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(57) Abstract: The present invention improves stability in an ESD protection circuit using a transistor. A protection
transistor is inserted between a prescribed power node and a prescribed reference node. When electrostatic discharge has
occurred, a detection unit makes the gate voltage of the protection transistor a prescribed level over a prescribed period. A
steady period control unit controls the period in which the gate voltage continues at the prescribed level so that said period
is longer than the prescribed period. An excessive period control unit gradually transitions the gate voltage to a different
level than the prescribed level, within a prescribed excessive period after a normal period has passed.
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