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F X AME (HBAZ 44 : METHOD FOR MANAGING THE PARTICULATE IN A
CHEMICAIL. MECHANICAL SILICON POLISHING SLURI

A method for managing particulate in a chemical-

mechanical polishing slurry (28), the method comprising
circulating the polishing slurry (28) in a chemical-
mechanical wafer polishing apparatus (10), ‘passing the

polishing slurry through a filtration system (39) and
filtering the particulate, including aggregates,
precipitates and particles of Si0, created during the
polishing process, out of the polishing slurry. The

filtration system (39) may comprise a polypropylene filter

. or a hydrophilic polypropylene filter and the filter may

have an internal surface area of approximately 72 square

inches which is wetted before passing the polishing slurry

therethrough. The filter has a pore size between about 25
/{ # &
and 100 microns and preferably about 50 microns. e
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