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1. 
This invention relates in general to certain 

new and useful improvements in advertising 
signs and methods of making the same. 

It is the primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide an advertising sign and a method 
of making the same which is simple and eco 
nomical. 

It is another object of the present invention 
to provide an advertising sign which is formed 
in the interstices of screen wire and may be 
inserted in door Screens and Window Screens of 
commercial establishments to present an adver 
tising message to the passerby and to perSons 
entering and leaving the Store. 

It is a further object of the present invention. 
to provide an advertising sign of the type Stated 
having a background element coating but not 
completely filling the interstices of the screen 
wire in a defined area and having letters, design 
indicia, or advertising messages similarly applied 
upon the background in contirasting colors or in 
relief or in intaglio or in any combinations there 
of, SO that a legible sign is produced but air ray 
still pass freely through the area, thus treated. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

my invention resides in the novel features of 
form, construction, arrangement, and combina 
tion of parts presently described and pointed out 
in the claim. 

In the accompanying drawing: 
Figures 1 and 2 are horizontal sectional views 

of a piece of Screen Wire and a stencilling Screen 
Superimposed thereon preparatory to performing 
the first and Second steps in the method con 
stituting the present invention; - 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of a fragmentary 
section of screen Wire provided in a defined area. 
with a background element resulting from the 
initial steps in the method of the present in 
vention; . . . . . . ... : : - 

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view of the 
section of Screen Wire With a stencilling Screen 
superimposed thereon preparatory to performing 
the third step in the method constituting the 
present invention; 

Figure 5 is a top plan view of a fragmentary 
Section of Screen Wire provided in a defined area, 
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with a completed advertising sign constructed in 
accordance With, and pursuant, to the methods 
of the present invention; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
along line 6-6 of Figure 5; and 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary sectional view of a 
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modified form of advertising sign-constructed in. 
accordance with, and pursuant, to the methods of 
the present invention. . . . . 

Broadly speaking, the present invention resides 
55 

in the unique method of placing a removable 
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fiexible nembrane or paper sheet beneath a Sec 
tion of screen wire in a defined area and forming 
a background section for the sign by applying 
a plastic, heavily pigmented, paste-like inaterial 
to the interstices of a section of Screen Wire in 
Such defined area, by forcing the material 
through a stencilling screen While masking out. 
areas. Wherein the letters, design indicia, or ad 
Vertising message is to be applied, so that the 
interstices of the screen wire in Such latter areas 
are left, Coringletely open and unclogged. Almost 
inlinediately the paper membrane is peeled off, 
pulling a, inajor amount of the plastic raterial 
out of the interstices and leaving the Wires 
coated to produce a “phanton effect.' After the 
raterial in the defined area, has been permitted 
to Solidify, a second Screen is placed thereover 
and is masked in all areas except areas register 
ing with the open portions left in the background. 
Section. Thereupon, a second plastic, paste-like 
material, preferably though not necessarily of 
Contrasting color, is forced through the second 
Screen in Such a manner as to become marginally 
Onded to and around the edges of the open areas 

Originally left in the background section. By 
the use of contrasting colors and by providing an 
appropriate annount of vertical space between the 
Screen and the background section, contrasting 
colors, relief effects, or combinations of such 
effects may readily be obtained. 

Referring now in more detail and by reference 
characters to the drawing, which illustrates prac 
tical embodiments of the present invention, 
designates a section of screen wire which may 
be of any desired size to fit the particular win 
dow, door, or the like in which it is to be in 
stalled. The section of screen wire is placed 
flatwise upon any smooth horizontal table top or 
similar Work surface 2 and a piece of wax paper 
3, or other similar flexible membrane, is placed 
therebetween in a defined area. Thereupon a 
stencilling screen S is superimposed thereon, as 
shown in Figure 1. - ... . . . . 
The stencilling screen Si comprises a suitably 

shaped frame f having a screen stencil 4 
stretched tautly across the operative surface or 
under face thereof. The screen is may be of any 
appropriate material, such as stencil silk or even 
a very open mesh wire, depending upon the fine 
ness or coarseness of texture desired in the fin 
ished sign. The stencil 4 is masked over its en 
tire area except in a defined area, conforming to 
the shape or outline of the background design of 
the sign being fabricated. Such open spaces are 
Schematically indicated in Figure i at a, b, and c. : 
The stencil is also masked in certain areas within 
the defined area in the portions corresponding 
to the letters, design indicia, or advertising mes 
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Sage Which is to appear on the background. Such 
areas are schematically designated in Figure 1 at 
2 and gy. 
A suitable pigmented, somewhat fluid material 

Containing drying oils, or some such similar ve 
hicle, and having a viscosity at room tempera 
ture approximately equal to that of heavy mo 
lasses, is then squeegeed through the screen 4 
into the interstices of the screen wire section f 
forming a flat under Surface against a Smooth table 
top 2 and almost immediately the membrane 3 
is peeled off, as shown in Figure 2, to produce a 
pervious or so-called "phanton' background sec 
tion 5 for the sign or advertising display in which 
the area, to be occupied by the letters or design 
indicia is left completely unfilled or open, as in 
dicated at 6 in Figure 2. For purposes of illus 
tration herein, a single letter 'A' has been used 
to exemplify the design indicia, but it will, of 
course, be understood in this connection that any 
number of letters or designs may be employed in 
stead. 

It has also been found that the screen wire 
Section may be laid down on the table 2 di 
rectly without the interposition of the flexible 
membrane 3 and, by peeling off the screen wire 
Section as Soon as the pigmented material has 
been stencilled thereon, the material in the inter 
Stices Will be pulled out and remain adhered to 
the table top 2, producing the same "phantom' 
effect. 
When the background section has dried suffi 

ciently, a flexible membrane or backing sheet 3', 
formed of absorbent tissue paper or similar ma 
terial, is placed on the flat table working sur- : 
face 2 and the screen wire section placed there 
over. Then a second stencilling screen S2 is 
placed over the screen wire section . The screen 
S2 comprises a frame f of substantially the same 
size and shape as the previously described frame : 
f of the screen Si and is similarly provided with 
a tightly stretched Screen 4' which is masked 
Over its entire area except the areas conforming 
to the letters or design indicia, and as to such 
areas the Screen pattern is slightly larger than 
the letters or design indicia, with which it is in 
tended to register. 
A heavily pigmented paste-like material of ap 

propriate contrasting color and inch greater 
Viscosity than the preyioisy rentioned mate 
rial is then Squeegeed through the screen 3 and 
will be forced through the open areas 3 in the 
screen wire . Inasmuch as the openings in the 
Screen 4' are peripherally larger than the actual 
opening 6 in the screen Wire , the compound 
being extruded through the screen 4' will overlap 
very slightly onto the background material and 
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further complementary screens may be employed 
to introduce different contrasting colors into 
other open Spaces. It is thus possible to produce 
multi-colored effects. 

If desired, it is also possible to provide a 
"phantom-on-phantom' effect, so to speak, by 
creating a phantom background 5 in exactly the 
manner previously described above and there 
upon repeating the process with the stencil S. 
After the coating material has been Squeegeed 
through the stencil S, the screen wire section 
is peeled up from the table 2 to remove the ex 
cess material from the interstices. It also should 
be noted that desirable attention-getting effects 
Inay be achieved by dusting the coatings on the 
Screen Wire, while still wet, with sand Smalto or 
fine-gauge glass beads, and such materials may 
be used in various colors. 

It should be understood that changes and modi 
fications in the form, construction, arrangement, 
and combination of the several parts of the ad 
Vertising sign and in the steps of its production 
may be made and substituted for those herein 
shown and described Without departing from the 
nature and principle of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 
An advertising display sign comprising a sec 

tion of open-nesh Screen material formed of in 
terWoven strands and having a sign-element lo 
cated entirely within an area which is substan 
tially Sinaller than the total area of the sec 
tion and is spaced inwardly at all points from 
the peripheral margins of the screen material, 
Said sign eleinent comprising a foraminous sign 
forming body consisting of a substantially rigid 
but Somewhat pliable material extending en 
tirely through the interstices of the screen ma 
terial in a defined area, having a selected mar 
ginal contour and completely encasing the inter 
WOWen Strands in Such defined area, but not con 
pletely filling said interstices, said first sign 
forming body being thicker than the screen ma 
terial and having oppositely presented faces lo 
cated outwardly and on opposite sides of the 
Screen material, and a second sign-forming body 
consisting of a solid, substantially rigid but some 
what pliable material eXtending through and fill 
ing the interstices of the screen material in an 
other defined area, directly contiguous to the first 
mentioned defined area, said second sign-form 
ing body projecting outwardly on both sides of 

- the Screen material, thereby providing outwardly 
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will force its way around on the under side to 
overlap. Somewhat, thereby forming a double 
locked retentive bond, substantially as shown in 
Figure 6. When the material has dried Sufi 
ciently, the backing sheet 3' is removed. 
By using materials of proper consistency. and 

by appropriately elevating the top surface of the 
screen S, by use of thicker stencil paper or 
masking material, to introduce the desired 
amount of space vertically between the upwardly 
presented face of the background plaque or sec 
tion 5 and the upper face of the screen 4', it is 
possible to achieve various types of "raised-letter' 
or relief effects combined with a “phanton' 
background. If desired, the screen 4 may be 
masked in such a manner as to introduce letters 
or design indicia, into only a portion of the open 
spaces in the background plaque or section or 
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presented faces which are respectively spaced out 
Wardly in relation to the adjacent outwardly pre 
sented faces of the first-mentioned sign-forming 
body, Said second sign-forming body, further 
more, extending marginally over on both sides of 
the first-mentioned sign-forming body in the pro 
vision of a tongue-and-groove type of interlock 
between the two Sign-forming bodies along the 
line contiguity thereof. 
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