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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the field of waste 
disposal for occupants of automobiles. A brief discussion of 
the field of the invention will follow. 

Littering is a serious problem in the United States, as is 
littering on roadsides. Many states have imposed fines for 
littering on the side of a road. California, for example, has 
imposed a S1000 fine for littering by the side of state 
highway. 
Many automobile occupants will find that they need to 

dispose of an article of trash, such as a used soda can, when 
inside an automobile. In such cases, the occupant of the 
automobile has no good method of disposing of the trash 
while driving, or storing it to dispose of later. The occupant 
can place the article of trash in some of the compartments 
within the automobile, but that creates the possibility that 
these compartments will be soiled, or that the automobile's 
electronics will be damaged by something spilling out of the 
trash article. The occupant can also put the trash in an empty 
seat or the floor. This also creates the possibility of discom 
fort for the vehicle's occupants, and exposes the vehicle's 
occupants to odors coming from the trash article. There is a 
need for a trash container for automobiles that keeps the 
trash separate from the components of the automobile itself, 
so that when the driver stops and finally disposes of the 
trash, the components of the automobile will not be soiled. 
This trash container should also preferably be capable of 
being used with existing automobiles, with a minimum of 
installation effort. The trash container should also be 
designed so that the trash can be removed from the auto 
mobile easily when the automobile stops. 

Drivers and occupants of trucks, sports utility vehicles, 
boats, and other motor vehicles suffer from similar prob 
lems, in this regard, to those of automobile occupants. 

There is a long-felt need for a portable, lightweight trash 
can/trash receptacle that can be stored and used within an 
automobile or other motor vehicle, while driving, and which 
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2 
can be opened easily by drivers and passengers, and which 
does not take up space in a manner that interferes with the 
drivers and the passengers. 

This trash can should ideally be easy to clean and empty, 
and should have safety features included to prevent it from 
accidentally dislodging and injuring a passenger. 

In addition, airplane passengers sometimes wind up with 
large amounts of trash Such as wrappers, Soda cans, and 
cups, especially on long flights. An airplane passenger may 
also be forced to remain in his or her seat because such trash 
remains on the tray table in front of the passenger, so the 
passenger cannot stow the tray table and get up. There is also 
a need for a portable, lightweight, trash receptacle, which 
can be used by airplane passengers to store trash, and which 
can be easily emptied and cleaned after a flight. This trash 
receptacle should also include safety features, and should 
not take up space in a manner that interferes with the 
passengers or crew. 

Embodiments of the present invention can fulfill all these 
goals. 
Most automobiles and other motor vehicles have various 

components below the driver's seat and front passenger's 
seat, and above the floor. These components may include 
runners or mechanisms for moving the seat backwards or 
forwards. These components shall collectively be referred to 
as the “below-seat components' for purposes of this appli 
cation. 

Here, it will be useful to briefly review the prior art. The 
inventions of the prior art do not address the same needs as 
this invention. 

U.S. Pat. No. 7,914,074 by Lindsay discloses a rear seat 
assembly area with a storage compartment, which uses two 
rails as part of its frame. This is very different from the 
present invention, which includes a separate liner to store the 
trash, where the liner can be taken out and emptied. The 
entire assembly of the present invention is also portable, 
lightweight, and can be taken out of the automobile, and 
moved within the automobile, much more easily than Lind 
says invention. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,074,000 by Wagner describes a storage 
compartment that moves on runners and can be slid under a 
vehicle seat. This is different from the present invention, 
though, because the present invention involves solid walls 
on the outer container, to keep trash inside and to reduce 
odors. The outer container is also closed most of the time. 
Wagners invention does not have any closed compartments 
and does not have solid walls. It also appears that Wagner's 
invention would function much less well if it had solid walls, 
because the storage compartment would become much 
heavier and harder to slide on runners. 

U.S. Pat. No. 8,132,856 by Wilson is drawn to a storage 
area for electronic devices, under seats that are pieces of 
furniture, that include a charging station. The drawings of 
Wilson's patent clearly show that the storage area of Wil 
Sons invention is Supposed to be built into pieces of 
furniture, unlike the present invention, which is not built into 
an automobile but can be attached to the front seats of an 
automobile with straps. Furthermore, Wilson's invention 
appears to be designed to work with stationary furniture, 
unlike the present invention, which is designed to work 
inside automobiles, and other vehicles. 

Pat. No. D335,559 by Land discloses a foldable trash 
container to use in automobiles. This trash container is 
shaped very differently from either the outer container or the 
liner of the present invention, and is not closed, unlike the 
outer container of the present invention. Therefore, odors are 
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The top of the outer container is the side of the outer 
container with the lid attached to it. In the preferred embodi 
ment, the right side, left side, and back of the outer container 
all contain slots (4). 
The lid (5) is on the top of the outer container. The lid (5) 

opens so that the user(s) can put trash into the outer 
container. See FIG. 3. The lid should ideally be smooth and 
form a continuous or near-continuous gradient with the outer 
container, as in FIG. 2. The top of the outer container (1) 
contains a lip which is raised and rounded slightly, or 
alternatively lowered and rounded slightly. The rounded part 
has an inflection point. The user can therefore reach to the 
part of the lid next to the rounded part of the lip, curl his or 
her finger under the lip, and open the lid more easily with his 
or her finger. This allows the user to put trash into the liner 
inside the embodiment more easily. It is advisable to make 
the lid thin, so that it will open easily. The lid closes the 
opening through which trash passes, when the lid is closed. 
This also helps to reduce any odors resulting from the trash, 
and helps to ensure that the trash does not fall out of the 
liner. 
The lid is weight-balanced so that after the user opens the 

lid and puts the trash into the liner, the lid will swing back 
to a closed position automatically. 

The liner (2) is below the lid. When the user opens the lid, 
and puts trash into the embodiment, the trash will fall into 
the liner. The lid then closes. This prevents trash from 
spilling out of the liner, which will make the vehicle neater 
because the trash will not spill out of the embodiment. It also 
reduces odors that may come from the garbage which is 
disposed of, because the odors will have to pass through the 
additional barrier of the outer container (1) before reaching 
the occupants of the automobile. The back of the outer 
container (1) has six slots arranged in two vertical rows of 
three slots each. These rows are in the left and right corners 
of the back of the outer container. There is also a vertical row 
of three slots on the left side of the outer container, next to 
the corner between the outer container's left side and its 
back, and another vertical row of three slots on the right side 
of the outer container, next to the corner between the outer 
container's right side and back. 

Corresponding rows of three slots each are on the left and 
right side of the outer container. The slots are large enough 
that the strap can pass through one of the slots on the back 
of the outer container, into the outer container, and then back 
out through the corresponding slot on either the left or the 
right side of the outer container, as illustrated in the draw 
ings. A "corresponding pair of slots, for purposes of this 
application, is one first slot on either the left side, or the right 
side, on the outer container, and the closest slot on the back 
of the outer container, which is at the same height as the first 
slot. 
The straps should be made out of expandable material, for 

maximum effectiveness. 
This method ensures that one continuous strap passes out 

from the slots on the leftmost part of the back of the outer 
container, and passes to the slots on the rightmost part of the 
back of the outer container, where it enters those slots. The 
strap then passes out of the slots on the right side of the 
container. The strap makes a loop which is large enough to 
surround one of the structures below either the driver's seat 
or front passenger seat of an automobile (the below-seat 
components). The male-female side-release buckle is used 
to tighten or loosen the strap as necessary. The strap then 
re-enters the outer container through the slots on the left side 
of the outer container. This configuration allows the user to 
use the strap to secure the outer container to below-seat 
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6 
components of multiple sizes. If the strap is looped around 
the below-seat components and secured sufficiently tightly, 
this ensures that the outer container will stay facing gener 
ally upwards, towards the person above it. This makes the 
invention easier to use, and reduces any risk of the invention 
"coming loose' and causing problems for the driver or 
passengers. 
More than one strap can be used for this purpose, because 

the preferred embodiment has three slots each on the left 
side and the right side of the outer container. The embodi 
ment could then have multiple straps, with each strap being 
threaded through different slots. The embodiment could also 
function if each strap was threaded through the same slots. 
Alternatively, the same strap could be looped around the 
same below-seat components more than once, and fed 
through multiple corresponding pairs of slots on the outer 
container. Each strap can be threaded through the slots, and 
then the male-female side-release buckle can be used to alter 
the size of the loop that the strap makes around the below 
seat components. In this way, the strap can make a loop that 
fits compactly around the below-seat components. 

It is important to note that another method of attaching the 
strap(s) to the back of the outer container may be effective. 
Such other methods should also be considered part of the 
present invention. For example the straps may be attached to 
the back of the outer container via adhesives. The straps will 
still perform effectively, and the adjustable male-female 
side-release buckle associated with each strap allows the 
size of the loop that the strap makes around the below-seat 
components to vary depending on size of the under-seat 
components that the strap is being looped around. However, 
the method suggested here is simpler and cheaper. 
The strap should be placed around some of the structures 

below the seat, and tightened through the male-female 
side-release buckle, and looped back to the outer container. 
This will draw the outer container close to the below: seat 
components, until the outer container is pressed securely 
against the below-seat components that are behind it. This 
configuration means that the outer container will not "come 
loose' and disturb the users’ feet when the vehicle is in 
motion. The outer container (1) will also be in a position 
where the lid (5) faces upwards, and can be opened more 
easily. If multiple straps (3) are used, or one strap (3) is 
looped multiple times around the below-seat components, 
this will attach the outer container (1) more securely to the 
below-seat components. 

If the embodiment has multiple straps (3), or one strap (3) 
with multiple loops, this is also a safety measure. If there are 
multiple straps (3), there is less of a chance that one of them 
will break, and, if one does break, the embodiment will be 
held in place by others. For example, one strap (3) can be 
threaded through the upper slots, and a second strap (3) 
threaded through the lower slots. 
The complimentary rows of slots on both sides of the 

outer container (1) allow the user to attach the outer con 
tainer (1) to the below-seat components in a way that fits the 
seat configuration of the particular seat that the outer con 
tainer (1) is being attached to. 
The liner (2) is inside the outer container, below the lid. 

When the user opens the lid and deposits trash inside the 
outer container (1), this trash falls into the liner (2), which 
is directly below the lid (5). The liner (2) is a separate 
container that is roughly the same shape as the interior of the 
outer container, but slightly smaller than the interior, so that 
it can be removed from the interior of the outer container (1) 
when needed. The liner (2) in the preferred embodiment of 
the invention has a flat back, a flat front, and two sides that 
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curve into the flat front. The liner (2) also has a bottom. 
Because the trash deposited by users falls into the liner, the 
user can remove all the trash in the embodiment by taking 
the liner out of the outer container and carrying it to a regular 
trash can to empty it. The user can then put the liner back in 
the outer container, to use again. The user can do this 
quickly, without having to undo the buckle or remove the 
whole embodiment from the vehicle. 
Furthermore, the embodiment is easier to empty and clean 
because the garbage will have little or no contact with the 
outer container (1), and therefore the outer container (1) will 
not need to be cleaned often. The liner (2) is the main part 
of the embodiment that will need to be emptied and cleaned. 
These features and advantages are more convenient and save 
time for the user. 

The liner (2) which is used in the preferred embodiment 
is made of dishwasher-safe material and so can be cleaned 
with dishes in a home dishwasher. The only part of the 
automobile trash can of the present invention that may need 
to be cleaned often, can be cleaned in a home dishwasher. 
This is also a huge convenience for the user. 
The liner (2) of the preferred embodiment has two 

grooves in its interior, at the corners where the left and right 
sides of the liner (2) reach the back of the liner (2). These 
grooves are near the top of the liner, and are positioned so 
that the user can place his fingers in these grooves, which 
will help the user to grip the liner (2) when removing it from 
the outer container (1). These grooves can be cut grooves or 
raised surfaces, (indents) and would be on both sides of the 
liner up towards the top. 
The buckle of the preferred embodiment is a side release 

buckle with male and female components, of the type shown 
in the drawings. This type of buckle is part of the preferred 
embodiment because it is easier for the user to fasten the 
buckle, when securing the Strap around the components 
below a vehicular driver's seat or passenger seat. However, 
another type of buckle that secures the strap (3) around the 
components below the seat will also function as part of the 
present invention. Other devices and methods that fulfill the 
functions of the buckle in the preferred embodiment are also 
a part of the present invention. The present invention explic 
itly includes the possibility of substituting, in the role of the 
side release buckle of the preferred embodiment, either a 
belt-type buckle, a clasp, a buckle slide, a buckle trim, a 
blimp buckle, or any combination of more than one of these. 

The strap should be made of a material such as cloth or 
another material that has some capacity to stretch, and is 
strong enough that, when tightened, it can secure the outer 
container (1) to the below-seat components. 
The possibility of the user getting his or her finger caught 

in the lid, while opening it, is considered minute, but the 
preferred embodiment eliminates this risk. 
The preferred embodiment of the invention is preferred 

because of its relative simplicity, its reliability, and its lower 
cost to manufacture. However, the other embodiments of the 
invention can perform effectively as well. 
The unique shape of the outer container, the fact that the 

invention includes a dishwasher-safe, removable liner, 
where the garbage is kept, and the strap which attaches the 
embodiment to parts of the vehicle, are elements that make 
this invention unique, and like nothing else that has been 
previously made in the invention’s field of endeavor. This 
combination of features makes the preferred embodiment 
much easier to use, than any similar invention in the field. 
This embodiment is easy to open, when in use, because of 
the way that the top and bottom of the outer container are 
shaped. The means for attachment, which attaches the 
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8 
embodiment to the parts of the vehicle below the driver's 
seat or passenger's seat, helps the embodiment to stay 
upright while the vehicle is being driven, so that the users 
can move the lid to open the embodiment and put trash 
inside. This makes the embodiment more reliable, because it 
will not tip over when the vehicle is in use. Putting trash in 
the embodiment would be harder if it were tipped over. 
Furthermore, the removable liner makes the embodiment 
easier to clean, and easier to use, because a user can just take 
out the removable liner and empty it, and then put it back 
inside the outer container, when the liner becomes full. The 
user will therefore not have to detach the whole of the 
embodiment from the vehicle, when emptying the embodi 
ment. These additional features have not been described in 
the prior art related to the field of the invention. 

In addition, the invention takes up space which the 
occupants of the vehicle will not be using. The preferred 
embodiment is designed to attach to the under-seat compo 
nents of an automobile or Small truck, and to take up space 
next to a user's legs which the user almost certainly would 
not have been using. The preferred embodiment also does 
not disturb the user's legs, or “leg room.” 
A version of the preferred embodiment, made out of 

fiberglass, weighs about 2.2 pounds and is very durable. The 
preferred embodiment can also be made out of plastic, and 
other materials. It can also be made using injection-molding, 
or possibly be vacuum-molded. A larger version of the 
preferred embodiment can be used with sports utility 
vehicles (SUVs) and larger trucks. 

Versions of the preferred embodiment can also be used by 
passengers on airplanes. Most airline passenger seats have 
two metal runners and a great deal of empty space under 
neath them. An airline can easily secure a variation of the 
preferred embodiment to the metal runners. Passengers can 
then dispose of trash by putting the trash inside the embodi 
ment. The strap-and-buckle combination described herein 
with reference to the preferred embodiment will be able to 
attach the outer container (1) to the runners. On buses, bus 
seats also often have a great deal of empty space underneath 
them, and also have some components such as runners 
below them. A version of the preferred embodiment could 
easily be placed inside this empty space and secured to the 
runners or other components below the passenger seats of 
buses. The strap-and-buckle combination described herein 
with reference to the preferred embodiment will suffice to 
perform this goal. 

Please note that embodiments of the invention could be 
used to carry other things besides trash. 

Other Embodiments 

Other embodiments of the invention, employing different 
means of attachment may be possible. Such other embodi 
ments are also within the scope of the claimed invention. 
Some of the other embodiments are discussed below. 
The basic principles underlying the invention allow varia 

tions of the preferred embodiment that are both much larger 
and much smaller to be constructed. For example, truck 
drivers on long trips may find it convenient to use a much 
larger version of the preferred embodiment. This much 
larger version will work just as well as the regularly-sized 
version, and operates on similar principles. The components 
of the invention will simply have to be “scaled up' in size 
to utilize the larger components of the truck. 

In a second embodiment, the outer container has Small, 
extendable “feet as can be seen in the figures. These keep 
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the outer container (1) stable while driving, so that the 
user(s) can put trash into the outer container (1) easily. 

Alternatively, the feet may not be extendable. 
In a third embodiment, the outer container is opened by a 

spring. The lid in this embodiment would interact with a 
spring, so that if the user pressed down on the lid, this would 
compress a spring, which would then spring upward and 
cause part of the lid to go upwards, therefore opening the lid. 
The lid would open and close by Swiveling on a pivot point. 
The lid would swing past a pivot point, so that the part of the 
lid which was going down would have to continue going 
down, thus causing the opening part of the lid to Swing up. 
The spring would be placed below the lid, preferably in a 
location where it would not obstruct the flow of trash into the 
liner. 

In a fourth embodiment, the user would press down on the 
lid, which, if pressed hard enough, would swivel pass a pivot 
point, and then a spring would push the lid down further, 
causing the lid to open more. The user could then put trash 
into the liner. 

In a fifth embodiment, the outer container would be 
composed of a flexible material, with a bend in the material 
of the top of the outer container, next to the lid, and similar 
to the lip of the solid container in concept. This would allow 
the user to insert his or her fingers into the area just in front 
of the lid to open the lid. The flexible material could be 
canvas of the type that a tent is made out of, or another 
material. 

In a sixth embodiment, the outer container would be solid, 
but the liner (2) would be composed of a flexible material, 
such as a bag, that could be lifted out of the outer container 
and emptied, or alternatively lifted out of the outer container 
and thrown away. Alternatively, the liner (2) could be 
composed of a solid material, but with a flexible inner inlay, 
such as a bag, that would fit inside the liner and could be 
lifted out of the liner and emptied, or alternatively lifted out 
of the liner and thrown away. 

In a seventh embodiment, the means of attachment 
between the outer container and the below-seat components 
is a “clip' which juts upwards and prevents the outer 
container from coming loose, once the clip is moved into the 
appropriate position. An illustration of this is in the draw 
ings. 

In an eighth embodiment, the outer container (1) is 
equipped with a flexible back panel (6) which contains 
flexible, rubber-like substance, so that the flexible back 
panel can be pressed against the below-seat components and 
the rubber-like substance will mold itself to them, so that the 
outer container (1) will rest compactly against the below 
seat components, so that the embodiment will be in a 
position to receive trash and store it, without the need for the 
strap. 

In a ninth embodiment, the outer container would contain 
a sensor and a small motor, which would cause the lid to 
open whenever a person's hand was near. Such sensors and 
motors are known in the prior art. 

In a tenth embodiment, the outer container would contain 
a small light, located on its top, which would illuminate the 
lid, and make it easier for users to see as they used the 
embodiment. 

In an eleventh embodiment, the lid would be "retract 
able', in that a user could, by pressing on the lid, push it 
upwards and towards the back of the outer container. The lid 
could be designed to move either above or below the top of 
the outer container as it moves backwards. 

In a twelfth embodiment, the means of attachment of the 
outer container to the below-seat components is a stretchable 
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10 
rope similar in characteristics to the ropes used to make 
“bungee cords”. This would eliminate the need for the rope 
to be tightened through the slots, and also eliminate the need 
for a buckle. 

It is worth noting, though, that the embodiment with the 
slots in the outer container and a buckle associated with the 
strap may function better at securing the outer container to 
the below-seat components. 

In a thirteenth embodiment, the lid (5) is set to be on top 
of the top of outer container, so that there is room for a larger 
liner (2). In essence, the lid would not form a continuous 
gradient with the top of the outer container (1). An example 
of this is in FIG. 12. The lid (5) will still be able to open and 
close. 

In a fourteenth embodiment, at least two slots (4) can be 
in the center of the back of the outer container. The strap (3) 
can pass into and out of the outer container (1) through these, 
and also be threaded along part of the back of the outer 
container (1). It is also important to note that it is possible 
to have two or more slots in the center of the back of the 
outer container. If there are multiple straps, or one strap that 
is looped multiple times, these can be threaded through the 
additional slots. If there are only two slots in the center of 
the back of the outer container, the straps can be threaded 
through those two slots. 
A fifteenth embodiment of the invention involves a lock 

ing mechanism which can be placed on the lid (5) to lock the 
lid (5) when desired by the user, and to ensure that trash will 
not fall out of the automobile trash can. Lindsay’s invention 
involved a locking mechanism which was added to the 
storage container, which shows that a locking mechanism 
can be added to the lid (5) of the outer container (1) which 
is part of the instant invention. 
A sixteenth embodiment of the invention involves a latch 

in place of the locking mechanism. The latch will keep the 
lid (5) closed when desired by the user, and ensure that trash 
will not fall out of the automobile trash can. 

It is worth noting that a clean version of the preferred 
embodiment can also be used to carry other things besides 
garbage. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows the preferred embodiment of the automobile 
garbage can, in use next to the driver's side of an automo 
bile. 

FIG. 2 shows a bird’s eye view of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention. 

FIG. 3 shows a bird’s eye view of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention with the lid open. 

FIG. 4 shows a view of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention from the left. 

FIG. 5 shows a view of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention from the right. 

FIG. 6 shows a view from the side of an embodiment of 
the invention with a back panel (6) composed of rubber. 

FIG. 7 shows a bird’s-eye view of an embodiment of the 
invention which has a flexible outer container (8). 

FIG. 8 shows an “exploded” view of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention. The lid is open and the liner 
is shown. 
FIG.9 shows an embodiment of the invention in use next 

to the driver's side of an automobile, with “feet.” 
FIG. 10 shows an embodiment of the invention with a 

“bungee-type' method of attachment. 
FIG. 11 shows an embodiment of the invention with a 

lever-type method of attachment. 
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FIG. 12 shows an embodiment of the invention with the 
lid (5) on top of the top of the outer container (1). 

FIG. 13 shows the preferred embodiment of the invention 
from the back. 

FIG. 14 shows a cross-section of an embodiment of the 
invention, with a spring (7) which pushes the lid (5) closed 
after the user stops pressing on the lid. This embodiment also 
contains a light (14) on the top of the outer container (1). 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows the preferred embodiment of the automobile 
garbage can, in use next to the driver's side of an automo 
bile. The means for attachment is a strap with a side-release 
male-female buckle (3), and that strap is wrapped securely 
around the lower part of the seat. Therefore, the top opening 
of the outer container (1) and the lid (5) will remain facing 
upward, in a position where the driver can easily reach 
down, open the lid, and drop a piece of trash into the liner. 
The 35-40 degree downward angle of the lid and the top of 
the outer container can be discerned. The lid has this angle 
so that the driver can comfortably open it. The rounded 
concave shape of the lip can also be seen. This allows the 
user to open the lid more easily. 

FIG. 2 shows a bird's eye view of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention. The outer container can be seen, along 
with the lid. The downward angle of the lid and the outer 
container is also visible. The means for attachment, which 
here is a strap with a buckle, is shown with the strap threaded 
through the three slots in the outer container. 

FIG. 3 shows a bird's eye view of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention with the lid open. Screws (12) can be 
seen inside the embodiment. They help to keep the embodi 
ment together. The liner (2) can also be seen inside the outer 
container (1). A groove of the liner is visible. 

FIG. 4 shows a view of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention from the left. The 35-40 degree angle of the top of 
the outer container and the 10-15 degree angle of the bottom 
of the outer container can both be clearly seen. Three of the 
slots on the left side of the outer container (1) are visible. 
The strap (3) and buckle can also be seen. 

FIG. 5 shows a view of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention from the right. The 35-40 degree angle of the top 
of the outer container and the 10-15 degree angle of the 
bottom of the outer container can both be clearly seen. Three 
of the slots on the right side of the outer container (1) are 
visible. The strap (3) and buckle can also be seen. 

FIG. 6 shows a view from the side of an embodiment of 
the invention with a back panel (6) composed of rubber. 
Here, the three slots on the side of the embodiment are 
visible. The back panel (6) is also visible, and a user can use 
the back panel to attach the invention to the under-seat 
components of an automobile. 

FIG. 7 shows a bird’s-eye view of an embodiment of the 
invention which has a flexible outer container (8). The 
ability of the outer container to change shape can be dis 
cerned from this drawing. The liner is solid in this embodi 
ment, and does not change shape. 

FIG. 8 shows an “exploded” view of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention. The lid is open and the liner 
is shown. The fact that trash placed into the invention will 
fall into the liner is discernible. 

FIG. 9 shows an embodiment of the invention in use next 
to the driver's side of an automobile, with “feet” (10). The 
embodiment can be seen near the driver's seat of the 
automobile. The driver will not be disturbed, and his leg 
room will not be impeded. The device is attached to the 
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below-seat components with a strap and buckle. The feet 
help to keep the embodiment upright, which helps its ease of 
use and is an additional safety feature. 

FIG. 10 shows an embodiment of the invention with a 
“bungee-type' elastic cord method of attachment. This 
embodiment does not rely on any kind of buckle, but instead 
relies of the elasticity of the elastic cord (17). The elastic 
cord (17) wraps around the below-seat components and 
ensures that the outer container (1) stays attached to them. 

FIG. 11 shows an embodiment of the invention with a 
lever-type means of attachment. Here, the lever (15) sticks 
into the below-seat components and provides a physical 
barrier against the outer container (1) being moved or 
changing position. If the outer container does not move or 
change position, this makes it more likely that vehicle 
occupants will be able to reach down and deposit trash in the 
embodiment when desired. 

FIG. 12 shows an embodiment of the invention with the 
lid (5) on top of the outer container (1). In this particular 
embodiment, a user can open the embodiment by moving the 
lid with his or her finger, and the lid will slide over the top 
of the outer container (1). This makes room for a larger 
lining (2). The lid is half-open here so that the viewer can see 
that the retractable lid is above the top of the outer container 
(1) and does not form a continuous gradient with it. 

FIG. 13 shows the preferred embodiment of the invention 
from the back. Here, the slots (4) on both sides of the back 
of the embodiment can be seen. The strap (3) can also be 
See. 

FIG. 14 shows a cross-section of an embodiment of the 
invention containing a light (14) on top of the outer con 
tainer (1) and also a spring (7) which causes the lid (5) to 
Swing closed after the user has opened the lid and taken his 
or her fingers off the lid. The liner (2) is visible inside the 
outer container (1). The user can use the light (14) to see and 
use the embodiment. The light can be powered by a battery 
or another method, and Such lights are known in the prior art. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for receiving and storing trash, for 

occupants of vehicles, comprising an outer 
container (1), a liner (2), a means of attachment of the 

outer container (1) to the below-seat components of a 
vehicle, and a lid (5): 

said outer container being hollow, oblong in shape, and 
having a front, a back, a top, a bottom, a left side, and 
a right side, 

said lid (5) being attached to said outer container and 
capable of opening or closing an aperture in said outer 
container, and said lid either partially or completely 
blocking said aperture when closed, 

said liner (2) being shaped in a manner that said liner can 
fit inside said outer container, below the top of said 
outer container and below said aperture, so that items 
which are dropped into said aperture will fall into said 
liner, said liner also being capable of being removed 
from said outer container when desired by the user; said 
liner having an opening on said liners top, walls on 
said liner's sides, and said liner having a bottom wall, 
said liner also being comprised of a dishwasher-safe 
material; 

and said liner having grooves on its walls to allow a user 
to grip said liner by said grooves to more easily lift the 
liner out of said outer container, said apparatus further 
comprising that 

said means of attachment of the outer container (1) to the 
below-seat components of a vehicle is a back panel (6): 
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where said back panel further comprises flexible rubber, 
said flexible rubber being sufficiently flexible that when 
the back panel (6) is pushed against said below-seat 
components, said back panel will be shaped against 
said below-seat components, and said flexible rubber 
also being sufficiently strong that when said back panel 
(6) is not being pushed said back panel (6) does not 
change shape, 

So that a user can push the outer container (1) onto said 
below-seat components, and said flexible rubber will 
shape itself against said below-seat components so that 
said outer container fits compactly against said below 
seat components. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising that the 
top of said outer container follows a gradual 35-40 degree 
gradient downward, from the back of said outer container to 
the front of said outer container, and the bottom of said outer 
container follows a gradual 10 to 25 degree gradient upward 
from the back of said outer container to the front of said 
outer container. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising that said 
lid (5) sits on top of the top of said outer container (1), while 
the aperture in the top of said outer container (1) remains, 
thus allowing more room inside said outer container for said 
liner (2) so that said liner (2) can be larger. 

4. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising that part 
of said top of said outer container next to said lid (5) is either 
raised and rounded, or lowered and rounded, so that users 
can more easily open said lid (5) by reaching their fingers 
into the rounded area and catching said lid (5). 

5. An apparatus for receiving and storing trash, for 
occupants of vehicles, comprising an outer container (1), a 
liner (2), a means of attachment of the outer container (1) to 
the below-seat components of a vehicle, and a lid (5): 

said outer container being hollow, oblong in shape, and 
having a front, a back, a top, a bottom, a left side, and 
a right side, 

said lid (5) being attached to said outer container and 
capable of opening or closing an aperture in said outer 
container, and said lid either partially or completely 
blocking said aperture when closed, 

said liner (2) being shaped in a manner that said liner can 
fit inside said outer container, below the top of said 
outer container and below said aperture, so that items 
which are dropped into said aperture will fall into said 
liner, said liner also being capable of being removed 
from said outer container when desired by the user; said 
liner having an opening on said liner's top, having 
walls on said liner's sides, and said liner having a 
bottom wall, 

said apparatus further comprising that the top of said outer 
container follows a gradual 35-40 degree gradient 
downward, from the back of said outer container to the 
front of said outer container; and the bottom of said 
outer container follows a gradual 10 to 25 degree 
gradient upward from the back of said outer container 
to the front of said outer container; 

said apparatus further comprising that part of said top of 
said outer container next to said lid (5) is either raised 
and rounded, or lowered and rounded, so that users can 
more easily open said lid (5) by reaching their fingers 
into the rounded area and catching said lid (5): 

said apparatus further comprising that said outer container 
has a vertical row of at least two slots on said outer 
container's left side, close to the corner between the left 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

14 
side and the back of said outer container, a vertical row 
of at least two slots on said outer container's right side, 
close to the corner between the right side and the back 
of said outer container, a vertical row of at least two 
slots on the back of said outer container, close to the 
corner between the right side of said outer container 
and the back of said outer container, and a vertical row 
of at least two slots on the back of said outer container, 
close to the corner between the left side of said outer 
container and the back of said outer container; 

said apparatus further comprising that the means of 
attachment of the outer container to the below-seat 
components of the vehicle is a strap (3) with a buckle 
(11): 

where said strap can be threaded through said slots (4) to 
attach said strap to said outer container (1), and where 
said strap can then be used to attach said outer container 
(1) to said below-seat components by said strap making 
loops around said below-seat components, while said 
strap is threaded through said slots and where said 
buckle (11) can be manipulated to vary the size of said 
loops. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising feet on the 
bottom of said outer container, said feet helping said outer 
container to stay upright. 

7. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that said 
outer container (7) is made of a flexible canvas. 

8. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that said 
liner (2) is made of a flexible material. 

9. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that said 
liner (2) is made of a flexible material and is disposable. 

10. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising an inner 
inlay that fits inside said liner, which can be removed from 
said liner if desired by the user. 

11. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising an inner 
inlay that fits inside said liner, which can be removed from 
said liner if desired by the user, and which is disposable. 

12. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that said 
liner has one or more indents, or raised points, near the top 
of said liner, to help users to grip the liner. 

13. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that the 
outer container (1), liner (2), and lid (5) are made out of 
plastic. 

14. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that the 
number of slots in each vertical row of slots on the outer 
container (1) is three. 

15. A process of reducing the amount of litter in a vehicle 
with a large number of occupants, said vehicle belonging to 
the group comprising buses, airplanes, and boats, by equip 
ping some or all of the seats in said vehicle with the 
apparatus of claim 5. 

16. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising that the 
top of said outer container follows a gradual 15-25 degree 
gradient downward, from the back of said outer container to 
the front of said outer container. 

17. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising a locking 
mechanism on the lid (5) of said outer container (1), where 
said locking mechanism can keep said lid (5) locked to said 
outer container (1), thus keeping said lid (5) from opening. 

18. The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising a latch 
ing mechanism on the lid (5) of said outer container (1). 
where said latching mechanism can keep said lid (5) latched 
to said outer container (1), thus keeping said lid (5) from 
opening. 


