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To alliwhom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN FISHER, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at St. Paul, in 
the county of Ramsey and State of Minnesota, 
have invented certain new and useful Im. 
provements in Sleigh-Bell Fastenings; and I 
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, Which form a part of this specification. 
My invention has relation to improvements 

in means for fastening sleigh-bells to the 
shafts of sleighs, buggies and carriages, and 
to the tongues or poles of wagons. 
The objects of my invention are, first to 

provide a bell fastener that will enable a per 
Son to attach the bells to and remove them 
from the shafts or pole in the shortest possible 
time and without the use of screws, screw 
clamps or other tools or means; second, to pro 
Wide a bell fastener that will save the bells, 
bell stems and bell strap from getting broken 
should the bells by a fall of the horse or by 
coming in contact with teams, wagons or other 
objects receive a blow or hard pressure. 
With these objects in view, the invention 

consists of a bell strap having secured upon 
one side of it the bells and is upon the other 
side provided with spring hooks or clasps 
adapted to embrace and yieldingly hold onto 
the shaft or pole of the vehicle. 

It further consists in the combination with 
a bell strap of spring arms rigidly secured 
thereto in pairs and adapted to embrace the 
shaft of the vehicle. Each pair of spring arms 
may preferably be made from a single piece 
of spring metal forming a double armed clasp 
Or ring-shaped spring open at one side and 
secured at or near its middle to the bell strap. 
The further novel construction and manner 

of applying my invention arefully illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pair of sleigh 
shafts with a strap containing three bells fas 
tened to one of the shafts by my improved 
fastening device. Fig. 2 is an enlarged side 
view of the portion of the shaft having the 
bells on it in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side view of 
the bells and fastening device shown in Figs. 
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1 and 2 but with the shaft removed there 
from. Fig. 4 is an end view of Fig. 2. 

Referring by letters to the accompanying 
drawings, A represents a shaft of a sleigh or 
buggy; B, the ordinary strap to which the 
bells C, are secured by screws or rivets in an 
old and well-known manner. 
D are the elastic metallic clasps or spring 

arms formed so as to embrace and by elastic 
force hold firmly together the shaft A and the 
strap B. The free ends E of the clasps D 
are turned slightly outward (as best shown in 
Fig. 4) so as to facilitate the slipping of the 
springs in over the side of the shaft in plac 
ing the bells on to the latter. The said clasps 
or spring-arms D are preferably formed out 
of one single piece of elastic metal, and may 
be made in such various forms as will be most 
suitable for the various shapes of shafts, 
poles and tongues. Also the shape of the me 
tallic strip from which the clasps are formed 
may be of various shapes like round or Square 
spring wire; or flat, oval, or half oval strips of 
metal or any style or shape of metal that may 
be preferred as ornamental or for other rea 
SOS. 
The clasp is preferably secured at the up 

per side of the strap so as to give the bells se 
cured to the under side of it a better chance 
to vibrate; to each bell strap should be se 
cured two clasps or pairs of spring arms, one 
near each end of the strap as shown, while 
the bells hay be of any desired number. I 
show three bells because that is the number 
of them mostly used on one strap. As a mat 
ter of economy in labor I secure the bells 
nearest the ends of the strap on the same pin 
or rivet as the spring clasps are secured with, 
as shown in Figs. 2, and 3. 
In operation the flaring ends of the spring 
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arms are placed in a straddling position . . 
against the shaft and by pressing with the 
hands on the bells or the strap they are forced 
upon the shaft in an embracing position rela 
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tive to the latter; in removing the bells from 
the shaft the bell strap or the bells are taken 
hold of and pulled away, causing the spring 
arms to slip off from the shaft. If the bells 
come in contact with any hard object, like 
other teams, wagons, lamp posts, telegraph 
poles, fence posts, &c., or if they by a fall of 
the horse come in contact with the ground, 
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the spring arms will yield and by turning or 
sliding upon the shaft save the bells as well 
as their fastenings from getting broken. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that I 

produce a simple, convenient, and effective 
means of placing on and removing from shafts 
and tongues of buggies, wagons, &c., any 
shape and number of bells almost in an in 
stant, and without defacing the shaft by the 
use of screws, screw clamps, bolts or the like, 
slow and unhandy devices heretofore used for 
bell-fastenings. It will also be seen that I 
provide a yielding bell fastener by which the 
bells and the fastener are saved from break 
ing in case of contact with hard objects. 

I am aware that bells and bellstraps are of 
old origin and that spring arms and spring 

clasps have prior to my invention, been used 
in other combinations, Itherefore do not claim 
these elements broadly, but 
What I claim as my new and useful inven 

tion, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
IS 
The combination of the bell strap B, bells 

secured thereto, spring clasps or pairs of 
spring arms and fastenings securing the bells 
and companion clasps to the strap, Substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN FISHER. 

Witnesses: 
C. E. PIERCE, 
GEO. E. BRYANT. 
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