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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN F. GIRTLER, a sub 

ject of the Emperor of Austria-Hungary, at 
present residing in Brooklyn, in the county 

5 of Kings and State of New York, have in 
Vented a new and Improved Car-Fender, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

Io new and improved car-fender so constructed 
as to be conveniently attachable to any car 
and adapted to be folded up when not in use, 
the fender being arranged to safely pick up 
a perSon or obstruction and retain it on the 

I5 fender. 
The invention consists of a platform, a piv 

oted Spring-pressed guard-rail, and a locking 
device held on the platform and adapted to 
lock and release the said guard-rail after a 

20 perSon or obstruction has passed upon the platform. 
The invention also consists of certain parts 

and details and combinations of the same, as 
will be fully described hereinafter, and then 
pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve 
ment as applied. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
same, with parts broken out. Fig. 3 is a front 
view of the improvement. Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional side elevation of the same on the line 

35 44 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 is an enlaged sectional 
side elevation of the catch for holding the 
fender in place on the dashboard. 
The improved car-fender is provided with 

a suitably constructed frame A, disposed ver 
4o tically and provided at its upper end with 

eyes A', adapted to engage hooks B, project 
ing from the upper end of the dashboard B 
of the car C. The lower end of the frame A 
abuts against the end sill C" of the said car, 

45 and on the frame is arranged a spring-catch 
A, adapted to engage an aperture B in the 
dashboard B, so as to securely hold the frame 
A in position on the front end of the car. 
On the extreme lower end of the frame A 

5o is arranged a transverse pivot -bar D, on 
which is fulcrumed the platform E, extending 

25 

forwardly and downwardly, as plainly illus 
trated in Figs. 1 and 4, the said platform being 
normally held in this position by suitable 
chains F, extending upwardly from the side 
bars of the said platform to the side posts of 
the frame A. 
On the extreme forward end of the platform 

E is arranged a transverse bar E, on which 
is pivoted a plate G, extending downwardly 
and rearwardly to support at its rear end a 
series of small rollers G', adapted to come in 
contact with the track as the car is in motion 
and bumps up and down. The rear end of 
the plate G is provided with forwardly-ex 
tending arms G, loosely engaging staples E, 
attached to the under side of the platform E, 
so that the said plate is supported from the 
platform and is free to swing thereon to yield 
sufficiently when passing over ordinary fix 
tures on the track. 
On the frontend of the platform E and some 

what in the rear of the bar E is arranged a 
tripping-plate H, fulcrumed at H' on the top 
of the platform E, slightly in the rear of the 
bar E'. This tripping-plate H is held nor 
mally in a vertical position by the action of 
one or a series of springs I, attached to the 
platform E. On the front end of the said 
tripping-plate and near the bottom thereof 
is arranged a forwardly and downwardly ex 
tending hook H, passing over the middle bar 
J' of a guard-rail J, having its sides pivotally 
connected with the pivot-bar D, on which the 
platform E is hung. Springs K connect the 
side arms of the guard-rail J with the frame 
A, so that whenever the tripping-plate His 
swung rearwardly and the hook H. disengages 
the said bar J then the guard-rail J Swings 
upward into the position shown in Fig. 4 by 
the action of the springs K. 
Now it will be seen that when the several 

parts are in the position illustrated in Figs. 
1, 2, and 3 then the fender in striking a per 
son or obstruction on the track causes it to 95 
strike the tripping-plate H, so that the latter 
swings rearwardly at the time the person falls 
upon the platform, and consequently the 
guard-rail J is released and swings up into 
its uppermost position by the action of the Ioo 
springs K to hold the person safely in place 
on the fender. 
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In order to prevent a person from sliding off 
the rear end of the platform E, I provide the 
latter with a back E, which, like the body of 
the frame, is preferably made of wire-netting, 
but other suitable material may be substi 
tuted. 

In order to guard against injury by a person 
being struck by a rapidly-moving car and at 
the time the person falls upon the platform, I 
provide the frame A with a yielding back L, 
extending from one side of the frame A to the 
other and preferably made of wire-netting 
attached to springs secured to the platform. 
This back L is curved outward, as plainly 
shown in Fig. 2, so as to yield sufficiently when 
struck by a person or other obstruction to 
prevent concussion and consequent injury of 
the object thus struck. 

It will be seen that by the arrangement de 
scribed the entire fender can be readily at 
tached to or disconnected from the car C, or, 
if desired, the said fender can be readily 
swung upward to be folded upon the frame 
A whenever desired. - 
Having thus desc.ibed my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A car fender, comprising a platform, a 
spring-actuated guard rail arranged when re 
leased to stand in a raised position, a tripping 
plate secured loosely at its lower end to said 
platform with its upper end extending above 
the same and provided with a hook arranged 
to engage said guard rail and hold the same 
normally in a lowered position, said tripping 
plate being arranged to be moved backward 
on contact with an obstruction on the track 
to disengage said hook from the guard rail, 
substantially as specified. 

2. A car fender, comprising a fraume adapted 
to be hooked to a support on the car, a plat 
form fulcrumed on tha lower end of the said 
frame and extending forwardly and down 
wardly, and a plate pivoted on the front end 
of the said platform and extending down 
wardly and rearwardly under the said plat 
form and carrying rollers at its rear end, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

3. A car fender, comprising a frame adapted 
to be hooked to a support on the car, a plat 
form fulcrumed on the lower end of the said 
frame and extending forwardly and down 
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Wardly, a plate pivoted on the front end of the 
said platform and extending downwardly and 
rearwardly under the said platform, and car 
rying rollers at its rear end, and arms project 
ing from the Said plate and engaging staples 
on the said frame, substantially as shown and 
described. 

4. A car fender, comprising a frame adapted 
to be hung on a support on the car, a platform 
pivoted on the lower end of the said frame, a 
tripping plate on the front end of the said 
platform and normally extending vertically, 
the said platform being spring-pressed and 
provided with a hook, and a guard rail piv 
oted on the said platform and extending on 
the sides thereof and across the front, the 
front end of the said guard rail being nor 
mally engaged by the said hook, substantially 
as shown and described. 

5. A car fender comprising a platform, a 
guard rail pivotally connected thereto, a spring 
connected to the guard rail and adapted to hold 
the same in operative position, a tripping plate 
pivotally mounted on the forward part of the 
platform and provided with means for hold 
ing it normally in an elevated position, and a 
hook projecting from the forward side of said 
tripping plate, the guard rail when in a low 
ered and operative position being adapted to 
fold down in front of said tripping plate in 
position to be engaged by the hook thereon, 
substantially as set forth. 

6. A car fender comprising a platform, a 
guard rail pivotally connected to the rear part 
thereof and having its end portions bent up 
ward at their central parts, springs connected 
at their lower ends to the upwardly bent cen 
tral portions of the said guard rail and adapt 
ed to raise the same into operative position, 
a tripping plate pivoted at the front edge of 
the platform, a spring arranged to bear against 
the rear side of the tripping plate to hold the 
same normally in a raised position, and a hook 
carried on the front side of the tripping plate 
to engage the transverse front part of the 
guard rail when the same is in a lowered and 
operative position, Substantially as set forth. 

JOHN F. GIRTLER. 
Witnesses: 

THEO. G. HOSTER, 
C. SEDGWICK. 
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