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My invention relates to a new and useful receptacle, adapted to be used for handling 
or shipping medical specimens - or the like, 
and it relates more particularly to a novel 

... method of sealing such container or recep 
tacle, for the purpose of insuring against any 
tampering with the contents thereof, and to 
instire against the absolute purity of the 
product contained in the receptacle, and in 

* io Stiº??. that the content is genuine. 
: My invention relates more particularly to 
a shipping container adapted specially for 
use by physicians and patients in shipping 
or transmitting medical specimens to the 

is medical laboratory for examination or analy 
It has been the practice in packaging con 

modities of all sorts, for handling or ship 
ping purposes, or for general merchandizing 

to purposes, to seal such container or receptacle, 
in such a manner that the seal may be easily 
broken, when it is desired to open the con 
tainer or receptacle. For this purpose it has 
been customary to secure, to one side of the 

is container or receptacle, one end of an ad 
hesive paper sealing strip, then to place the 
sealifigistrip across the closure, or lid, of the 
containier or receptacle, and then adhesively 
to secure the free end of the adhesive paper 

to sealing strip, to the opposed side of the cont 
tainer in a taut condition, so as thereby to seal 
the closure or lid of the container. 

" This · practice has been * carried out pri 
marily by the original manufacturer or mak 

isser of the product so packed, and he merely 
placed separate sealing strips over the closure 
of the shipping container as the last step in 
the packaging of the product. 

I have found that when physicians and 
40 patients are supplied with specimen contain 

ers and separate sealing strips, the specimen 
filled containers are returned in great many 
eases, without the sealing strips having been 
applied, because the sealing strips were either 

*45 miisiplåeed or löst or forgotten by théºphy 
sicia? or patiênt åt the time the specimen Wäs 
packed fôr transmittal to the laboratory. 
Then too, in the use of the paper sealing 

strips of this sort, considerable difficulty has 
50 been experienced on account of the liability 

of such sealing strip to breakage during trans 
portation or handling, particularly at the 
corners of the lid. Thus any slight impact 
or abrasion, during handling, shipping, or 
the like, readily breaks the paper sealing strip 
at the corners and thereby enables the con 
tents thereof to be exchanged, altered or adul 
terated, without any detection by the con 
Signee. ' 
To remedy the foregoing conditions, I have 

devised a shipping container specially adapt 
ed for medical specimens, which is provided 
with a detachable closure and a sealing strip 
having one end thereof initially secured to 
one side of the container and extending in the 
direction of the closure, and having the loose, 
free or unattached portion thereof, snugly 
secured to the body of the container in a tem 
porary manner, so that the container may thus 
be distributed or shipped to the ultimate user 
with the sealing strip safely attached to the 
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container and always ready for use by the 
physician or patient so that its use may be 
insured to the maximum extent. 
By my novel invention I also provide a 

receptacle, having a lidor closure of any suit 
able type, either the frictionally engaging or 
the screw threaded type, said closure or lid 
of my novel construction being provided with 
corner depressions or a transverse recess or 
channel of suitable depth, extending acroSS 
the top thereof, adapted to receive the trans 
verse portion of the adhesive paper sealing 
strip. 
Thus, according to my invention, I provide 

the container with an adhesive paper sealing 
strip having one end thereof initially ad 
hesively secured to the wall of the container, 
and having the remaining portion thereof ex 
tending in the direction of the closure and 
being folded back upon itself Snugly against 
the side of the container and temporarily Se 
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cured thereto by a readily detachable fas 
tener (suchas a rubber band) encircling the 
container and embracing the folded-back seal 
ing strip, and adapted to be released by the 
cultimate user and to be extended across the 
top of the closure, to be seated in the trans 
verse recess or channel of such closure, and 
then to be finally adhesively secured to the O 
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opposed side of the container, thereby to seal 
said closure or lid onto the container. With 
the seal strip thus provided and arranged, 
it will always be ready and in good condition 
for its final use and will not be lost, mis 
laid, forgotten or overlooked by the ultimate 
user (physician or patient), and with the seal 
ing strip thus seated in the transverse recess 
or channel of the closure or lid, it is pro 
tected against abrasion or impact, by said 
closure or lid itself, said strip being below the 
effective surface of the lid or closure. 
For the purpose of illustrating my inven 

tion, I have shown in the accompanying 
drawings, forms thereof which are at present 
preferred by me. since they will give in prac 
tice satisfactory and reliable results, although 
it is to be understood that the various instru 
mentalities of which my invention consists 
can be variously arranged and organized and 
that my invention is not limited to the pre 
cise arrangement and organization of these 
instrumentalities as herein shown and de 
scribed. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a 

container of the screw cap type, shown in 
the unused condition, embodying my inven 
tion. 

Figure 2 represents a similar perspective 
view, of a friction cap type of container, also 
embodying my invention and shown in the 
sealed condition. 

Figure 3 represents a vertical section on 
line 3-3 of Figure 1, illustrating, however, 
the container of my novel construction and in 
the sealed condition. 

Figure 4 represents a vertical section of a 
modified form of a lid construction also em 
bodying my invention, applied to a friction 
cap type of container, and illustrating the 
same in the sealed condition. 

Referring to the drawings, in which like 
reference characters indicate like parts, 1 
designates a container of any desired con 
struction, such as screw cap type illustrated 
in Figures 1 and 3, or the friction cap type 
illustrated in Figures 2 and 4, of the draw 
ings, adapted to receive, and to be threadedly 
engaged by the lower pendant and corre 
spondingly threaded flange 5 of the lid or cap 
6, or having a straight frictional annular ter 
minal portion 17, as shown in Figures 2 and 4, 
adapted to receive and to be frictionally, or 
otherwise, engaged by the snugly fitting lower 
pendant flange 18 of the cap 6. 
The threaded flange 5 is adapted to seat 

Snugly onto the upper threaded terminal por 
tion of the container, so as to retain the lid or 
cap 6 upon the container without necessarily 
threading the cap onto the container, to the 
limit, that is, without tightening up the same. 
The cap or lid 6 is provided with a flat 

upper portion 7, having a transversely and 
diametrically extending flat recess or channel 
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8 therein, of suitable depth. An adhesive 
paper sealing strip 9, is secured at one end to 
the side of the container, as at 10. Any suita 
ble label 11, or the like, may be superimposed 
upon the end 10 of the sealing strip 9, in a 
manner shown either in Figures 1 and 3 or in 
Figures 2 and 4. The unused containers are 
in the condition shown in Figure 1. Thus, 
the sealing strip 9, having the end 10 thereof 
permanently secured to the container, is 
folded back upon itself a suitable number 
of times, parallel to the wall of the container, 
and retained in such position temporarily by 
a rubber band 12 or the like, Snugly against 
the side of the container, so that it will remain 
intact during shipment and handling while 
container is empty, and be ready for use at 
the time the container is filled. 
In use, the object to be packaged such as a 

specimen or specimen bottle, is placed in the 
receptacle and the cap 6 is then applied 
thereto, either in the manner shown in 
Figures 1 and 3, or in the manner shown in 
Figures 2 and 4. Whether a screw cap, 
(Figures 1 and 3), a friction cap, (Figures 
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2 and 4), or any other type of cap is employed, 
the cap 6 is turned to a point at which the 
transverse recess 8 will register with the seal 
ing strip 9. In this position of the recess 8, 
the adhesive strip 9 is released from the tem 95 

porary retaining band Ol' means 12, and is 
placed across the lid or cap 6 so as to seat 
snugly in said transverse recess 8, and the 
free end 13 thereof is then finally adhesively 
secured to the opposed side of the wall of the 
container, by Wetting, and in such a manner 
as to retain the sealing strip 9 taut around the 
cap or lid 6, when thus seated in the recess 8. 
The transverse portion 14 of the sealing 

strip. 9, is thus protected against any impact 
or abrasion, particularly at the corners 15 
thereof and thus any accidental breakage of 
the same during transit is practically ???imi 
nated. 

In Figure 4 I have shown a modified form 
or construction, wherein the transverse recess 
is not extended entirely across the lid or cap 
6, but merely provided at the corners 15 
thereof as at 16, whereby the points of great 
est exposure and most subject to impacts and 
abrasion, that is, the corner points along the 
Sealing strip 9, are amply protected. 

It will now be apparent that I have devised 
a novel and useful construction in receptacle, 
which embodies the features of advantage 
enumerated as desirable in the statement of 
the invention and the above description, and 
while I have, in the present instance, shown 
and described preferred embodiments thereof 
which will give in practice satisfactory and 
reliable results, it is to be understood that 
such embodiments are susceptible of modifi 
cation in various particulars without depart 
ing from the spirit or scope of the invention 
or Sacrificing any of its advantages. 
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Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is:- - 

1. A shipping container including a body 
and a closure therefor, an adhesive sealing 
strip having one end thereof initially secured 
to the wall of said container and having the 
remaining portion thereof extending in the 
direction of said closure and being secured 
snugly against the wall of the container by temporary retaining means, and being adapt 
led to be released from said temporary re 
tainer and to be extended across said closure 
and to have its free end finally secured to the 
wall of the container. 2. A shipping container including a body 
and a closure therefor, having a seal receiv 
ing recess, an adhesive sealing strip having 
one end thereof initially secured to the wall 
of said container and having the remaining 
portion thereof extending in the direction 
of said closure and being secured snugly 
against the wall of the container by tempor 
ary retaining means, and being adapted to 

es be released from said temporary retainer and 
to be extended across said closure and seated 
in said recess thereof, and to have its free end 
finally secured to the wall of the container. 

3. A shipping container including a body 
so and a closure therefor, a sealing strip having 

one end thereof initially secured to the wall 
of said container and having the remaining. 
portion thereof extending in the direction of 
said closure and being secured Snugly against 

s5 the wall of the container by temporary re 
taining means, and being adapted to be re 
leased from said temporary retainer and to 
be extended across said closure and to have 
its free end finally secured to the wall of the 

to container. 
4. A shipping container including a body 

and a closure therefor, having a seal receiv 
ing recess, a sealing strip having one end 
thereof initially secured to the wall of said 

45 container and having the remaining portion 
thereof extending in the direction of said 
closure and being secured Snugly against the 
wall of the container by temporary retaining 
means, and being adapted to be released from 

50 said temporary retainer and to be extended. 
across said closure and seated in said recess 
thereof, and to have its free end finally se 
cured to the wall of the container. 
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