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o 9 Claims,
This invention relates to board game apparatus

“and is intended primarily to provide a game of

© Politics that involves features of. interest and

excitement pertaining to a national election.

Particularly the game is intended to simulate

features pertaining to a presidential election in

the United States.
In order that the principle of the invention may

. be readily understood, I have disclosed a single

10 embodiment thereof in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein— .

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a board acting as the
playing field which in this embodiment of my
invention is a map *f the United States with its

15 State sub-division: .and certain notations and
indicia to be hereinafter referred to;

_Fig. 2 represents one each of a plurality of sets
of pins or other markers used by the players re-
spectively; , _

20 . Fig. 3 represénts three dice preferably employed
as the chance-expressing device;

Fig. 4 represents one of a series of disk-like pin
cushions or receivers that may be provided for the
sets of pins or markers;

25 g, 5 represents as a modification one of a
series of envelopes that may be used for the pins
or markers instead of the pin cushions;

Tig. 6 represents one only of the pieces of play
money used in playing the game;

30  mig. 7 represents three only of a series of prefer-

ably twenty-eight so-called “speech” cards, each

of which declares a policy and also indicates ad-
vantages gained by the player enunciating such
policy by playing the card; and

Fig. 8 represents one of the score cards or tally
sheets.

While I have in Fig. 1 represented a map of the
United States and while I shall deseribe in detail
the disclosed embodiment of the game as typifying
or containing features incident to the election of
a president of the United States, I desire it to be
understood that my invention is not for all pur-
poses limited to a game based upon or pertaining
45 to an election of a president of the United States,

inasmuch as in other embodiments of my in-
vention (which, however, would ‘not possess -all
the interest incident to the use of the disclosed
~ embodiment of the invention), I may use as &

50 playing field any country having political divi-
sions, whether States or departments or other
divisions, where a “head” or “ruler” is elected,
as, for example, a president of France, Mexico,
etc., or a prime minister, as in Canada, British

55 Isles, etc. Obviously, however, the chief and ab-
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sorbing interest of the game resides in portraying

an election of a president of the United States,
Accordingly, T will deseribe in detail only that

specific embodiment of my invention which does

-portray or typify.the election of a president of 5

the United States without in all respects limiting.
my invention by réason of such specific descrip-
tion. ) : o
Before proceeding to the complete deseription
of the invention, it is pointed out that the present 10
embodiment thereof is intended to simulate &
contest for the electoral votes of the various
States of the United States. Thisis accomplished -

. as & game in the following manner.

T indicate within the outline of each State the 15
actual number of electoral votes of that State.
T also indicate the capitol city of the State. In
order to simulate a contest in the State to gain
the electoral votes thereof, I mark upon ‘each
State sub-divisions or sub-areas thereof. This I 20
prefer to do by indicating the “counties” of each

‘State. I purposely do not attempt to indicate

the actual number of counties in each State.
After much experimentation I have provided the
same number of counties in each State excepting 26
in the four States of smallest area, namely,
Delaware, ew Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode
Island.. In each of all the other States I have
represented seven counties, four counties being
indicated in said four States of smallest area. 30
T provide a plurality of sets of pins or other

" suitable markers, one set being furnished each

player. ‘These pins or markers are contrastingly
colored so that the pins or markers of the different
players will not be confused. They might instead 35
be contrastingly shaped, or otherwise differ-
entiated. L

Some chance-expressing device is provided,
preferably several dice A, to be used by the play-
ers in turn and which determine the movements 40
of the pins of markers of the players. The
movements of said pins or markers are, however,
not determined wholly by the throw of the dice
or other chance determining elements, inasmuch
as I provide a series of so-called “speech” cards 45
to be hereinafter more fully described, and each
of which has indicia thereon indicating or de-
seribing an advantage gained by the player hold-
ing and playing such card. . The advantage con-
sists in the right of the one playing such card to 50
move a pin or marker forward in certain States.

I also provide play money preferably in the
sum of $6,000,000 in scrip and which is distribut-
ed among the players at the outset of the game as
will be hereinafter fully described. I also provide 55



10

15

20

25

30

35

-4
& score card or tally sheet which contains an
alphabetical list of all the forty-eight States, the

actual number of electoral votes of each State be-
ing given upon said card. The card is marked

with vertical columns, one for each player;, so.

that the number of electoral votes gained by each
player at the stages of the game hereinafter ex~
plained, may be marked.

Each player, as the object of the game, en-
deavors to elect himself president of the United
States by securing a majority of the total elec-
toral votes of the States, this being, in the present
embodiment of the game, 266 or more out of a
total of 531. :

Having now referred to the salient features of
the invention, I will specifically describe the actu-
al structure of the apparatus employed and the
preferred way of playing the game.

The board is represented at 1. It is of any suit-
able material and preferably is provided with a
hinge 2, so that it may be folded up or closed like
& book. The board has a playing fleld which
herein is 2 map of the United States, indicated
generally at 3. Each of the forty-eight States is
represented in proper geographical position, also
the capital city of each State is indicated and the
name thereof appears upon the map. For the
purpose of the game the capital city of each
State is, however, placed to the east (that is, to the
right) of all the county lines of that State. Also
the number of electoral votes to which each
State is entitled is printed upon the State, pref-
erably within a circle,

The sub-divisions or portions of each State are
preferably indicated as county lines, representa-
tive ones whereof are designated by the numeral
3. For the purposes of the game, the said county

- lines are parallel, running north and south, and in

- 40

45

- area of the State.

50

55

60

the case of each State said county lines are seven
in number excepting that the States of Rhode Is-
land, Connecticut, New Jersey and Delaware have
but four county lines each. In suitable relation to
saild county lines and preferably directly be-
neath them is a number which indicates the tak-
ing value of each county or sub-division or sub-
Such numbers are not entirely
arbitrarily assigned, but have an approximate re-
lation to the actual number of electoral votes to
which the States are respectively entitled. While
the said numbers have an approximate relation
to the electoral votes of the respective States, they
are also chosen with the idea of grouping the
States according to their electoral votes, thus per-
mitting the States of each group to have a dis-
tinctive color. This permits the counting of the
electoral votes belonging to each player to be very
quickly done or closely estimated. Such grouping
and contrasting coloring does not in the present
embodiment of the invention apply to all of the
States, as ‘will appear from the following:

-Bach State with respect to which the taking
value of a county line is one, is herein colored

~ yellow. This group includes four of the New
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England States, Delaware and ten western States:
Another group of States, namely, thosé in which
two Is the taking value of a county line, is colored
blue, namely, Connecticut, Maryland, West Vir-
ginia,fivescuthern States and four western States.
Another group of States wherein three is the tak-
ing value of a county line is colored red. These

. States are mainly in the south and in the central

part of the United States. Another group of
States wherein four is the taking value of &
county line, is colored purple, namely, the States
of Massachusetts, New Jersey and Michigan. In

2,048,482

California and Texas, the taking value of a county
line is five and these States are colored pink, con-
stituting a group. =‘The remaining group of States
is colored green, namely, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania and New York. In these States the tak-
ing value of the county lines is not the same
throughout. In Illinois and Ohio, it is six, in
Pennsylvania eight, and New York nine,

The players are preferably two to six in num-
ber. Each of them is provided with a suitable
number of pins or markers, one each of which is
indicated at 4 in Fig, 2. Preferably I provide pins
the heads of which are colored as follows: Red,
blue, yellow, white, green, black. They may be
otherwise differentiated. A suitable number of
pins is provided for each player, as, for exam-
ple, fifteen or more. I prefer to employ sharp
pointed pins and in such case the board or playing
fleld is of such character, as, for example, card
board, that the pins can be impaled readily upon
the county lines. Within the scope of my inven-
tion, however, I might provide holes or sockets
in the county lines to receive blunt pins or short
rods or sticks. Preferably, however, pins with
contrastingly colored heads are provided.

I may provide any suitable holder or receiver for
the pins 4. For example, they may be all placed
loosely in the box which receives all the parts of
the game excepting the board. I prefer, how-
ever, to provide an individual holder for each
player. This may take the form of a disk such
as indicated at 5 in Fig. 4. Said disk would de-
sirably consist of two circular or square card-
board disks suitably held together and receiving

sthe pins between them in radial position. Or, if 3

preferred, I may employ a series of small enve-
lopes 6, one to receive the pins or markers of each
player. Desirably the elements 6, 6, if employed,
have colors corresponding to the pin heads of
the different groups of pins.

I also provide a quantity of play or simulated
money. This is preferably in the form of serip
indicated at T in Fig. 6. This game money or
scrip may be in any suitable denominations and
any desired amount. I prefer to provide
$6,000,000, and to have the same in denomina-
tions of $10,000, $20,000, $50,000 and $100,000.
Preferably .the scrip is contrastingly colored ac-
cording to the denominations, as, for example,
red for scrip representing $10,000, green for
scrip representing $20,000, blue for scrip repre-
senting $50,000, and black for scrip representing
$100,000.

I also provide what I term “speech” cards,
three only of which are indicated at 8 in Fig. 7.
These cards have two functions in the present
embodiment of the invention. They each have
data thereon indicating briefly a policy that, ac-
cording to the game, is favored by the player
holding the same. They also each have data
specifying an advantage gained with respect to
progress in securing additional counties in cer-
tain specified States. Each such advantage is
supposed to be gained because of the declaration
of each such policy, that is, the playing . the
card declaring such policy.

These cards, therefore, are intended to simu-
late the condition supposed to exist or gctually
existing in national politics, namely, the advan-
tage that a candidate will secure in certain States
if he declares himself in favor of some policy
that has or is supposed to have the adherence of
2 majority of voters in such State or States.

For example, the three cards which are shown
in Fig. 7 declare respectively as follows:
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I declare in favor of lower income taxes,

I declare in"favor of a national sales tax to
balance the budget. :

I declare in favor of a balanced budget.

Each such card has thereon beneath the state-

ment of a policy a statement of the number of
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counties won in certain States because of the
declaration of such policy. For example, card
No. 1 is declared to win or gain one county in New
York and alse in Pennsylvania; card No. 2 one
county each in ‘Ohio, Illinois and Indiana; and
card No.. 3 one county each in New York, New
Jersey and Illinois.
entire list of the policies specified upon these
cards, but in the present embodiment of the
game there are preferably eight cards all speci-
fying a policy, as follows: .

I declare in favor of a local issue,

Each of the remaining cards specify some other
policy, but & few of which are herewith given as
representative examples:

I declare in favor of increased aid to cotton
Erowers.

I declare in favor of a high tariﬂ on imported -
lumber.

I declare in favor of Government ownershlp of
the railroads.

I declare in favor of further relief for fa.rm
mortages.

I declare in favor of “Share the wea.lth” move-
ment.

I declare in favor of unhmited coinage of
silver.

Each of the said cards spemﬁes the winning of

. a county or counties in some one or more States.

Any suitable number of said “speech” cards may
be provided; in the present embodiment of the
invention I have provided twenty-eight as the
game is actually marketed.

I also provide a series of score cards or tally
sheets which are sufficiently indicated at 9 in
Fig. 8. Each of such score cards or tally sheets
contains an alphabetical list of all the forty-
eight States in a vertical column at the left.
The next adjacent column specifies the actual
number of electoral votes for each of said States.
Six additional -columns are provided which are
headed with an indication of the colors of the
pins used by the different players, in this in-

stance, white, black, red, yellow, blue and green. -

At the proper time provided by the rules, the
players ascertain from the. position of the pins
on the varicus States what:States have been won
by eachplayer. The result is then written down
in the respective columns under the color of pin
pertaining to each player. It may be here
pointed out that actually the counting of the
‘vote may be very sp;edily done with the sacrifice
of a very little accyfacy in the following manner:

Each player multiplies the number of yellow
colored States he has won by four, the number
of blue colored States he has won by eight, and
the number of red colored States he has won by
twelve. He then adds the electoral votes of the
green, the pink and the purple States won by him
to make his total. If the two lowest totals are
within a few points of each other (say, five), the
two players concerned should accurately check
their results, counting the actual number of votes
of each State won by them respectively.

Having thus described the entire game appara-
tus, I will now set forth in detail the manner of
playing the game. - The number of players .may
vary, but the greatest interest results if two to six.
players participate. Each playeris given a quan-

It is unnecessary to give an -

3

tity of pins of his color, a million, dollars in scrip
and three “speech” cards which are dealt to him
face down one at a time. The remainder of the
pack of “speech” cards is placed face down on
the table about which the players are seated, so
that they may be conveniently drawn from at
the proper times. Each player then immediately

pays $250,000 in scrip into the “Expense fund”,:

and he examines his three speech cards to ascer-
tain in which States they give him an advantage
when playing the same. A preliminary throw of
dice determines the first player who again throws
the dice to. determine the extent of his move.
The play proceeds to the left.

The number thrown determines the number of
points which that player moves. Such total num-
ber may be divided as the player pleases, regard-
less of the fact that there are three dice units.
That is, he may captuie, or enter one or more
pins at, one or more counties in any one or more
‘States, until the total number of points of his
throw has been exhausted. For example, the
player throwing fifteen could capture two coun-

- ties in Montana, one in Arizona and two in Ohio;

or he could capture three counties in Texas; or -

five counties in Louisiana and one county in
California; or any other combinaticn totalling
fifteen, that he chooses. If the next player
should throw a low total as, for example, six, he
could distribute that total number as he wishes
‘according to the value of a county in any State,

‘When a player captures his first county in a
State, he places & pin of his color in the western-
most county line, and thereafter moves the pin
eastward one line at a time as additional counties
are captured by him in that State, or he may, if

[
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he prefers, move the pin no further in that State

- until an opponent enters that State. As a strate-
gic move a player may prefer to enter as many
" States quickly as he can, instead of concentrat-
ing on & few States. The first pin to be placed ih
any county line of a State should be placed at
the uppermost or northern end of that line and
the pins of the other. players, when and if they
capture or enter that same county, should be
placed to the south of or below the first pin in
order of priority. If a player chooses to capture
an additional county in a State after he has
moved his pin to the seventh or easternmost

county line of that State (fourth in the case of

Delaware, New Jersey, Connecticut -and Rhode
Island), he places a pin in the State capital.
'This signifies that such player has won that State
outright and that fact prevents the other players
from making any moves whatsoever in that State
while the said pin remains in the State capital.
Under the conditions or rules as further set
forth herein, however, that pin may be removed
from the State capital.

According to the preferred rules of the game,
no speech cards may be played until the dice
have been around the table twice. Thereafter a
player may play a speech card any time he
chooses, upon payment of a $20,000 radio fee to
the expense fund. That player must announce
his intention after-one player or candidate has
played and before the next one has rolled the
dice. The player then moves his own pins as
directed on the speech card which he has just
played, placing those pins in accordance with the
gain that is set forth on the speech card he has
just played. ‘This playing simulates the gain
or supposed gain accruing to a presidential can-
didate in the progress of the campaign In cer-
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tain localities upon the public announcement that
he favors certain policies.

If several players announce their desire to.

make a speech at the same time, the one with the
dice has the first chance and after him the play-
ers nearest to his left. - Each player according to
the preferred rules may blay only one speech
card-during each round of the dice.

In order to add further interest to the game,

I provide that each time any player rolls a seven.

or eleven, and after he has made his play, the top
speech card on the unused portion of the pack
is turned up, read aloud and auctioned off in scrip
to the highest bidder. The bidding may be opened
by the player who has thrown the seven or eleven
and proceeds to the left. The highest bidder pays
the amount of his bid into the expense fund and
thereupon he takes the card, to be played by
him at whatever time he wishes, upon the pay-
ment of the $20,000 radio fee when he actually
makes the play.

An important feature of the game is that of
“closing the board”. Whenever there is at least
one pin in every State, the board is said to be
“closed”. 'This does not stop the play, but pre-
pares the way for a tabulation of the votes at
that stage of the game. The leading players will
usually find it advisable to close the board as
quickly as possible in order to prepare the way
for the elimination of some of their competitors.

Even though the board is “closed”, the playing
continues until some player throws a pair or

three of a kind. - Thereupon the game is tempo--

rarily stopped before that play is actually com-~
pleted, and the votes are counted. In counting

" the votes, the player who has captured fhe most

counties in any State (that is, the player who has
moved his pin furthest east in such State) re-
ceives the entire electoral vote of that State, as
shown by the figure in the circle upon that State,
If two or more players have captured the same
number of counties in the same State, the player
who first captured the easternmost county, as
shown by the position ¢f his pin at the northern

end of the final county line, or who has first ad-
vanced farthest in a State, receives the entire -

electoral vote of that State.

According to the preferred rules of the game,
the vote of a State is never divided among the
players, but always goes as an entirety to the
winner of that State, even though he has cap-
tured only one of its seven counties. I am aware

that it has occurred in national elections in the -

United States that the popular vote in some State
has been so nearly evenly divided between the
two principal candidates that one or more elec-
tors of one party win in that State, and the re-
maining electors of the other party win in the
same State. This, however, is a very rare occur-
rence and I consider it best not to attempt to
simulate this possible contingency, though it is.
evident that within the scope of my invention the

. game may be played in such a way as to provide

65

70
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for that contingency. .

If, upon such tabulation of the States, it is
found that none of the players has secured a ma-
jority of the electoral votes (namely, 266 or more)
the player with the lowest number of votes is
eliminated each time the votes are counted, and
he must remove all of his pins from the board and

surrender his speech cards, both those played and

those unplayed, to be shufiled with the unused por-
tion of the pack, or, if desired, all but the three
players having the highest scores at the first tab-

ulation of votes may be eliminated, thus speeding

2,048,482

up the game. If, however, only the lowest player

is eliminated, the remaining players proceed as
before, closing the board again before the next
tabulation of votes if it develops that the board
has been “opened” by the removal of the eliminat- 5
ed players’ pins. In case of a tie for lowest place,
no player is eliminated and the play proceeds un-

til the throwing of the next pair or three of &
kind.

- 7The million dollars in scrip given to each player 1o
at the beginning of the game is understood to be
his campaign fund and to insure its use strate-
gically, it is understood to be given on the under- -
standing that he may not obtain any more.

The game may be played without the expense 15
fund or campsalgn fund, as for example, by hav-
ing the drawings from the speech cards con-
trolled by the throwing of the dice. For example,
& player throwing a seven or an eleven might
draw the top speech card.

Having thus described one illustrative embodi-
ment of my invention, it is to be understood that
slthough specific terms are employed, they are
used in & generic and descriptive sense and not
for purposes of limitation, the scope of the inven-
tion being set forth in the following claims.

I claim:

1. In a board game apparatus, a board acting
as & playing field, said playing field being marked
to represent & country wherein an election is to 30
be held to choose the political head thereof, said
country being glso marked to indicate different
main political divisions or main areass thereof,
each said main political division or main area of
such country having a series of arbitrary indica- 33
tions each signifying a portion of such division
or area; a series of markers for each player and
which are differentiated for the different players
and adapted to be placed on said indications;
each of said indications being of an extent to re-
ceive markers of & plurality of players according
to chance determining means; and a set of so-
called “speech” cards marked to indicate policies
favored by the players holding the same gnd also
marked to indicate a movement of markers with 45
respect to certain of said political divisions or
areas. ’ ’

2. In & board game apparatus, 2 board acting
as s playing field, said playing field being marked
to represent & country wherein an election is to 50
be held to choose the political head thereof, said
country bheing also marked to indicate different
main political divisions or main areas thereoi,
each sald main political division or main area of
such country having a series of arbitrary indica- 55
tions each signifying a portion of such division or
area; & serles of markers for each player and
which are differentiated for.the different players
and adapted to be placed on said indications;
each of said indications being of an extent to 60
receive markers of a plurality of players accord-
ing to chance determining means; and a set of
cards marked to indicate an advantage gained
when playing the same with respect to certain of
said political divisions or areas. 65

- 3. In a board game apparatus, & board acting
as a playing fleld, said playing field being maerked
to represent a country wherein an election is to
be held to choose the political head thereof, said
country being also marked to indicate different 70
main political divisions or main areas thereof,
each-said main political division or main area of
such country having a series of arbitrary indi-
cations each signifying a portion of such division
or area; and a series of markers for each player 75
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and which are differentiated for the different
players and adapted to be placed on said indica-

- tions; each of said indications being of an extent
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to receive markers of a plurality of players ac-
cording to chance determining means.

4. In a board game apparatus, a board acting as
a playing field, said playing field being marked
to represent a country wherein an election is to
be held to choose the political head thereof, said
country being also marked to indicate different
main political divisions or main areas thereof,
each said main political division or main area
thereof, each said main political division or main
area of such country having a series of arbitrary

‘Indications each signifying a portion of such di-

vision or area and each mafn political division be-
ing marked to indicate the number of electoral
or like votes thereof; a series of markers for each
player and which are differentiated for the dif-
ferent players and adapted to be placed on said in-
dications; each of said indications being of an ex-
tent to receive markers of a plurality of players
according to chance determining means; and g set
of cards respectively marked to indicate an ad-
vantageous movement on the playing field by the
playing of such cards.

5. In a board game apparatus, a board acting
as a playing field, said playing field being marked
to represent a country wherein an election is to
be held to choose the political head thereof, said

-country being also marked to indicate different

main political divisions or main areas thereof,
each said main political division or main area
of such country having a series of arbitrary indi-
cations each signifying a portion of such division

- or area, each main political division being marked

to indicate the taking value of each said portion
of such division or area; a series of markers for
each player and which are differentiated for the
different players and adapted to be placed on said
indications; each of said indications being of an
extent to receive markers of a plurality of players
according to chance determining means; and a
set of cards respectively marked to indicate an
advantageous movement on the playing field by
the playing of such cards.

6. In a board game apparatus, a board acting
as a playing fleld, said playing field being marked
to indicate a map of the United States and the
respective States thereof, each State having a se~
ries of arbitrary indications each signifying a

S

poriion of such State; a series of markers for each
player and which are differentiated for the dif-
ferent players and adapted to be placed on said
indications; each of said indications being of an
extent to receive markers of a plurality of players &
according to chance determining means; and a
set of cards respectively marked to indicate an
advantage gained when playing the same, with
respect to certain of said series of arbitrary indi-
cations. 10
7. In a board game apparatus, a board acting as
a playing field, said playing field being marked to
indicate a map of the United States and the re-
spective States thereof, each State having a series
of arbitrary indications each signifying a por- 15
tion of such State; and a series of markers for
each player and which are differentiated for the
different players and adapted to be placed on said

- indications; each of said indications being of an

extent to receive markers of a plurality of players 20
according to chance determining means.

8. In a board game apparatus, a board acting
as g playing fleld, said playing field being marked
to indicate a map of the United States and the
respective States thereof, each State having a se- 25
ries of arbitrary indications each signifying a
portion of such State; all States that are marked
with the same taking value for such arbitrary in-
dications being marked as a group in contrast
with marking for all the other groups of States; a 30
series of markers for each player and which are
differentiated for the different players and adapt-
ed to be placed on said indications; each of said
Indications being of an extent to recetve markers
of a plurality of players according to chance de-
termining means; and a set of cards respectively
marked to indicate an. advantage gained when
playing the same, with respect to certain of said
arbitrary indications.

9. In a board game apparatus, a board acting
as a playing field, said playing field being marked
to indicate a map of the United States and the
respective States thereof, each State having a
substantial number of approximately parallel lines
each of which signifies & portion of such State, 46
and a series of markers for each player and which
are differentiated for the different players and
adapted to be placed on any of said lines accord
ing to the indications of chance determining
means.
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