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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joseerr H. Graman, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Kempton, in the county of Tipton and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Post Molds;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to improvements in
molds for molding concrete fence posts.

The primary object of this invention is to
provide a simple and economical mold
whereby a series of four or more posts may
be molded at a single operation.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a mold in which the parts may be
readily separated after the concrete or other
plastic material from which the posts are
made has hardened, and which may be read-
ily set up in molding or operative position.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of certain novel
features of construction, combination and
arrangement of parts as will be more fully
described and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a plan view of a mold embodying my im-
provements; Iig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tion on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is an
end view of the mold; Fig. 4 is a transverse
sectional view on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a detail elevation showing the cen-
tral clamping member detached; Ifig. 6 is a
detail perspective view of one of the end sec-
tions; Fig. 7 is a detail elevation of the con-
tiguous end portion of the cobperating end
member; Fig. 8 is a view of one end of the
side members; and Fig. 9 is an edge view of
one of the clamping levers.

Referring to the drawings for a more par-
ticular description of the invention, the mold
comprises the side members 1 of steel or any
other suitable metal formed at their upper
and lower side edges with the outwardly
bent reinforcing flanges 2, which add greater
strength and rigidity to the side members.

The mold further comprises a series of

‘longitudinal spaced partitions 8, which are

suitably disposed between the side members
to form the molds or compartments for the
reception of the concrete or other plastic ma-

terial from which the molds are to be
formed.

The mold further comprises the end sec-
tions or walls 4 and 5, respectively, each of
which consists of a pair of slidably engaged
sections, the longer, as 6, of which extends
entirely across its end of the mold and is
provided at one end with the inwardly and
laterally bent portion 7, provided on its in-
ner face with the cleat 8, which is adapted
to heok over a second cleat 9 on the adjacent
end of one of the side members and thereby
form a means of interlocking engagement
therebetween. The shorter section of each
end wall, as 10, is also provided with the
inwardly and laterally bent flange or por-
tion 11, provided on its inner face with a
cleat or rib 12, also adapted to hook over a
second cleat 13 at the adjacent end of the
other side member. The longer section 6
of each of the end walls is provided at one
end and at opposite sides with the guide-
ways 14, which are preferably formed by
suitably bending the outer edges of metal
strips 15 riveted or otherwise attached to the
face of said section. A locking lever 16 is
pivoted near one end upon a bolt 17 pass-
ing through a bearing bracket 18 mounted
on the outer face of the longer section of the
end wall. The opposite or free end of this
lever is bent inwardly approximately at
right angles to form a handle portion 19,
which is adapted to be grasped by the oper-
ator in moving the lever back and forth.
The link 20 is loosely connected at one end
to the locking lever 16 at a point adjacent
the pivotal point of the latter and is con-
nected at its opposite end by means of the
bolt and bracket 21 and 22, respectively,
with the shorter section of the end wall.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent
that by swinging the operating lever down-
ward to the position indicated in Fig. 2,the
sections of the end walls are drawn together
and retain themselves, as well as the side
walls, in molding position. .A series of pal-
lets 23 are arranged in the bottoms of the
mold compartments and rest upon the sup-
port upon which the mold as a whole is
placed. The side walls, as well as the parti-
tions, are made of sufficient width to extend
to the bottoms of the pallets. It will be ob-
served that the side walls and partitions are
shown of slightly and gradually decreasing
width from one end of the mold to the op-
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posite end, while the partitions are so ar-
ranged that the mold compartments are also
of slightly decreasing width and for this
reason, when the posts are formed, they will
be larger at the base than’ at their upper
ends.

In order to hold the center of the mold
from bulging down and to secure greater
rigidity at this point, I provide a clamping
member 24 which extends across the bottom
of the mold at the center of the length there-
of and comprises a pair of corresponding
sections 25 provided at their outer ends with
the hook portions 26 which receive the bot-
tom reinforcing flanges 2 of the side walls
of the mold, the ends of said hook portions
being bent up to form braces 27 which fit
against the outer sides of the side members.

To adjust the sections of the clamping
member 24 in locking or releasing position,
I provide the operating lever 28 which is

pivoted near one end, as at 29, to the in-

turned portion 30 of one of the sections 25
of the clamping member and is connected at
the extreme portion of said end with the
other section of the clamping member. The
outer end of this lever is provided with the
handle 81 for convenience in operation.
Each of the end walls of the mold is also
provided with the hook member 82 which
engages the upper edge of the central parti-

tion 3 to hold the machine from bulging up
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at the center. In setting up the mold, the
pallets are first placed upon the support, the
side walls next placed in position and the
center clamping member 24 next applied.
The partitions are then arranged in position
between the pallets and the end walls or sec-
tions finally placed in position. The oper-
ating levers for the end walls and center
clamping member are then moved into lock-
ing position. To remove the machine from
the posts, the end walls are first removed
and next the center clamping member, which
loosens the side walls. The posts are now
slightly separated by a suitable tool to fa-
cilitate the removal of the partitions which
ave preferably removed endwise.

From the foregoing description taken in

988,460

connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of this invention as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:— .

1. A mold of the character described, com-
prising longitudinal side members, a plu-
rality of spaced longitudinal partitions ar-
ranged between the same, sectional adjust-
able end members, each comprising a pair
of slidably arranged clamping sections hav-
ing oppositely disposed inturned ends, guid-

ing means extending from one of said sec-

tions, and clamping levers fulerumed upon
one of said sections and connected to the
other section, whereby the end sections may
be slidably adjusted upon each other.

9. A mold of the character described, com-
prising longitudinal side members, a plurality
of spaced longitudinal partitions arranged

between the same, sectional adjustable end

members, each comprising & pair of slidably
arranged clamping sections having oppo-
sitely disposed inturned ends, guiding means
extending from one of said sections, clamp-
ing levers fulecrumed upon one of saild sec-
tions and connected to the other section,
whereby the end sections may be slidably ad-
justed upon each other, and a detachable
central clamping means adapted to brace the
side members, comprising a series of curved
levers pivotally connected at their ends to
an operating lever and having their outer
ends bent upwardly and shaped to engage
the lower portion of the side member.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
1y hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
JOSEPH H. GRAHAM.
Witnesses: :
Tsaper Frawors CARgoLL,
Roperr B. CoHER.

_Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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