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To all, whon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED G. WILLIAMS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in New 
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Clasps for Eyeglass-Cases 
and other Articles, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to clasps or catches 

for eyeglass-cases and other similar articles, 
as purses, for example, and aims to provide 
an improved catch or clasp which can be op 
erated by the finger or thumb of the user when 
it is to be opened and which shall be of simple 
construction. 
To this end in carrying out my invention 

I provide certain features of improvement, 
which will be hereinafter fully set forth with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure is a perspective view of an eyeglass 
case provided with the preferred form of my 
improved clasp, the case being closed. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view thereof, showing the 
Case open. Fig. 3 is a cross-section of the case 
Open. Fig. 4 is a cross-section of the case 
closed, showing the position of the thumb and 
fingers for opening it; and Fig. 5 is a front 
elevation of the clasp. 

Referring to the drawings, let A represent 
the case as a whole, and B the clasp therefor. 
The case A may be any receptacle having 
hinged or otherwise suitably-connected sides 
capable of opening and closing. The case A 
shown is an ordinary eyeglass-case having a 
convex cover Cand substantially flat bottom 
D, each consisting of an inner sheet-metal 
wall ct, covered by a soft or leather covering 
l, which at the edges is turned under and 
fastened to the metal. The halves or parts 
of the case are hinged together at d along one 
side, and they are locked together when in 
the closed position by the catch Bat the other 
side of the case. 
The catch B is fixed or fastened to one of 

the parts, preferably to the bottom D, and has 
a yielding projection snapping over the other 
part and elastically holding them closed and 
yielding under an opening force to permit 
them to open. 

form the catch B is constructed with one or 
more spring-fingers I, two preferably being 
employed, and an intermediate inclined 
wedge-surface J, which, when two fingers are 
employed, preferably fills the space e between 
them and is disposed with equal relation to 
each. The fingers I and wedge-surface J are 
preferably formed in a single sheet of metalf, 
the fingei's being at the ends thereof and bent 
upwardly at substantially right angles, the 
wedge-surface being at the front edge thereof 
and consisting of an inwardly-bent portion g 
of the sheet, and these parts being connected 
together by an integral body portion h, which 
is shaped to fit the forward edge of the bottom 
D and is bent rearwardly underneath the bot 
tom and suitably fastened thereto, as by the 
rivets i, which pass through the leather and 
the sheet metal of the bottom, firmly fasten 
ing the catch to the bottom and assisting in 
retaining the leather covering in place. 
The fingers I snap over the adjacent edge 

of the cover C, holding the cover and bottom 
together. To receive these fingers, my in 
vention also provides in its preferred form a 
catch-plate K on the top cover, which is best 
constructed, as shown, with two projections 
or shoulders L, bent outwardly from the 
metal to receive the ends of the fingers I, and 
with an intermediate wedge-surface M. The 
latter surface is formed by an inner concave 
bend of the edge of the metal of the plate K 
in the space between the shoulders L, and 
the plate at is upper side has an integral body 
portion i, connecting the shoulders and wedge 
rigidly together. The plate is connected by 
rivets l to the cover, and is best formed with 
ears m, folding against the inner side of the 
cover at rear of the shoulders L, through 
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which ears and the cover the rivets pass. 
The plate is thus clamped against the cover 
ing band holds the latter in position on the 
COWe. 

The shoulders L are slight convex projec 
tions, to engage which the fingers I are best 
formed with recesses n in their inner faces, 
below which they have substantially straight 
portions o, leading downwardly to the body, 
and when the catch is closed the adjacent 
edges of the Wedges M and J are substan 

According to my invention in its preferred tially in contact, so that practically a com 
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plete closure of the case exists across the 
catch, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 

In use the case can be held at the hinge 
With One or more fingers and the point of the 
thumb can be pressed between the wedged 
Surfaces to free the catch, as shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 4. To close the case, the top 
and bottom coverings will be simply snapped 
together by a closing pressure, very little force 
being required to spring the fingers outwardly 
Sufficient to cause them to pass over the 
rounded lower faces p of the shoulders L. 
To increase or decrease the holding force of 
the fingers, they will be bent inwardly or out 
Walrdly, as desired, and to adapt the wedges 
for particular uses they will be increased or 
decreased in angularity by distorting their 
inner edges outwardly or inwardly. To per 
mit of these adjustments, the fingers and 
Wedge-Surfaces are preferably both made ad 
justable by employing a sheet metal for the 
plate which can be permanently distorted by 
bending by the application of an unusual 
force to it and which will still have sufficient 
rigidity to keep its shape in ordinary use and 
sufficient elasticity for the ordinary opera 
tions of the fingers. 
When the case is provided with a covering 

b, it is desirable that the catch provisions be 
formed of separate pieces, as shown, but this 
is not necessary under other circumstances. 
What I claim is, in clasps or catches for 

eyeglass-cases and other articles, the follow 
ing-defined novel features and combinations, 
Substantially as and for the purpose herein 
before set forth, namely: 

1. In clasps, catches and the like, a mem 
ber having an integral elastic finger carried 
by One part and engaging another part, and 
a Wedge-surface adjacent to said finger re 
ceiving and applying thereto a releasing 
Strain. 

2. In clasps, catches and the like, a catch 
member carried by one part and having two 
fingerS Spaced apart and engaging another 
part, and a Wedge-surface between said fin 

gers receiving and transmitting thereto an 
opening force. 

3. In clasps, catches and the like, a catch 
consisting of two plates, one adapted for one 
part and another for another part of an arti 
cle, and one of said plates having a portion 
engaging the other plate when the catch is 
in the locked position, said plates having 
wedge-surfaces receiving and transmitting a 
releasing force for freeing the catch. 

4. For catches and the like, a metal plate 
attachable to one part of a case, and having 
projecting fingers Ifor engaging another part 
of a case, a wedge-surface J, and a body h car 
rying said fingers and wedge. 

5. For catches and the like, a plate K at 
tachable to one part of a case, and having 
integral shoulders L for engagement by 
another part of a case, and a wedge-surface M. 

6. In clasps for cases and the like, a case 
comprising two parts swinging together to 
close and a part to open, the one having a 
projecting finger and an adjacent Wedge-sur 
face, and the other having an edge engaged 
by said finger when said parts are in the 
closed position, said finger then catching said 
parts closed, and said surface adapted to re 
ceive and transmit an opening force to sepa 
late said parts. 

7. In cases and the like, a case having 
hinged parts C and D, the one having a catch 
B comprising separated yielding fingers I 
and an intermediate wedge-surface J, said 
fingers engaging the edge of the other part 
and holding the parts in the closed position, 
and said wedge-surface receiving and trans 
mitting an opening force to release said fin 
gers. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 

my name in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

ALERED G. WILLIAMIS. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE II. FRASER, 
THOMAS F. WALLACE. 
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