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(57) Abstract: An exposure apparatus comprises a purge cover (80) which has an upper end connected to an illumination unit
(IOP) and is provided, at the lower end thereof, with a pair of plate sections (823, 824) facing the upper surfaces of a reticle (R)
and a reticle stage (RST) with a predetermined clearance provided therebetween. As a result, the flow of gas through the clearance
between the reticle stage (RST) and the plate sections (823, 824) can be substantially prevented. The configuration enables a sub-
stantially airtight space surrounded by the purge cover and the reticle stage and/or the reticle to be formed in the light path of illu-
mination light (IL), said light path leading from the illumination unit to a projection optical system. Also, the substantially airtight
space is adapted to serve as a purge space purged by CDA, etc.
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