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cut from a continuous length of any strap
iron or like flat metal or metallic ribbon and
requires no preliminary treatment.

The tightener represented in Figs. 3 and 4

is or may be of the construction sét forth iu
my previous specification forming part of an
application Serial No. 481201, filed March 3,
1909, (Letters Patent No. 925990, dated June
22, 1909) and the parts represented in Figs.
8 and 9 are the slotted shaft of the tool, rep-

‘resented at d, a cress bar of the frame be-

neath said shaft, represented at ¢, and a cross

bar at the frent edge of the frame, repre--

sented at f. For the purposes of the present
invention said cress bar ¢ beneath the wind-
ing shaft may be provided with a spur, 5/,
which is driven through one of the box-strap
ends, 1’, into the wooden box cover or a like
wooden box portion to preliminarily and
temporarily fasten the box-strap end for the

~tightening operation. ~Otherwise the too!

25

may be of the construciion set forth in said

previous specification forming part of said’

application Serial No. 481201, (Patent No.
925990) or of any suitable known or im
proved construction. :

The improved seal press, shown by Figs.
8 to 12, inclusive, in connection with said
Figs. 2, 4, 5 and 6, is characterized by a base,
¢, of novel construction having lateral edges,
1 and 2, of sufficient depth for the sealing
and seal-releasing operations hereinafter de-
scribed, a flat bottom, 3, and a free front
edge; 4, tapered as shown, with its thin ex-
tremity in the plane of said bottom,-a cen-
tral hole, 5, extending vertically through the
hottom, and a concavity or depression, 6, in

“the top of the base, between said lateral

. edges 1 and 2 and adjacent to said free edge
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4, within which said hole is located. Said
base ¢ is further provided with a gage stop,

7, adapted to embrace the seal part a, and

undercut front ends, 8-and 9, to engage the

inner edge of the box strap &.when the latter’

1s in effective position within the seal press
as in Fig. 4. This gage stop may be formed

by an inserted circular piece through which -

said hole 5 extends, as shown in the draw-
ings, or may be integral with the base cast-
ing, as preferred. A pair of cheeks, A and 4,
supported By said base ¢ and preferably in-
tegral therewith, are located behind “said

gage stop 7 with their front ends overhang-

ing said depression 6; and a movable mem-
ber, j, carrying a punching bit or punch, %,

at its free end, 1s pivoted between said cheeks -

by a pivot, /, at its rear end parallel with

said free edge 4 of the base, said. punch %
“being alined with said hole 5 in the base in

the depressed position of the movable mem-
ber represented in Fig. 5 and by dotted lines
in Fig. 8. Said movable member j and
punch % may conveniently be cut from rod
steel.

A spring, m, Fig. 8 intérposed betweentha |
1Y y My H1Z. 0 ] it :

932,435

- base g and punhch-carrying movable member
g, renders the latter novmally spring ele-

vated, with the punch in its position repre-
sented in Figs. 1, 6 and 10, and in full lines
in Iig. 8. The specific spring represented is
of rubber. ‘ :
As means for depressing the movable mem-
ber j, in the sealing operation, a hand lever,
7, is pivoted between the overbanging front
ends of -the cheeks % and 4 by a horizontal
pivot, o, parallel with said pivet 7, and is
constructed with the customary cam, p, ad-
jacent te its pivot, to inferact with the free
end of the movable member substantially in
line with the punch % 80
In the sealing operation,illustrated by Figs.
3 to 6 inclusive, after threading both ends 1
and 27 of the box strap b through the seal
part ¢, the under end 17 is preliminarily fas-
tened as by driving the spur 5" on the cross
bar ¢ of the tightener therethrough, and the
upper end 27 1s attached to the shaft d of the
tightener, and drawn beneath its eross bar f
by working the tool, as represented by the ar-
row « in Iig. 3, until the box strap is under
the desived tension. The free edge 4 of the
base ¢ of the scal press is then inserted edge-
wise beneath the seal part «, and the over-
fapped ends of the box strap b cmbraced.
thereby are located therewith beneath the 95
punch & by means of the gage stop 7. A
single movement of the hand-lever n then de-
presses the punch % until the seal part is ar-
rested by the bottom of the depression 6,
and the punch is driven through the seal 100 °
part and box strap as in Fig. 5. In this
nperation downturned portions-of the metul
of the top and bottom of the ceal part and
of both: box strap ends are interloclced with . -
cach other as represented at ¢’ in Fig. 7, 105
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‘and an effective scaling operation ‘is thus

completed. A return movement of the hand

“lever n permits the punch-carrying movable

member 7 to be reélevated by the spring m

.80 as to iree the punch 4 from the seal part 110

@, and. the resiliency of the box strap -0,
owing to the elevated supports of the box
strap at the lateral edges 1 aud 2, reélevates:
the seal- part ¢ within the depression 6. so-
as to free said interlocked portions 67 from 115
the hole 5 of the base g, as in Fig. 6, and.
thus. permit the seal press to be withdrawn
edgewise from the sealed box strap, - ,

© A single sealed box strap may in the above .
manner be located between the ends of the 120
box as in Fig. 1, or between the sides or
between the bottom and top of the box, as™
there is no seal nail to-be driven through = .

. the cover o like box part.into the ends.. The "~

box-strap and seal part may also; of conrse; 125°
be otherwise arranged, and may be dupli-— "
cated or multiplied if desired. ~ - = .

 The several parts of the improved seal--
press obviously admit of considerable varia-

tlon in shape, including the point of - the 130 T
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punch %; a metallic spring of coiled wire
or flat metal may talke the place of the rub-
ber spring m; and other like modifications
will suggest themselves to those skilled in
the art. _

Hoving thus described said improvement,
T claim as my invention 2nd desire to pat-
ent under this specificaticn: '

1. 4 seal press-for fastening metallic box
straps under tension by means of nailless
metallic box seals, such press having, in
combination, a horizontal base poertion con-
structed with a flat bottom adapted to vest
solidly upon the box and with a tapered
free edge insertible edgewise beneath a seal
part embracing the overlapped ends of a
box strap under tension, and provided with
a hole adapted to admit. downwardly pro-
jecting fastening portions of the seal part
and box strap and a stop gage for locating
the seal part above the hole, u superjacent
downwardly movable member carrying a

‘punch alined with said hole in its depressed

position, and means for operating sald mov-
able member o complete the seal.

2. A seal press for fastening metallic box
straps under tension by means of nailless
metallic box seals, such press having, in
combination, a horizontal base portion in-
sertible edgewise beneath a seal part em-
bracing the overlapped ends of a box strap
under tension and provided with a hole
adapted to admit downwardly projecting
fastening portions of the seal part and box
strap, a superiacent downwardly movable
member carrying a punch alined with said
hole in its depressed position, and means
for operating said movable member to
complete the seal, sald base portion being
flat - bottomed and  constructed with a

-tapered free edge having its thin extremity

it the plane of the bottom of the base,

3. A seal press for fastening metallic box
straps under tension by means of nailless
metallie box seals, such press having, in
combination with 2 suitable punch and
nieans for operating the same, o horizontal
base portion constructed with 2 free edge,
insertible edgewise beneath a seal part em-

 box strap and seal part, 2

froe
&5

bracing the overlapped ends of a box strap
under tension, and provided with a central

hole within a depression adjacent to said

frec edge between relatively elevated lat-
eral edges, whereby a box-strap under ten-

sion supported at said lateral edges is
i - K .

adapted to free the fastening portions of the

seal part from said hole by its own resilience
after the sealing operation.

4. A seal press for fastening metallic box
straps under tension by means of naiiless
metallic box seals, such press having, in
conbination, a horizontal base portion con-
structed with a free edge, insertible edge-
wise beneath a seal part embracing the over-
lapped ends of & box strap under iension,
and provided with a hole to admit down-
wardly projecting fastening portions of the
seal part and a concavity adjacent to said
hole adapted to be located beneath the box
strap and seal part, a superjacent spring-
elevated movable member carrying a punch
alined with said hole in its depressed posi-
tion, and a hand iever tor depressing said
puiich-carrying member at the sealing oper-
ation. ' -

5. A seal press for fastening metallic bex
straps under tension by means of ndilless
metallic box seals, such press having, n
combination, a horizontal base portien con-
slructed with a free edge and insertible
edgewise beneath a seal part embracing the
overlapped ends of a box strap under ten-
sion, and provided with 2 hole to admit
downwardly projecting fastening portions
of the seal part and a concavity adjacent fo
said Lole adapted to be located beneath the
superjacents
apring-elevated movable member having 2
horizontal pivot parallel to said free edge
and carrying a panch alined with said hole
in its depressed position, and a hand lever

‘having a horizontal pivot parallel with said

free edge, substantially as hereinbefore
- specified.
) - BDWARD J. BROOKS.
Witnesses:

CararLes LURIOIY,
Krizapern VON SIEFERT.
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