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Confinuation of Box lll; Lack of Unity of invention

Group |li: claims 57-60, directed to a sampling valve for a sample container, comprising: a base; and a stem comprising a connector,
wherein the valve ig open when a longitudinal axis of the stem is oriented parallel to & longitundinal axis of the base and the valve is
closed when the longitudinal axis of the stem Is orlented perpandicular to a longitudinal axis of the base.

Group (V: claims 61-67, directed to a multipositional sampling valve, wherein the multipositional valve comprises at last two inlets and a
three position valve.

Thae inventions listed as Groups | - IV do not relate to a single general Inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rula
13.2, they lack the same or comespanding special tachnlcal features for the following reasons:

The special technical featune of the Group IV claims is a multipositonal sampling valve, wherein the multipositional valve comprises at
last two inlels and a three position valva - not required by the clalms of any other Group. Tha special technical feature of the Group I
clalms |s a a sampling valva for @ sample container, comprising: a base; and a stem comprising a connecter, whereln the valve is opan
when a longitudinal axis of the stem is criented paraliel to & longitundinal axis of the base and the valve is closed when the lngitudinal
axls of the stem is oriented perpenditular fo a longitudinal axis of tha basa - not requirad by the claims of any cther Group. The special
technical feature of tha Group Il claims is a method of forming a sampling bag - not required by the claims of any other Group.

There is no common technical element shared by all of the above groups Groups | and Il are related to sampling bags having an infet,
and comprising at least one layer comprising a metallic alloy. This common technical element does not represent an improvement cver
the prior art of US 2002/0188211 A1 ta Galliher st al., which discloses collapsible bags (abstract), wherein said bags may be a partof a
bioreactor system {para [0025]). end thersfore may constitute "sample bags”, wherein "all or porfions of the collapsible bag, liner or other
container may comprise a substantially rigid material, such as a rigid polymer, metal, or glass (para [0025]) but having a thickness
and/or physical properties rendaring the contalner as a whole unable to maintain its shape and/or structural integrity when subjected to
the intamal pressures expected during operation without the benefit of a separate support structure (para [0056]), and whereln metals,
and magnetic matarials can also ba usad to form all or portions of a componsem. in some embodiments, all or partions of a compaonent
are sigid; in other embadiments, all or portions of a component are flexible (implying wherein even the metallic components may be
flexibla): further wherein the cortainer comprises an optional inlet port and cutist port (para [0028]}, and whenein "Advantageously, the
container (and/or bladder) may be formed and configured such that the thermally-conductive material |5 adapted 1o conduct heat away
from an interior of the contalner to an environmenit outside of the container™ {para [0088]), and "In some embodiments, the thermalty-
conductive material is in the form of a plurality of particles...The thermally-conductive material can be embedded in the material used to
form the container” {para [0083]), and whareln "Where the themmally-conductive malerial comprises a metal, it is to be understood that
one or more metals can be used...{e.g., an alloy)* (para [0096]). Groups {ll and IV share the common technical element of being related
to sampling velves. Thia common technlical eloment doas not rapmaant an improvement over the prior art of US 5,601,115 A to
Broorman, which dis¢losas a multiport sampling valve (ab ). Tharefore, the i jons of Groups | - IV lack unity of invention under
PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or cormspondlng spacial lad'mlcal featura.
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