned, Said retaining means allowing opening 
Ol' closing novement of Said cover without dis 
Connection from the frame and cover. 

11. A holder for Wardrobe trunks having a 
body portion and a horizontally-swinging cover 
connected to Said body portion, comprising a 
frame, means on said frame for securing a trunk 
thereto, and retaining means Secured to said 
frame and comprising an element engaging the 
cover of Said frame, means for pivotally support 
ing Said element and allowing the latter to swing 
in an arc of a circle with said cover, and a spring 
tending to Swing said cover into fully opened or 
fully closed position, depending on whether said 
cover is to one or the other side of a vertical 
plane determining the dead center under action 
of Said Spring. 

12. A holder forwardrobe trunks having a body 
portion and a cover hinged thereto adapted for 
horizontal movement in an arc of a circle, com 
prising a frame, means exerting pressure against 
the trunk in two directions so as to firmly secure 
the trunk to said holder, said trunk having its 
body portion resting upon said frame and said 
Cover in a free overhanging position to enable it 
to be opened or closed without coming in contact 
With the floor on which said frame rests. 

JOHN MI. BEARD. 
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