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{571 : ABSTRACT

A composite pictorial representation having a three
dimensional effect as well as the method of making
the same, which comprises a relatively deep frame
structure adapted to receive and enclose a relatively
thick composite picture that is made from a number of
copies of a photograph or the like having background,
middle ground and foreground subject matter therein,
and wherein certain copies of the photograph are cut
or trimmed so that only the middle ground and fore-
ground subject matter remain, and the middle ground
and foreground portions are attached in overlying
spaced relation to a whole copy having the back-
ground thereon. The resulting composite pictorial rep-
resentation has the background, middle ground and
foregound portions of the photograph appearing in
successively forwardly spaced relation to provide a vi-
sual three dimensional effect.

3 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures
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METHOD OF MAKING COMPOSITE THREE
DIMENSIONAL PICTURE

This invention generally relates to pictorial represen-

tations and, more specifically, to pictorial representa-
tions having a three dimensional effect.

Virtually everyone who experiments in photography
and who tries to capture and preserve a fond moment
occasionally attains an unusually surprising resuit. In
some instances, such extraordinary pictures may war-
rant additional treatment to highlight or emphasize the
subject matter of the photography and provide a
unique display.

Accordingly, it is a primary objection of the present
invention to provide a pictorial representation of a pho-
tograph or the like, as well as a method of making the
same which has a three dimensional effect, thus glvmg
the subject matter of the photograph or the like an in-
teresting and unusual impact.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a composite pictorial representation having a
three dimensional effect that is made from multiple
copies of a photograph or the like for which the three
dimensional effect is to be achieved.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a composite pictorial representation having a
three dimensional effect by cutting individual copies of
the photograph or the like so that middle ground and
foreground portions of the subject matter of the photo-
graph remain from separate copies which are attached
together so that the background, middle ground and
foreground subject matter appear in successively for-
wardly spaced layers to provide a visual three dimen-
sional effect of the subject matter of the photograph.

Yct another object of the present invention lies in the
provision for merging the successive layers together in
a manner which simulates the natural continuity of the
subject matter of the photograph.

Still another object of the present invention lies in the
provision for bending the foreground subject matter to
simulate the natural curvature of the subject matter of
the photograph.

A further object is to provide a method for making
a composite pictorial representation having a three di-
mensional effect, which is relatively easily made and
can thereby be made by individuals in their home. Still
another object is to provide a composite picture having
a three dimensional effect which can be inexpensively
produced.

Other objects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become apparent upon reading the following
detailed description, while referring to the attached
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a front plan view of a pictorial representa-
tion embodying the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the picto-
rial representation illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG.3isa perspective view of the pictorial represen-
tation shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4-6 are cross sectional views taken generally
along the lines 4-6, respectively of F1G. 3; and,

FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view taken generally along
the line 7-7 of FIG. 1.

While the invention is susceptible of various modifi-
cations and alternative forms, a specific embodiment
thereof has been shown by way of example in the draw-
ings and will herein be described in detail. It should be
understood, however, that it is not intended to limit the
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invention to the particular form disclosed but, on the
contrary, the intention is to cover all modifications,
equivalents and alternatives falling within the spirit and
scope of the invention as expressed in the appended
claims. -

Turning now to the drawings, and particularly FIGS.
1 and 2, there is shown a pictorial representation em-
bodying the present invention which in this particular
instance illustrates a boy swinging a bat while trying to
hit a pitched ball, and also shows a number of specta-
tors viewing the action in front of several parked cars.
The particular subject matter of the pictorial represen-
tation is, of course, of little significance except insofar
as it provides subject matter for which the present in-
vention may be described.

To provide the visual three dimensional effect of the
subject matter of the picture which may be a photo-
graph or other type of picture which is capable of being
easily reproduced on relatively thin material so that it
may easily cut and bent. An individual who wishes to
provide the three dimensional effect for a photograph
may easily have multiple copies made at an appropriate
photographic establishment and, in this connection, it
is preferred that three or more identical copies be se-
cured for use in making the composite picture of the
present invention.

To make the composite pictorial representation 10 of
the present invention, the subject matter of the picture
to which the three dimensional effect is to be achieved
is catagorized as to background, middle ground and
foreground subject matter in a manner which generally
reflects the content of the picture itself. Thus, in the
picture illustrated in FIG. 1, trees 12, automobiles 14
as well as the ground or earth 16 of the picture may

. broadly be defined to comprise the background subject

matter, while the spectators 18, 20 and the ball 22 may
be catagorized as comprising middle ground subject
matter. The boy swinging the bat, indicated generally
at 24, would in this instance, be the foreground subject
matter of the photograph and comprises the primary
subject matter of the picture.

Broadly stated, the pictorial representation 10 of the
present invention comprises attaching a first copy 26 to
a backing material 27 which may be attached to a
slightly larger sheet of backing material 28 for engaging
an outer frame 30 as will more fully be explained here-
inafter. The middle and foreground subject matter of
the picture is given three dimensional effect by taking
other copies of the picture and trimming away every-
thing so that only the middle ground and foreground
subject matter remains and thereafter applying said
middle ground subject matter in spaced relation but
overlying the picture copy 26 that has been attached to
the backing material 27. Similarly, the foreground sub-

- ject matter is attached in spaced relation to the middle
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ground subject matter so that it overlies the back-
ground and middle ground subject matter, with the re-
sult that the background, middle ground and fore-

. ground subject matter of the picture appears in succes-

sively forwardly spaced relation and thereby gives a vi-
sual three dimensional effect. As can be seen from FIG.
1, viewing the completed pictorial representation from
a point immediately in front of the representation fails
to disclose the intermediate layers beneath the most
forward layer, while the perspective view of FIG. 3
which is a view from an angle illustrates the succes-
sively spaced apart subject matter of the picture.
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To attach the cut out subject matter of the picture to
the background picture 26, it is preferred to use light-
weight pieces of spacer material 32 which may com-
prise material such as balsa wood, foamed styrene plas-
tic or other lightweight plastic. It is preferred that the
picture copies be of a material which easily accepts
commonly used adhesive so that the spacers can be eas-
ily glued to the picture material. The spacers should be
of sufficiently small dimensions so they are not easily
seen when the completed composite pictorial represen-
tation is viewed at a slight angle.

As can be seen from the exploded perspective view
shown in FIG. 2, the background is shown to be the
subject matter within bracket 34 and the foreground
subject matter within the bracket 36.

In accordance with another aspect of the present in-
vention, the foreground as well as the middle ground of
the subject matter may be slopingly merged into adja-
cent layers. With respect to the boy 22 who has left and
right legs 40, 42, right and left arms 42, 44 and a torso
46, this merging effect is shown in FIG. 4, for example,
with respect to the right leg 40 of the boy 22, and in
FIGS. 2 and 7 wherein the right and left arms 42, 44 are
shown to slopingly engage one another to simulate the
natural continuity of the subject matter of the picture.
Moreover, another copy of the picture may be trimmed
to leave certain preselected portions of the foreground
subject matter, such as the left arm of the boy 44 and
may be attached using a spacer 32 to simulate the natu-
ral three dimensional appearance of the subject matter
of the picture. Thus, in this instance, it can be easily vi-
sualized that the left arm and shoulder would be closer
to the viewer and accordingly that portion may be
spaced away from the rest of the body of the boy to
provide further realism or depth to the subject matter
of the picture. As is shown in FIG. 7, the outermost left
arm 44 is also conveniently sloped toward the adjacent
foreground subject matter near the hand to simulate
the natural continuity of the position of the hands,
since the left and right arms naturally hold the bat in
the same plane.

In accordance with another aspect of the present in-
vention, it is preferred that the spacer material be
somewhat deformable under reasonable pressure so
that the sloping of the foreground and middle ground
materials can be relatively easily performed. In this
connection, balsa wood and expanded or foamed sty-
rene plastic are materials which are capable of such de-
formability.

In keeping with the invention, the portions of the
composite pictorial representation that are viewed
from the front may also be deformed or curved to simu-
late the natural curvature of the subject matter of the
picture to promote additional realism or depth as, for
example, bending the torso 46 arms, legs and head of
the boy to simulate the expected natural curvature of
the body. This effect can be easily achieved by manipu-

lating the cut out portions either before or after they -

have been attached.

After the composite picture has been assembled it is
only necessary to insert it in the frame structure 30
which should be sufficiently deep to accommodate the
relatively thick pictorial representation 10 and which
may include a sheet of transparent material, such as
glass 50 or the like positioned near the front thereof to
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prevent dust from accummulating on the pictorial rep-
resentation as well as prevent curious onlookers from
damaging the end result. The frame may have a cut out
portion 52 with a land area 54 adapted to engage the

- additional backing layer 28 to support the composite

pictorial representation in the frame and may be se-
cured in the frame structure 30 through the use of con-
ventional nails or staples, 56 or the like. Similarly, the
transparent piece of glass or the like 50 may be held in
the frame structure through the use of small nails or the
like which hold the piece 50 against a land area 60 as

shown in FIG. 7. v
Thus, embodiments of the three dimensional picto-

‘rial representations have been shown and described

herein which satisfy all of the above mentioned objects
and advantages. .
I claim as my invention:
1. A method for making a composite pictorial repre-
sentation having a three dimensional effect, comprising
the steps of:
providing multiple copies of a picture for which the
three dimensional effect is to be achieved;

attaching a first one of said pictures to a backing ma-
terial; .

cutting away everything but the middle ground por-
tions of a second one of said pictures and attaching
said middle ground portion to said first one of said
pictures in spaced relation to thereby emphasize

- said middle ground portion of said second one of
said pictures;
cutting away everything but certain foreground por-
tions from a third one of said pictures and attaching
it in spaced relation overlying said attached second
middle ground portion to thereby emphasize said
foreground portion of said third picture;

individually bending selected ones of said middle and
foreground portions of said picture to slopingly
converge horizontally and vertically upon sub-
adjacent portions to simulate natural continuity of
the subject matter of the picture to produce a com-
posite pictorial representation having the back-
ground, middle ground and foreground of said pic-
ture appearing in successively forwardly spaced
layers and provide a visual three dimensional effect
of the subject matter in said picture.

2. A method as defined in claim 1 including the steps
of cutting away everything but certain preselected por-
tions of the foreground from a fourth picture, attaching
said preselected portions in spaced relation overlying
said attached foreground portion and individually
bending selected ones of the most forwardly portions of
said picture so that their curvature simulates the natu-
ral curvature of the subject matter pictured by said se-
lected portions and to provide further three dimen-
sional depth of said preselected portions of said fore-
ground portion.

3. A method as defined in claim I wherein said mid-
dle and foreground portions are attached in spaced re-
lation by applying adhesive on opposite sides of light-
weight spacer material and wherein said spacer mate-
rial is deformable to facilitate bending selected ones of
said middle and foreground portions and is of a size so
said material cannot be seen when viewing the compos-

ite picture from a slight angle.
* % ok k%



