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(57) Abstract: A washing machine (1) includes: a washing
drum (3) having a vertically extending center axis (28); a
rotary blade (5) provided to the bottom section (12) at the
lower end of the washing drum (3); and a circulation path
(24) provided to the inner peripheral surface (21) of the
washing drum (3). In the washing drum (3), laundry is re-
ceived from an inlet/outlet opening (14) provided at the up-
per end of the washing drum, and washing liquid accumu-
lates from the bottom section (12) side. The circulation path
(24) is aligned with a direction (S) tilted with respect to the
center axis (28) and extends to the downstream side of the ro-
tational direction (A) of the rotary blade (5) from the bottom
section (12) toward the inlet/outlet opening (14). As the
rotary blade (5) rotates about the center axis (28), the wash-
ing liquid within the washing drum (3) is fed into the circula-
tion path (24) from the bottom section (12). The washing li-
quid having fed into the circulation path (24) is sucked up
from the bottom section (12) and returned into the washing
drum (3) from the inlet/outlet opening (14) side.
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