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The instant invention relates to costume jewelry and 
more particularly to earrings. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a support 
for an earring in a manner whereby the latter can be 
interchanged readily with an earring of different design 
complemental to a selection of a user. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a device 

which is so constructed and the parts thereof so co-oper 
atively arranged with respect to each other that an ear 
ring will swing slightly on a pivot for displaying scin 
tillating, iridescent colors of the stones thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a device 

which is slightly expandable whereby, during use, the sup 
port for the earring will fit snugly on the ear of a given 
Sc. 

A further important object of the invention is to pro 
vide a device for the above-described purposes which is 
so arranged that more than one ornament may be sup 
ported simultaneously with an earring. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

device which is so constructed that an earring attached 
thereto is prevented from defining a complete revolution 
on its pivot pin, during use, and in accordance with a 
particular design displayed on the outward face of the 
earring. 
And a yet further object of the invention is to provide 

a device which is so constructed that the major portions 
thereof can be formed by means of punch-press and die 
operations, whereby the cost of manufacture is compar 
atively low, and the retail price thereof is correspond 
ingly economical. 

Other and further objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be understood from the following detailed de 
scription thereof. . 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side view of an earring support and an 

earring, certain portions of the latter being broken away. 
Figure 2 is an edge view on an enlarged scale of the 

earring shown in Figure 1, together with certain portions 
of a suspending means therefor employed, portions of 
said suspending means being broken away. 

Figure 3 depicts an upper end view of a half portion 
or receptacle of an earring attaching means employed. 

Figrue 4 is a section taken substantially on line 4-4 
of Figure 1, on an enlarged scale and looking in the di 
rection of the arrows, and showing certain portions of 
the suspending means for the earring broken away. 

Figure 5 is a sectional view similar to Figure 4 and 
looking in a direction opposite to the broken line 4-4 

65 
of Figure 1. 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 3 and showing the 
earring attached to a portion of its suspending and detent 
means, a portion of said suspending means being broken 
away. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a plate employed hav 
ing convergent edges, together with certain detent means, 
and showing said plate pivotally attached to a portion of 
the lower half portion of said suspending, means. 
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2 
Figure 8 depicts a portion of the upper portion of said 

Suspending means and showing an auxiliary ornament 
attaching means preferably employed. 
While one embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the above-referred-to drawings, it is to be understood 
that they are merely for the purpose of illustration and 
that various changes in construction may be resorted to 
in the course of manufacture in order that the invention 
may be utilized to the best advantage according to cir 
cumstances which may arise, without in any manner de 
parting from the spirit and intention of the device, which 
is to be limited only in accordance with the appended 
claims. And while there is stated the primary field of 
utility of the invention, it remains obvious that it may be 
employed in any other capacity wherein it may be found applicable. 

In the accompanying drawings, and in the following 
specification, the same reference characters are used to 
designate the same parts and elements throughout and 
in which the numeral 10 refers to the invention in its 
entirety, and 12 indicates the upper hook-like portion 
or section of the suspending means of the instant device. 
The lower half portion or section of said suspending 

means is indicated at 14. Said portions 12 and 14 are 
formed of comparatively thin, slightly resilient wire which 
can be gold plated or flesh-colored, as may be desired. 
The upper portion. 12 is provided with a loop 16 which 
telescopically receives therethrough the lower portion 14, 
and the latter likewise is provided with a loop 18 which 
encircles the wire 12. 
A spring 20 extends around the wires between the 

loops 6 and 18. The ends of the spring bear against 
said loops, and the said portions 12 and 14 are urged 
toward each other for assuring a snug fit to the ear of 
a given user. 
As best shown in Figure 8, the upper wire or portion 

12 has a terminal end to which a ball 22 or the like is 
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applied. An eye 24 is secured adjacent to the ball, and 
a flexible chain 26 is connected at one of its ends to said 
eye. The other end of the chain is connected to an aux 
iliary ornament such as or similar to the ornament indi 
cated at 28 in Figure 1. Since the chain 26 is flexible, 
said auxiliary ornament will move slightly at times when 
the user moves her head during use. 
The length of the member 12 between the eye 24 and 

said ball or ornament 22 is intended to fit outwardly of 
the ear of a user, and it will be understood that, if de 
sired, the ball 22 may be disposed closely adjacent to the 
eye 24 and said length dispensed with. 
As best shown in Figures 2 and 5, that end of the wire 

14 which is disposed downwardly during use is provided 
with a portion 30 disposed at approximately a right angle 
with respect to the main body portion 14 thereof. The 
length of the portion 30 is slightly greater than the thick 
ness of the lobe of a user's ear. The portion 30 is pro 
vided with a flared or splayed terminal end portion 32, 
best shown in Figures 4 and 5. The portion 30 extends 
through a plate 34 of a half portion of a locking device 
employed, whereby said plate 34 is pivotally and loosely 
mounted through an aperture 35 of said plate 34. The 
member 34 is free to pivot or swivel on its pivotal mount 
ing and is prevented from defining a complete revolution 
by means of an upper detent 36 and a lower detent 38 
which governs swinging movements of said plate. 
The member 34 is formed by means of a punch-press 

and die operation, whereby the oppositely disposed side 
walls 40 and 42 are not only provided convergently dis 
posed toward each other, but also the said detents are 
formed by incising the metal and causing the detents to 
be bent outwardly at a right angle from the member 34. 
Normally the wider end of the member 34 is disposed 
downwardly during use. During a swinging movement 
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of the member 34, the detents 36 and 38 engage the ad 
jacent sides of the member 4 respectively for preventing 
the member 34 from defining more than approximately a 
100 of a circle, as may be selected for preventing the 
later-described earring from Swinging unduly in a verti 
cal direction during use, and at times when said earring 
is attached thereto. 
The other half portion of the locking device includes 

a receptacle 44 and is best shown in Figure 3, being pro 
vided with oppositely disposed projecting portions 46 and 
48 which are disposed convergently with respect to each 
other, complemental to the convergence of the side edges 
40 and 42 of the plate 34 shown in Figure 7, said con 
vergence being so arranged that the narrower end of the 
member 44 is disposed, during use, upwardly, and the 
wider end downwardly. The projecting portions 46 and 
48 are not only disposed convergently with respect to 
each other but are also preferably bent or tipped slightly 
toward each other throughout the length of said portions 
46 and 48 for gripping the edges of 40 and 42 of the 
plate 34 snugly. 
As thus described, it will be understood that the mem 

ber 44 may be readily attached to the member 34 by 
sliding said projecting portions 46 and 48 over said edges 
40 and 42, respectively, for snug engagement, since said 
edges are disposed convergently and also said projecting 
portions. 

Similarly, the members 34 and 44 may be readily de 
tached from each other by a movement of said members 
away from each other for disengagement of the edges 40 
and 42 from the edges 46 and 48, respectively. 

For convenience of illustration, the several parts of the 
device are depicted comparatively thick, however it will 
be understood that such parts are comparatively thin. 
The member 44 is provided with a medially disposed 

slot 49 which is preferably arcuate in plan, and as best 
shown in Figure 3, for reception therein of the splayed 
end 32 as best shown in Figure 4. 
At times when a loose fit is desired between the side 

edges 40 and 42 of the member 34 and the projecting 
portions 46 and 48 of the member 44, the said slot 49 may 
be dispensed with. Also, said slot may be dispensed: 
with at times when the splayed end 32 is countersunk into 
plate 34. 
The earring preferably includes a metallic base 50 for 

Securing rhinestones or colored stones thereto, if desired, 
and it will be understood that said stones may be directly 
attached to the member 44 at desired times. At times 
when the base 50 is employed, the latter may be encrusted 
with the said rhinestones indicated at 52. It will be un 
derstood that colored stones which simulate jewels may 
be employed in lieu of the said rhinestones. 
The rhinestones 52 may be attached to the member 50 

by means of surrounding the rhinestones adjacent the 
edges thereof with a bezel 54 or may be attached by means 
of a Suitable adhesive. The rhinestones may be arranged 
in any suitable fashion with respect to each other, and 
as shown in Figure 1, the lower stone is horizontally dis 
posed during use and the other two stones 52 are dis 
posed side by side as shown in said Figure 1. The bezel 
54 may be formed integral with the base 50 or attached 
thereto by any suitable means. 

Attached to said base 50 or to the plate 44 of the lock 
ing device as the case may be, a further ornamental pend 
ant or a plurality thereof indicated at 58 is suitably at 
tached to the ornament. 
As thus described, it will be understood that at times 

When the members 58 are employed, the latter will nor 
mally be suspended downwardly and the ornamental de 
sign approximately vertically resultant from the weight 
thereof. 
design such as a butterfly or the like, in lieu of said 

4. 
tion resultant from the user shaking or moving her head, 
the detents 36 and 38 prevent the same. 

It will be noted that should the earring generally indi 
cated at 60 become lost, it may be readily replaced with 
another of the same design, and that the earring is free 
to quiver for displaying the said rhinestones, butterfly 
or other ornamental design during use. 
The auxiliary ornament 28 may be similarly replaced 

by attaching it to a link of the chain 26. During use, the 
wires 12 and 14 are normally urged toward each other 
for providing a snug fit to the ear of a given user, whereby 
a comparatively heavy earring may be supported without 
discomfort to said user. 

5 
The arcuate portion of the wire. 12, during use, is dis 

posed in and against the skin of the crotch between the 
helix of the ear and the user's head, whereby the major 
portion of the weight of a comparatively heavy ornament 
is carried comfortably by a user thereof. 
From the foregoing specification, it will become ap 

parent that the invention disclosed will adequately accom 
plish, the functions for which it has been designed and in 
an economical manner, and that its simplicity, accuracy, 
and ease of operation are such as to provide a relatively 
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At times when the earring includes a given 

rhinestones and the members 53, whereby it is not desired 
that such design be displayed in an upside down posi 

inexpensive device, considering what it will accomplish, 
and that it will find an important place in the art to 
which it appertains when once placed on the market. 

It is thought that persons skilled in the art to which 
the invention relates will be able to obtain a clear un 
derstanding of the invention after considering the de 
scription in connection with the drawings. Therefore a 
more lengthy description is regarded as unnecessary. 
Changes in shape, size, and arrangement of details and 

parts such as come within the purview of the invention 
claimed may be resorted to in actual practice, if desired. 

I claim: 
1. An ear ornament comprising, two wires slidably and 

telescopically joined together one of said wires having an 
end portion arcuate in plan for engagement with and over 
an upper portion of an ear of a user, the other wire hav 
ing an offset end portion disposed at approximately a 
right angle thereto for engagement under the lobe of 
said ear, said right angle portion being provided with a 
splayed end; a plate pivotally mounted on said offset 
portion adjacent said splayed end, said plate being pro 
vided with oppositely disposed detents positioned to en 
gage the sides of the wire having the offset portion there 
on during turning movements of said plate, oppositely 
disposed edges of said plate being disposed convergently 
With respect to each other; a receptacle porvided with 
outwardly disposed projections, said projections being 
arranged convergently with respect to each other com 
plemental to said side edges of the plate for readily join 
ing the latter to said receptacle; and an ornament attached 
to said receptacle. 

2. An ear ornament comprising a wire having an offset 
end portion disposed at approximately a right angle 
thereto, said portion being provided with a splayed end, 
a plate pivotally mounted on said offset end portion 
adjacent said splayed end, said plate being provided with 
oppositely disposed detents arranged to engage side sur 
faces of the wire from which the offset portion extends 
during turning movements of said plate for limiting said 
turning, oppositely disposed edges, of said plate being 
disposed convergently with respect to each other; a re 
ceptacle provided with outwardly disposed projections 
arranged, convergently with respect to each other and 
complemental with respect to said side edges of said 
plate for slidably joining the receptacle to said plate; an 
ornamental design carried by said receptacle adapted 
to be displayed adjacent the lobe of said ear; and resil 
ient means for supporting the weight of said ornament 
upon the skin of a user between the crotch of the helix 
of said ear and said user's head. 

3. In an earring, the combination which comprises an 
arcuate wire Support having a hook-like upper section de 
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signed to be positioned over the upper edge of the web of 
an ear, the lower end of the upper section having a right 
angular position loop extended therefrom, an arcuate 
lower section also having a right-angular position loop 
extended outwardly from the upper end, the upper sec 
tion being extended through and slidably mounted in the 
loop of the lower section and the lower section being 
extended through and slidably mounted in the loop of 
the upper section, a spring extended around the portions 
of the upper and lower sections positioned between the 
loops, the ends of the spring bearing against the loops 
urging the arcuate portions of the upper and lower sec 
tions of the support into gripping relation with an ear, 
the lower end of the lower section of the support having 
an offset portion extended substantially at a right angle 
to the body portion thereof, a vertically disposed plate 
having edges converging from the lower to the upper 
end pivotally mounted on the offset portion of the lower 
end of the lower section, a receptacle having projec 
tions on the edges positioned with the projections over 
the converging edges of the plate, the projections of 
the receptacle converging from the lower to the upper 
edge thereof to correspond with the edges of the plate, 
and an ornament mounting base secured to said recep 
tacle, the plate having vertically spaced detents extended 
therefrom and the detents being positioned in a vertical 
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6 
plane offset from the axis of the offset portion extended 
from the lower end of said lower section and positioned 
whereby the lower portion of said lower section extends 
between the detents whereby the lower portion of the 
lower section of the support is engaged by inner ends of 
the detents to limit turning movement of the ornament 
mounting on the support. 
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