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INSTRUMENT PLECTRUM.

Application filed March 29, 1923,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WiLLiam F. Kiy-
BaLL and Bessie N, KimBaLn, citizens of
the United States, residing at New Mil-
ford, in the county of Litchfield and State
of Connecticut, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Instrument Plectra,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to devices for fa-
cilitating the playing of stringed instru-
ments, and has for its object to provide an
improved plectrum.

The objects and advantages of this in-
vention will be made manifest in the fol-
lowing specification of an embodiment of
the invention illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein

Figure 1 is a perspective of the device
showing the form in which the blade is de-
tachable from a holder.

Fig. 2 is a perspective of the holder from
which the blade has been detached.

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the holder
or finger ring.

Fig. 4 is a perspective of the detached
blade.

Fig. 5 is a perspective of a form in which
the blade and the ring are of integral con-
struction.

Players of stringed instruments of cer-
tain kinds now generally use a picking
blade of flexible material, and an object of
the present invention is to provide a blade
which may be firmly mounted on or be-
tween the fingers of the player’s hand. In
Figures 1 to 4, inclusive, is shown a form
of the device in which the picking blade 2
comprises a piece of flexible material, such,
for instance, as xylonite, one end of which
is approximately tapered to form a pick-
ing point 2*; the opposite end of the blade
having a straight, transverse edge 3. The
body of the blade is provided with parallel
edges 4, and the rear corners of the blade
are somewhat protuberant, as at .5, beyond
the edges 4. This blade 2 is adapted to be
readily sprung into a holding device, in-
cluding a ring or loop 8, having a tangen-
tial side wall or carrying portion 9 which
has inwardly turned lugs or fingers 10,
under which the blade 2 is adapted to be
forced.

The ring or loop 8 is bent rearwardly
from the lower edge 11 of the wall 9, and
the opposite wall or body of the ring 10
may be inclined, as clearly shown in TFig-
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ure 3, as to the plane of the front wall 9
so as to be readily adjusted upon and snug-
ly fit an inserted finger. To facilitate in
holding the inserted blade in position under
the fingers 10, means ave provided to pre-
vent longitudinal movement of the blade,
and such means is here shown as includ-
ing a transversely extending flange 9%, at
the upper edge of the wall 9, and against
which the transverse edge 3 of the blade is
designed to abut.

From this it will be seen that the blade
2, when unduly worn or broken, may be
readily removed and a new one inserted in
its place by a movement of the point por-
tion 2* down under the fingers 10 to such
a position as to bring the protuberances 5
just above the fingers, at which time the
top edge 3* of the blade will spring in under
the retaining flange 92,

It is within the purview of my inven-
tion to provide an integral construction of
blade and holder. Such a construction is
shown in Figure 5, wherein the blade 2 is
tangentially connected at 2 to a contigu-
ous portion of the ring or loop 8.

Further embodiments, modifications and
variations may be resorted to within the
principle of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An instrument plectrum comprising
a flat flexible picking blade having a pick-
ing point and sides, the lower portions of
which are arcuate and diverge from the
picking point, the upper portions of the
sides being parallel, and the blade having
a straight transverse upper edge and a
holder for said blade, said holder compris-
ing a flat portion abutting against a face
of said blade and having a flange overly-
ing the upper edge of said blade, said hold-
er having turned-in lugs abutting against
a face of said blade and a finger-engaging
loop extending from: the lower edge of said
flat portion of the holder, the longitudinal
bore of said loop being parallel with the
straight transverse upper edge.

2. An instrument plectrum comprising a
flat flexible picking blade having a picking
point and sides, the lower portions of which
are arcuate and diverge from the picking
point, the upper portions of the sides be-
mg parallel, and the blade having a straight
transverse upper edge and a holder for

“said blade, said holder comprising a fiat

portion abutting against a face of said blade,
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and bhaving a flange overlying the npper
edge of said blade, said holder having
turned-in lugs abutting against a face of
said blade and a finger-engaging loop ex-
tending from the lower edge of said flat
portion of the holder, the longitudinal bore
of said loop being parallel with the straight

transverse upper edge .of the blade, said

blade having a projection on-each of its sides o

adjacent the upper edge.
In testimony whereof we have signed

our names to this specification. -
WILL?QACM F. KIMBALL.

BESSIE N. KIMBALL.
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