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(87) Abstract: This air conditioner is provided with a refrigerant circuit in which a compressor for compressing and
discharging a refrigerant, an indoor heat exchanger for causing an exchange of heat between the refrigerant and indoor
air, a first throttling device for decompressing the refrigerant, an outdoor heat exchanger that is configured from an upper
side heat exchanger and a lower side heat exchanger having flow passages parallel to one another and that causes an
exchange of heat between the refrigerant and outside air, and a flow passage switching device for switching the flow of
the refrigerant to the upper side heat exchanger side or to the lower side heat exchanger side are connected sequentially by
piping, and through which the refrigerant circulates, hot gas bypass piping linking the discharge side of the compressor
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and the flow passage switching device, and a control device for performing a space heating defrost operation to defrost
the upper side heat exchanger and the lower side heat exchanger alternately while performing a normal space heating
operation, wherein: the outdoor heat exchanger includes a plurality of hairpin tubes constituting a portion of heat transfer
piping; the upper side heat exchanger serves as a refrigerant inlet when all the hairpin tubes located in a lowermost level
are being defrosted; and the lower side heat exchanger serves as the refrigerant inlet when all the hairpin tubes located
in an uppermost level are being defrosted.
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