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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, BENNOVOMEIGEN, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Newark, 
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer 

5 sey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Purse or Bag Frames; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as Will enable others skilled in the art 

Io to which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this. 
specification. 

I5 - My present invention has reference to im 
provements in purse or bag frames and the 
like; and the invention relates more particu 
larly to a novel construction of bag or purse 
frame and a novel means for holding the 

20 frame-sections in their closed positions with 
a view of providing a neat and simply-con 
structed frame and holding-catch therefor. 
The principal object of this invention is to 

provide a novel construction of bag or purse 
25 frame and holding-catchtherefor, which shall 

be of a simple and durable construction, the 
various parts being arranged with a view of 
producing a “trick’ or “puzzle” frame, which 
will offer abundant opportunities to exercise 

3o good judgiment in the manipulation of the 
parts and at the same time afford great 
and Sellent. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide a trick or puzzle frame in which the parts 
35 of the holding-catch can be readily set, so as 

to enable the opening and closing of the frame 
sections in 1 he usual manner, withoutin every 
instance necessitating a peculiar manipula 
tion of certain parts of the holding-catch. 
The invention therefore consists generally 

in the novel construction of a purse or bag 
frame and its holding or locking catch, as 
well as in the novel arrangements and com 
binations of the various parts thereof, all of 

45 which will be hereinafter more fully set forth 
and finally embodied in the clauses of the 
claim. 
The invention furthermore consists in the 

novel arrangement of outer and inner frame 
5o sections, arranged one within the other, and 

4C) 

serial No. 24,272, (No model.) 
all having a common hinge-joint or connec 
tion. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a front view of a purse or bag 55 

frame made according to the principles of my - 
invention; and Figs. 2 and 3 are top edge 
views of the frame-sections in their closed 
relation, but Fig. 2 illustrating the arrange 
ment of a rotatable finger-piece or post in the 6o 
position to prevent the manipulation of the 
holding-catch and the hinged or pivoted sepa 
ration of the frame-sections, and Fig. 3 rep 
resenting the said finger-piece or post in its 
operated position to permit of the manipula- 65 
tion of the holding-catch and the opening of 
the frame-sections. Fig. 4 is a bottom view 
of the said frame-sections, illustrating in 
connection there with the locking or holding 
parts in their locked or held positions; and to 
Fig. 5 is a vertical cross-section of the frame 
sections, illustrating in connection there with 
one arrangement of “inlays” with the sev 
eral holding or locking parts represented in m 
their engaged or locked positions. Fig. 6 is 75 
a plan view of the bag or purse fratne and its 
holding - catch, showing the frame-sections 
open. Fig. 7 is a longitudinal vertical sec 
tion taken on line at a in Fig. 2, illustrating 
the parts of the holding-catch mechanism in 8o 
their normal holding positions to prevent, the 
turning or rotatable motion of the finger 
piece or operating-post of the catch; and Fig. 
8 is a similar view representing the same ar 
rangement of the various parts, but illus- 85 
trating the finger-piece or post pushed in 
previous to its being turned in a plane at 
right angles to its normal position. Fig. 9 
is a similar view of the several parts, with 
the finger-piece or post of the catch turned 9o 
at right angles, but the frame-sections still 
being held in their locked engagement; and 
Fig. 10 is a similar view representing all of 
the said parts in their disengaged or unlocked 
relation for the opening and closing of the 95 
hinged frame-sections. Fig. 11 is a collect 
ive perspective view of the several parts of 
the frame-sections and the parts of the hold 
ing or locking catch. Fig. 12 is a front 
view of a portion of the inner frame-section, Ioo 
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with a spring arm or plate having its end in sections e and e’. The enlarged or turned 
engagement with the end of the finger-piece 
or post, not represented in this view; and 
Figs. 13 and 14 are two sectional views of the 
said frame-section, taken on line y y in said 
Fig. 12, illustrating in plan the arrangement 
of a spring arm or plate and means thereon 
for securing it in place by means of an ar 
rangement of holding-prongs, said Fig. 13 
illustrating the prongs in position in a slot in 
the frame-section before they are turned over, 
and said Fig. 14 showing the prongs upset, 
with the said spring-arm secured in its op 
erative position in the said frame-section. 
Fig. 15 is a perspective view of a pair of in 
lays employed with the several frame-sec 
tions. 

Similar letters of reference are employed 
in all of the said above-described views to in 
dicate corresponding parts. 
In the said drawings, a and a' indicate the 

two main frame-sections of the inner frame, 
which are pivotally connected at their lower 
end portions a by means of suitable pins or 
rivets band are spring-actuated by means of 
a spring b', as clearly indicated in Figs. 1 and 
6; but of course it will be evident that the 
said parts may be connected in any other 
suitable manner. The said frame-sections a 
and a' are respectively provided with in 
wardly-extending sides a and a', as will be 
evidenced by an inspection of the several 
figures of the drawings, and in which is an 
arrangement of perforations a for properly 
securing in position by means of pins c' in 
the frame-section at an inlay c, and by means 
of pins or rivets c is secured in the frame 
section a' an inlay c', said pins or rivets be 
ing arranged in correspondingly-placed per 
forations c' in the bodies of said inlays and 
in the leg portions c thereof for securing the 
material of the bag in position. By means 
of these pins or rivets c' is secured against 
the outer face of the frame-section a, an or 
namental or other section - plate d, and by 
means of the rivets or pins c I have secured 
to the outer face of the frame-section d' a sec 
ond Ornamental or other suitable section 
plate d'. Other fastening pins or rivets d' 
may also be employed for securing the said 
section-plates d and d" against the outer faces 
of the frame-sections C and a', substantially 
as illustrated. It will also be evident that 
the said section-plates d and d" may be oth 
erwise connected with or they may form an 
integral part of the frame-sections a and d". 

Pivotally connected with each pin or rivet 
b are outerframe-sections eande', each frame 
section comprising a pair of portions e and 
e', which are preferably formed at right an 
gles to each other, or approximately so, and 
are provided with the turned-under or en 
larged ends e', substantially as illustrated, so 
as to form spaces e between the inner surface 
of the inwardly - extending sides a of the 
frame-section a and the inner surfaces of the 
said right-angled portions of the outer frame 

over end e of the section e has a slot or open 
ing etherein, and the end e of the other sec 
tion e' is likewise provided with a slot or open 
inge. In the frame-section a, in the upper 
and central portion thereof, is a hole or open 
ing a, which is provided with oppositely-ex 
tending slots a, and the said top is further 
provided with slots or openings a and a', as 
clearly shown in Fig. 11. Arranged against 
the under surface of the top of said frame 
section a, by means of a pair of shoulders or 
flat edge portions f and having a post or 
stud f' extending through the slot or opening 
a, is a suitable catch-plate f, which is also 
provided with a forwardly-extending arm or 
lugf, arranged to extend in a direction to 
ward the central portion of the frame-section 
a. The said post or stud falso passes through 
the slot or opening e' in the end portion of 
the section e and terminates directly beneath 
a depression h in the under surface of a con 
necting-plate or bridge-piece h, the said post 
or stud f' being rigidly secured in the open 
inge' in the end portion e' of the outer frame 
sectione. The said post or stud f' being thus 
slidably arranged in the slot or opening a of 
the frame-section a and being rigidly secured 
to the section e, the latter is capable of a 
movement toward the center of the completed 
frame by a pressure upon the outer surface 
of the parte' of said section. The catch-plate 
f is thus also capable of a similar inward 
movement to withdraw a bolt portion f° from 
its holding or locked engagement with a hold 
ing or catch stud a on the other frame-sec 
tion a' in the manner to be hereinafter more 
fully set forth. Similarly arranged against 
the under surface of the top of said frame 
section a, by means of shoulders or stops g', 
is a post or rivet g, which is passed through 
the slot or opening a' in the frame-section a. 
The said post, stud, or rivet g is also passed 
through the slot or opening e in the frame 
section e' and through an opening or slot h 
in the connecting - plate or bridge - piece 9, 
against which the free end of said post, stud, 
or rivet g is upset or riveted, so as to form 
the head g, and whereby the several parts 
are rigidly connected, as will be clearly un 
derstood from an inspection of the several 
figures of the drawings. From Fig. 11 it will 
also be seen that the said connecting-plate or 
bridge-piece h is provided with a centrally 
arranged hole or opening h". Suitably se 
cured, preferably by means of prongs l, con 
nected with a portion l, arranged in and up 
set or turned over against the surrounding 
edge of a slot or opening a' in the frame-sec 
tion a, is a supporting-spring l. The nor 
mal tendency of the free end of said spring 
is in an upward direction, and rotatively 
arranged in a hole or perforation l in the 
end l of said spring is the stud end i' of 
a device i. The said device i has its lower 
portion i slidably arranged in the central 
opening Ci in the frame-section (t, its edge 
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portions being likewise slidably arranged 
in the slots a, connected with said hole por 
tion a', to prevent the turning of said device 
i unless forced in a downward direction to 
bring said parts i clear of the said slots a, 
for the purposes to be hereinafter more fully 
specified. The said device i is also provided 
with a portion i*, formed with shoulders or 
offsets , which are forced against the under 
surface of the connecting-plate or bridge 
piece h by the upward action of the endl of 
the spring l. Another part of the device 
ti extends into and is rotatively arranged in 
the central hole or openingh' in said plate or 
bridge-piece h, and connected with said part 

is a stud , which extends some distance 
above the said plate or bridge-piece h. A 
finger-piece or knob , having a central hole 
i', is arranged over said post or stud and is 
securely riveted thereon, as shown. The said 
connecting-plate or bridge-piece h is prefer 
ably provided with a raised portion h, hav 
ing the appearance of a rivet-head and corre 
sponding with the head g, so as to produce 
uniformity of the design of these parts when 
secured together, as will be clearly under 

35 

45 

55 

stood. When these several parts have thus 
been operatively secured together and are in 
their normally locked or held engagement, 
indicated in Figs. 6 and 7,) then the free end 
of the part frests in close proximity to the 
edge of one of the parts of the device i, 
which prevents the inward movement, here 
in above mentioned, of the section e, and the 
several frame-sections are retained in their 
held or locked positions. To open the frame 
sections, a downward pressure is applied 
upon the knob or finger-piece , whereby the. 
device is caused to be moved from the position 
represented in Fig. 7 to that shown in Fig. 8. 
..By means of a quarter-turn of the knob or fin 
ger-piece (represented in Fig. 3) the device i 
will stand in the position illustrated in Fig. 
9, and the section e can now be forced in an 
inward direction. (Indicated in Fig. 10.) In 
this manner the part f° of the catch-plate f 
is freed from its holding engagement with the 
holding or catch stud a' of the frame-section 
a', and the spring b will cause the frame-sec 
tions to assume their open relation one with 
the other, as indicated in Fig. 6 of the draw 
ings. The section e, being made of spring 
metal, as soon as it is released by the opera 
tor will immediately return to its initial posi 
tion, and the frame - sections can now be 
closed or opened by a simple push against 
the arm portion e of said section e, or the 
parts can be again locked by returning the 
device i to its former position, (indicated in 
Figs. 6 and 7,) when the finger-piece or knob 

is again given another quarter-turn from 
the position shown in Fig. 3 to that repre 
sented in Fig. 2, and the spring-arm l forces 
the parts again into their locked or held 
engagement with the slots a in the frame 
section Ct. The said inlay c, hereinabove 
mentioned, is formed with a shoulder c, which 

provides a suitable chamber for inclosing 
certain parts of the catch mechanism, as rep 
resented in Fig. 5, the inlays c and c' being 
provided with correspondingly-placed open 
ings c' and c for permitting their proper ar 
rangement about the parts of the lock or 
catch mechanism and the inner surfaces of 
the frame-sections to be inclosed. 
The advantages of my novel construction 

of purse or bag frame and its locking or hold 
ing catch are evident from the above de 
scription, the construction of the several 
parts being simple, cheap, and neat, as well 
as operative, and, furthermore, a useful toy 
or puzzle is provided from which may be ob 
tained much pleasure and amusement. 

I am aware that changes may be made in 
the several arrangements and combinations 
of the various parts, as well as in the details 
of the construction thereof, without depart 
ing from the scope of my present invention. 
Hence I do not limit my invention to the ex 
act arrangements and combinations of the 
various parts, nor do I confine myself to the 
exact details of the construction thereof. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 

tion, with a pair of inner hinged or pivoted 
frame-sections, of a pair of outer frame-sec 
tions, arranged one in a fixed position over 
one of said inner frame-sections, and the 
other outer frame-section having a sliding 
motion in a direction toward the center of the 
frame-sections, and means connected with 
said several frame-sections for holding them 
in their closed relation, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

2. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with a pair of inner hinged or pivoted 
frame-sections, of a pair of outer frame-sec 
tions, arranged one in a fixed position over 
one of said inner frame-sections, and the other 
outer frame-section having a sliding motion 
in a direction toward the center of the frame 
sections, means connected with said several 
frame - sections for holding them in their. 
closed relation, and section-plates d and d", 
secured to the outer surfaces of said frame 
sections, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

3. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with a pair of inner hinged or pivoted 
frame-sections of á pair of outer frame-sec 
tions, arranged one in a fixed position over 
one of said inner frame-sections, and the 
other outer frame-section having a sliding 
motion in a direction toward the center of 
the fraine - sections, a connecting - plate or 
bridge-piece connected between said outer 
frame-sections, and a lock-post rotatably con 
nected with said bridge-piece, normally pre 
venting the sliding motion of said outer mov 
able frame-section, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

4. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with a pair of inner hinged or pivoted 
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frame-sections, of a pair of outer frame-sec 
tions, arranged one in a fixed position over 
one of said inner frame - Sections, and the 
other outer frame-section having a sliding 
motion in a direction toward the center of 
the frame - sections, a connecting - plate or 
bridge-piece connected between said outer 
frame-sections, a lock-post rotatably connect 
ed with said bridge-piece, normally prevent 
ing the sliding motion of said outer movable 
frame-section, and a pair of inclosing section 
plates d and d", between which the said outer 
frame-sections, bridge-piece and lock-post 
are arranged, when the frame is closed, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

5. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with a pair of inner hinged or pivoted 
frame-sections, of a pair of outer frame-sec 
tions, arranged one in a fixed position over 
one of said inner frame-sections, and the other 
outer frame-section having a sliding motion 
in a direction toward the center of the frame 
sections, a connecting-plate or bridge-piece 
between said outer frame-sections, a rotata 
ble and depressible lock-post connected with 
said bridge-piece, and a holding or lock catch 
connected with said outer slidable or movable 
frame-section, normally in locked engage 
ment with said lock-post to prevent the slid 
ing motion of said outer slidable or movable 
frame-section, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

6. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with a pair of inner hinged or pivoted 
frame-sections, of a pair of outer frame-sec 
tions, arranged one in a fixed position over 
one of said inner frame-sections, and the other 
outer frame-section having a sliding motion 
in a direction toward the center of the frame 
sections, a connecting-plate or bridge-piece 
between said outer frame-sections, a rotata 
ble and depressible lock-post connected with 
said bridge-piece, a holding or lock catch con 
nected with said outer slidable or movable 
frame-section, normally in locked engage 
ment with said lock-post to prevent the slid 
ing motion of said outer slidable or movable 
frame-section, and a pair of inclosing section 
plates d and d", between which the said outer 
frame-sections, bridge-piece and lock-post 
are arranged, when the frame is closed, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

7. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening a provided with a slotted 
portion or portions Ci', of a rotatable lock-post 
i having a holding part or parts slidably ar 
ranged in said slotted portion or portions a 
to prevent turning, a luolding-catch normally 
in locked engagement with said lock-post, and 
means connected with said lock-post arranged 
to permit the withdrawal of said holding part 
or parts from said slotted portion or portions 
a", and with which said lock-post is rotatably 
connected to release the holding-catch, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

8. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 

h 

ition, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening a provided with a slotted 
portion or portions a, of a rotatable lock-post 
i having a holding part or parts slidably ar 
ranged in said slotted portion or portions a 
to prevent turning, a holding-catch normally 
in locked engagement with said lock-post, and 
a spring secured in said frame-section, hav 
ing a perforated end portion providing a bear 
ing for said lock-post, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

9. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening or slot a, of a movable 
frame-section e slidably connected with said 
main frame-section, and a catch-plate if se 
cured to said frame-section e and slidably ar 
ranged in said slot ai, a holding lug or armf 
and a bolt portion f° on said catch-plate, and 
a spring-actuated lock-post with which said 
arm or lug f is normally in held engagement, 
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

10. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening or slot a, of a movable 
frame-section e slidably connected with said. 
main frame-section, and a catch-plate f se 
cured to said frame-section e and slidably ar 
ranged in said slot a, a holding lug or arm 
if and a bolt portion f° on said catch-plate, 
and a rotatable lock-post with which said 
arm or lugf8 is normally held in engagement, 
substantially as and for the purposes set 
forth. 

11. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening or slot a, of a movable 
frame-section e slidably connected with said 
main frame-section, and a catch-plate f se 
cured to said frame-section e and slidably al 
ranged in said slot a, a holding lug or arm 
f' and a bolt portion f° on said catch-plate, 
a spring secured in said main frame-section, 
aving a perforated end portion, and a lock 

post provided with a stud or projection ro 
tatively arranged in said perforated end por 
tion of the spring, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

12. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening C, and an opening a pro 
vided with a slotted portion or portions a, of 
a movable frame-section e slidably connected 
with said main frame-section, a catch-plate 
f secured to said frame-section e and slidably 
arranged in said slot a, a holding lug or arm 
f' and a bolt portion f° on said catch-plate, 
and a rotatable and spring-actuated lock por 
tion i with which said arm or lug f is nor 
mally held in engagement, and retaining por 

movably arranged in said slotted portion or 
portions a, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

13. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with one of the frame-sections thereof, 
having an opening a and an opening a pro 
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vided with a slotted portion or portions a, of 
a movable frame-section e slidably connected 
with said main frame-section, a catch-plate 
f secured to said frame-section e and slidably 
arranged in said slot a, a holding lug or arm 
fand a bolt portion f° on said catch-plate, 
a spring Secured in Said main frame-section, 
having a perforated end portion forming a 
bearing, and a lock-post provided with a 
stud or projection l rotatively arranged in 
Said perforated end or bearing portion, and 
retaining portions on said lock-post slid 
ably and renuovably arranged in said slotted 
portion or portions a, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

14. In a purse or bag frame, the combina 
tion, with a frame-section C. having an open 
ing a and slotted portions a, of a pair of outer 
frame-sections e and e', a connecting-plate 
or bridge-pieceh connected with said sections 

e and e' and having a central opening or hole 
h', a lock-post i in said opening a, retaining 
portions slidably and removably arranged 
in said slotted portions a, and provided with 
a stop portion or portions to limit the upward 
movement of said post, a portion i connected 
With said post and arranged in the opening 
or hole h' in said bridge-piece, and a knob or 
finger-piece thereon, and a holding or lock 
catch arranged for holding engagement with 
a portion of the said lock-post, substantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the invention set 
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
18th day of July, 1900. 

BENNO WOMEIGEN. 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
G. TROXLER, Jr. 

25 

  


