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To all whom it may concern. . . ." 

Be it known that I, JoHN WILCox, a citi 
zen of the United States, residing at Nisbet, 
in the county of Oliver, State of North. 

5: Dakota, have invented certain new, and use 
ful Improvements in Toy Pistols; and E 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 

i0 to which it appertains to make and use the 
same. . . . . . . . . 
This invention relates to improvements 

in toy pistols of the class wherein a spring 
is employed to eject a projectile, and has 

1s for one of its objects to provide a device of 
this character wherein the grip of the trig 
ger is increased by the force of the firing 
spring, to prevent accidental displacement 
of the firing spring until the trigger is actu 

20 ated. . . . . . . . . . . . 
With this and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction as hereinafter shown and 
described and then specifically pointed out 

25 in the claim; and, in the drawings illus: 
trative of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention. Figure 1 is a side elevation of 
the improved device, partly in section, Fig. 2 
is a bottom plan view with the handle and 

30 the firing spring in section on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1. . . . . 
The improved device, comprises a “bar 

rel' prior 10 and a handgrip or stock 11, of any required 'shape, but referably 
35 resembling the outlines of an ordinary pis 

tol. The barrel 10 is bored longitudinally 
as indicated at 12 and with a longitudinal 
vertical slot communicating with the bore, 
or with one portion 13 of the slot above the 

40 bore and the other portion 14 of the slot 
below the bore, as shown. 

Rigidly secured at 15 in the stock or grip 
1 is a resilient wiremember 16 which con 

stitutes the firing element of the device, 
45 and is curved forwardly and thence up 

wardly and extends through theslots 13-14, 
as shown. Pivoted at 17 to the lower face 
of the barrel 10 is a trigger member formed 
with an arm portion 18 and a catch lug 19 

50 and with a downwardly depending portion 
20 with which the finger operates to release 
the trigger. The trigger is supported in 
positionby, a guide or keeper 21, and is 
supplied with an operating spring 92 which 

55 maintains it yieldably in its forwari or en 
gaging position. The pivot 17 is located 

relatively near the rear end of the bartel, 
and the keeper 21 is so arranged that the 
spring 22 operates to maintain the an port. 

' tips of the trigger normally in advance 
O 0. 

60 
pivot 17, as represented in Fig. 2. 

By this arrangement when pressure is ap 
plied to the downwardly depending portion. 
20 of the trigger the point or catch portion 
19 is withdrawn from its position over the 65. 
slot 14. The ejector member 16 it will be 
noted when forced backwardly by the hand 
of the operator bears against the point 19 
of the trigger and displaces the she and is 
caught in the rear of the point and held 70 
thereby. Thereafter the forward strain of 
the member 16 causes the arm 19 to swing 
gon its pivot 17, and forces the point 19 
t across the slot 14 and consequently 

creases the grip between the members 1675 
and 19, and thus locks the trigger into en 
gagement with the firing member, and effec tually prevents any accidental displacement 
until force is applied to the depending por 
tion 20 to “fire the implemeift. This is so 
an important feature of the improved de 
vice, and adds materially to its value 
and efficiency, and likewise increases the 
“Safety of the device. The trigger being 
arranged to stand at a transverse angle to st 
the longitudinal plane of the barrel makes 
it “hard to trip the device and thus still 
further increases its safety. 
The barrel 10 and its stock 1 will pref 

erably be formed of one single piece of 90 
wood, while the, remaining parts of the der : 
vice except the projectile are of metal. The 
projectile may be of any required shape, 
but will preferably be in the form of a 
wooden rod, represented at 23. The im 
proved implement may be loaded by insert 
ing the projectile into the barrel and forcing 
it rearwardly against the member 16 until 
the latter automatically displaces the point 
19 of the trigger and is engaged behind the 
same, or the member 16 may be first drawn 
rearwardly by the fingers of the operator, 
and Sieged with the trigger before the projectile is inserted, as may be preferred. 
What is claimed is 
A toy pistol including a stock and a 

barrel having a longitudinal bore and with 
a longitudinal slot communicating with the 
bore, a resilient firing member formed from 
a single piece of spring wire one end of 
which is movable through the slot and within 
the bore and the other end of which is 
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curved downwardly and forwardly and then 
upwardly and rearwardly and secured in 
the forward portion of the butt of the stock, 
a trigger including a pivoted arm swinging 
transversely of the path of the firing mem 
ber and extending at an angle toward the 
muzzle end of the barrel, said arm having 
a catch lug near its free end engaging the 
firing member, whereby the force of the 
firing member is exerted to maintain the arm in its position, a keeper for said trigger, 
and means for normally holding said trigger 

in locking position, said means consisting 
of a bowed spring having one end passed 
downwardly through the pivoted arm and 
its other end secured to the side of the stock 
in such a manner that the spring bears 
against the stock-throughout its length. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN WILCOX. 

Witnesses: 
C. F. ScHWEIGERT, 
GUSTAF LINDQUIST. 
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