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SPOUT THEREFOR 

Alva T. Smith, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Application March 17, 1954, Serial No. 416,821 

19 Claims. (C. 222-396) 

The present invention relates to the art of dispensing. 
More particularly, this invention relates to a container 

of the type generally utilized for liquid storage and dis 
pensing with particular reference to the handling of gaso 
line, oil, and mixtures thereof, and which containers 
incorporate a discharge spout and a pump to facilitate 
discharge. 

Still more particularly, this invention relates to a port 
able fuel can or liquid container incorporating improved 
discharge spout characteristics. 
The prior art is replete with storage containers for 

gasoline and other fuels which incorporate a pump and 
which usually embody a relatively short nozzle or spout 
that is normally closed by a dust cap and through which 
the contents are dispersed. 

It has been ascertained through experience that con 
tainers of this type filled with gasoline and/or oil fuels, and 
utilized for carrying a reserve supply of such fuelin motor 
vehicles, for power motor boats of the outboard type, or 
for operating power mowers, and other forms of liquid 
fuel operated devices, are quite cumbersome to handle. 
For example, since gasoline weighs approximately eight 
pounds to the gallon, a filled five-gallon container for 
gasoline will weigh in excess of forty pounds and this 
Weight must be manipulated in transferring the fuel from 
the container to the fuel tank of a vehicle, power mower, 
or the like. It is thus obvious that such a cumbersome 
arrangement is not ideally suited to the physical limita 
tions of women or other slight statured individuals. 

It is therefore a primary object of the present invention 
to provide an extensible and retractable spout or hose in 
association with a fuel container which will permit dis 
pensing of the contents of the container without manip 
ulating the container and its contents. 

it is a further object to provide an improved mounting 
for a flexible or an elongated spout that includes means 
for cleaning and drying the exterior of the hose or spout 
as it is extracted or extended and for removing any dirt 
from the exterior of the hose or spout as it is reinserted 
into the container. 
As a further particular object, a gasket of the squeegee 

type embraces the hose and which in addition to clean 
ing functions further operates as an automatic over 
pressure release valve during manipulation of a pump 
associated with the container and used during dispensing. 
As a still further specific object, the gasket means is 

movably mounted with relation to a rigid apertured dia 
phragm associated with a discharge spout or is movable 
relative to any other suitable opening in or at the top 
of a container so that the gasket means can move up and 
down due to friction of the hose when the hose is moved 
in and out of the container to open or close an air escape 
port in the diaphragm or the opening in dependence upon 
the direction of movement of the hose. 
As a further object, the gasket and hose are so asso 

ciated with the aperture in the rigid diaphragm or with 
the opening in the container as to provide a safety feature 
that prevents the build-up of undesirable excess pressure 
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in a container when the same is filled and closed and is 
in storage or is being transported. 
As a further object, the present invention provides a 

dispensing container for gasoline or other fuel which 
incorporates an air pump to facilitate discharge, an ex 
tensible and retractable hose or spout and a valve asso 
ciated with the container and providing a secondary air 
pressure release and thus an instantaneous flow control. 
As a further particular object, the present invention 

incorporates means associated with the inner end of the 
hose, that is the end normally retained within the con 
tainer, that maintains the intake end of the hose on or 
at the bottom of the container so as to facilitate a sub 
stantially complete emptying of the container. 

Further and more specific objects will be apparent 
from the following description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a view partly in section and partly in eleva 
tion illustrating the improved fuel container and the ex 
tensible and retractable hose, 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary cross sectional view on an 
enlarged scale illustrating the hose and the mounting 
means associating the same with the container as it appears 
with the hose being withdrawn, 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 but illustrating 
the invention with the hose reinserted within the con 
tainer and a closure cap applied, 

Figure 3a is a fragmentary view illustrating certain 
parts of Figure 3 in different position, 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken along lines 4-4 of Figure 2, 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 2 but illustrating 

a modified form of gasket means, 
Figure 6 is a view of the arrangement of Figure 5 as 

viewed from the bottom, and 
Figures 7 and 8 are fragmentary views on an enlarged 

Scale illustrating the intake end of the hose and the 
means for maintaining. the same at or on the bottom of 
the container. 
As shown in the drawings, the container of the present 

invention includes a body portion 1 comprising sides, top 
and a bottom. The top is provided with a series of 
apertures with which are respectively associated a pump 
2, the rigid spout 3 that receives the hose, and a push 
button flow control valve 4. 
The pump 2 is constructed as a unit with an internally 

threaded cap 5 that fits over an externally threaded 
lip 6 provided on the top of the container. The pump 
is an aluminum air pump and includes a barrel within 
which a piston is reciprocal upon actuation of the handle 
7. The barrel passes through the cap 5 and is rigidly 
mounted relative thereto and incorporates an internally 
threaded end closure 8 through which the piston rod 
is guided. The threaded barrel closure 8 is provided 
with a vent opening 9. It is believed obvious that ma 
nipulation of the handle forces air under pressure through 
pump outlet 2' into the body of the container building 
up pressure therein on the body of the liquid to force 
the same through the hose, under control of valve 4. 
The rigid spout 3 is provided at its upper end with 

external threads and an internal flange 10. A cap mem 
ber 11 that is internally threaded at its lower end is en 
gaged over the threads on the spout 3. This cap mem 
ber 11 incorporates a metallic centrally apertured dia 
phragm 12 and a gasket 13 of a neoprene and cork mix 
ture or of a synthetic rubber or, in any event, material 
that is not attacked by gasoline, oil and other fuel to 
be stored in the container. Movably, mounted relative 
to the aperture in the diaphragm.12 is a flexible neo 
prene gasket 14 of a particular shape and function. and 
that embraces a length of flexible hose. 15. 
The hose 5. could be of any desired length: com 
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mensurate with the size of the container. For example, 
for a five-gallon container the hose is approximately 
six feet long thus having an effective length of at least 
four feet. Of course in shorter containers with less 
vertical dimensions, the six foot length of hose will have 
a more effective length. The relationship of the gasket 
14 and the rigid diaphragm 2 is of particular impor 
tance. The gasket 14 includes a tubular body portion 
16 that has an axial extent approximating the diameter 
of the hose. Midway of the length of the tubular por 
tion and extending inwardly thereof is a flexible rib 7 
that functions as a squeegee with relation to the hose. 
Thus the gasket embracing the hose presents an arrange 
ment in which the inner diameter of the tubular gasket 
portion is in excess of the outer diameter of the hose 
while the diameter of the opening defined by the flexible 
rib 17 is less than the outer diameter of the hose. Fur 
ther, the outer diameter of the tubular portion is less than 
the diameter of the aperture or port 8 that is pro 
vided in the diaphragm 12. The gasket has spaced upper 
and lower flexible flanges at 59 and 20 each having a 
diameter substantially in excess of the opening 18 so 
as to associate the gasket with the diaphragm 12 and 
prevent accidental disassociation of these members. The 
hose thus fits within the gasket 14 and is movable rela 
tive thereto, whereas the gasket is loosely mounted within 
the opening 18 and it and the hose are movable relative 
to the diaphragm 2. The cap 3 is provided with an 
enlarged portion overlying the gasket and diaphragm 
and which portion has vent openings 2: therein for pur 
poses hereinafter explained. A dust cap 22 that is in 
ternally threaded cooperates with external threads on 
the upper and reduced end of the cap . The outer 
end of the hose is provided with an annular gasket 23 
which seats between the top of the neck of the cap Ali 
and the dust cap 22, as shown in Figure 3, and which 
gasket 23 is used to associate the discharge end of the 
hose with a filling opening in a fuel tank or the like. 
As regards the functioning of the gasket 4 and as 

clear from Figure 2 with the hose extracted or being 
extracted, the rib 17 will closely embrace the exterior 
of the hose 15 to clean and dry the same during ex 
traction and thus prevent any gasoline or other fuel es 
caping with the moving hose. Furthermore, the pres 
sure in the container coupled with the movement of 
the hose outwardly will seat flange 20 against the under 
surface of diaphragm 12. Any over-pressure existing 
within the container is automatically compensated for 
by the flexibility of the rib 17 which will yield to such 
gaseous pressure permitting a release thereof. The rib 
17 further functions to clean the exterior of the hose 
when the hose is being pushed back into the container 
to reach the position shown in Figure 3, since the rib 
will flex or reverse itself due to the friction exerted by 
the hose. Thus the rib constitutes a squeegee. Fur 
ther, the gasket operates as a safety valve due to the 
flexibility of the flanges 9 and 20. In Figure 3, flange 
19 assumes the dotted line position when it operates 
as an over-pressure release valve when the container is 
closed and sealed. For example, a gasoline can that 
is in storage or in transit will have internal pressure 
fluctuations due to varying temperature conditions and 
the positional and structural arrangement of the gasket 
is such as to prevent the build-up of undesirable pres 
sure conditions within the container during storage and 
transportation. Any pressure that builds up within the 
container will be released and the release path is indi 
cated by the arrows in Figures 3 and 3a. The gas or 
air under pressure and seeking escape will lift the flange 
19, Figure 3a, and escape out of the vent openings 21 
of which at least two or more are provided in the cap 
11. Thus the gasket has several important functions 
relative to the hose and to the escape port or opening 
18 in the diaphragm 12. As previously indicated, it 
cleans and dries the exterior of the hose removing gas 
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4 
and oil and other fuel therefrom as the hose is ex 
tracted, and it further removes all dirt as the hose is 
returned to the interior of the container. The yield 
ability of the rib 17 releases over-pressure while pump 
ing fuel. Since the tubular portion 16 of the gasket 
has less transverse dimensions than those of the port 
18, the gasket moves up and down with the hose and 
thus flange 20 covers the port 18 as soon as extraction 
of the hose is started and then the pressure within the 
container holds it closed. When the hose and gasket 
move downwardly as the hose is being returned, the 
flexibility of flange 19 will permit air release as the hose 
is returned to the can and will prevent the build-up of 
undesirable pressure within the can or container while 
it is being stored or in transit. 

Figure 4 clearly shows the relative dimensional ar 
rangements and clearances between the hose and the 
inner wall of the tubular portion 16 and between the lip 
or edge of port 18 and the outer surface of the tubular 
portion 16 of the gasket. 

In Figure 5, there is illustrated a modification in which 
the rigid diaphragm 12 and the squeegee acting rib 17 
are eliminated as separate integers and a flexible dia 
phragm 24 is utilized in lieu thereof. This diaphragm 
24 is mounted between a gasket 25 similar to gasket 13 
and an inner shoulder on the cap 11. The central open 
ing 24" in the diaphragm 24 is so correlated with the 
external dimensions of the hose that the material at the 
edge of this opening as at 26 provides a squeegee acting 
portion embracing the hose to clean and dry the hose as 
it is being extracted and to prevent any dirt from passing 
into the interior of the container as the hose is reinserted 
therein. A slit 27 is provided in the flexible diaphragm 
24 to function as a safety valve as regards over-pressure 
when a container is in storage or transit and to also per 
mit elimination of over-pressure while fuel is being 
pumped. 

In Figures 7 and 8 are embodied one example of an 
arrangement for maintaining the intake end of the hose 
at least closely adjacent the bottom of the container. The 
intake end of the hose is provided with a conventional cap 
of fine mesh screen material that prevents the entry of 
any sediment into the hose. Mounted adjacent the cap 
is a permanent magnet 28. This magnet is a Carboloy 
Alnico permanent magnet that is sintered to a shape that 
is known in the trade as the round U-shape. The magnet 
is provided with a central opening and is secured to the 
hose by a wire 29 that passes over the hose through the 
central opening in the magnet and is bent outwardly to lie 
in the recess 30 formed in the base of the magnet. The 
pull of the magnet is in the direction toward its flat side 
or top 31. Therefore, the magnet is held against the 
bottom of the container and holds the intake end of the 
hose close to the bottom so that substantially all the con 
tents of the container can be dispensed. 
To utilize the container of this invention for trans 

ferring liquid from the container to a tank, for example, 
the fuel tank of a motor vehicle, the dust cap 22 is re 
moved and the hose is withdrawn about one foot and 
then grasped between the thumb and forefinger to shut off 
the hose. The upward pull will close the air vent by 
applying flange 20 against the under-surface of diaphragm 
12. The operator then imparts about ten strokes to the 
hand pump while continuing the upward pull on the hose. 
This action provides air pressure to seal the flange 2?) 
against the diaphragm. The hose is then withdrawn to 
the required length and the nozzle washer 23 is hooked 
under the neck of the filling opening in the fuel tank. 
The grip on the hose is then released and fuel flow started. 
While the fuel is flowing, the pump is pumped slowly. 
In order to stop the flow of fuel, the valve 4 is manipul 
lated by pushing on the push-button. 
This flow control valve, in addition to the push-button 

4, includes a stem that passes through an opening in the 
top of the can that is of larger diameter than the diam 
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eter of the stem. Mounted on the bottom of the stem 
and cooperable with the under-surface of the container 
is a washer or annular sealing element. A spring is biased 
between the top of the container and the under-surface 
of the push-button to normally hold the washer against 
the under-surface of the container to seal the same. The 
spring is quite strong and the washer bears with a plastic 
or rubber ring on the underside of the top of the container 
to form an adequate Seal. 

It is believed obvious that the container may be filled 
either by removing the cap 5 with the pump embodied 
therewith, or by removing the cap 11 and the hose that 
is attached thereto. In most instances, however, the con 
tainer is filled by removing the cap 5 and the pump. A 
suitable bail type handle is incorporated with the top of 
the container to facilitate carrying the same. 

It is believed clear, therefore, that the present invention 
provides in combination with a fuel container an air pump 
to build up pressure in the container to facilitate dis 
charge, an escape valve in the top of the container to 
constitute a flow control and an extensible and retracta 
ble nozzle associated with the top of the container and 
which nozzle is of substantial length to permit discharge 
of the contents at a point relatively remote from the con 
tainer to eliminate manipulation of the weight of the 
container and its contents. The nozzle is in the form of 
a flexible hose and a unique and novel gasket means sur 
round the hose and is removably associated with the 
top of the container. The gasket means comprising a 
rubber or synthetic rubber body having upper and lower, 
spaced, flexible flanges interconnected by a tubular por 
tion and mounted within an opening in a diaphragm. 
Projecting internally of the tubular portion is an annular 
flexible rib that cooperates with the exterior of the hose 
to clean and dry the same as it is extracted and to prevent 
any dirt or other matter entering the container as the 
hose is reinserted. The diaphragm and gasket are re 
movably associated with the container top by a remova 
ble cap that includes a dome portion provided with vent openings. 

In the modified form of Figures 5 and 6, the invention 
includes a flexible diaphragm having a slit therein and a 
central opening, with the slit being normally closed. The 
dimensions of the central opening are so correlated with 
the external dimensions of the hose that the material at 
the inner edge of the diaphragm, bounding the central 
opening, flexes due to the friction of the hose as it is 
extracted or reinserted in the container to respectively 
clean and dry the hose on extraction and prevent dirt 
from passing into the container on reinsertion. 
The invention further includes means for maintaining 

the intake end of the hose on or at the bottom of the 
container during and after the outer end of the hose has 
been extracted. 

It is to be pointed out that the features of the present 
invention relating to the extensible and retractable hose 
and its mounting means are not exclusively limited to 
utilization with a container that incorporates an air 
pump. 

Furthermore, the invention is not to be limited for 
use with a flexible hose since in some instances the 
mounting features, namely, the flexible gasket means in 
association with an escape port can be embodied in 
combination with a rigid spout that is to be extended 
or retracted relative to the container. It is not neces 
sary that the opening with which the extensible and 
retractable hose or spout is associated be in the top 
of the container since if no air pump is employed it 
might be desirable to have the hose or spout located 
at or adjacent the bottom of the container. 
The drawings illustrate a practical exemplification of 

the invention as applied to a combination including a 
pump to facilitate discharge. 
As previously stated, the length of the flexible hose 

that is utilized can vary in accordance with purposes 
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6 
intended, but for all practical purposes the axial extent 
of the hose should be several times the vertical dimen 
sions of the container which will permit the transporta 
tion of the container in the luggage carrier or trunk 
of an automobile and the transfer of gasoline from the 
container to the fuel tank of the automobile without 
the necessity of moving the container. 

It is further to be pointed out that the inventive phases 
of this application comprehend in addition to combina 
tion features including the container and pump, an in 
proved mounting means for an extensible and retractable 
hose or spout. 

It is to be further understood that structural modifica 
tions, eliminations and additions may be resorted to so 
long as they do not depart from the spirit and scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A dispensing container for liquids including an air 

pump, said air pump having an outlet and means mount 
ing the pump with its outlet within the container, an 
extensible and retractable discharge spout, apertured 
means frictionally engaging the spout and mounting the 
same for movement into and out of the container where 
by liquid can be dispensed through the spout when it 
is extended and in consequence of the actuation of the 
air pump, and automatically operable valve means em 
bodied with the apertured means for releasing over 
pressure when pumping and for preventing the build-up 
of undesirable excess pressure within the container when 
the same is filled and closed. 

2. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the apertured means mounting the spout 
includes an annular flexible member having an inwardly 
extending rib closely embracing the spout and operable 
to clean and dry the same when it is extracted and to 
prevent the entry of dirt and other foreign matter into 
the container when the spout is retracted. 

3. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the spout constitutes an elongated 
flexible hose having a length substantially in excess of 
the vertical dimensions of the container, said hose hav 
ing an intake end, and means carried by the hose for 
maintaining the intake end thereof at least closely ad 
jacent the bottom of the container. 

4. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 3, in which the container has at least a metallic 
bottom and the means carried by the hose for maintain 
ing the intake end at least closely adjacent the bottom 
constitutes a permanent magnet. 

5. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the container has an opening therein, 
the apertured means mounting the spout includes an 
annular flexible member within the opening, said mem 
ber including a tubular body portion and spaced upper 
and lower flanges, said body portion having an external 
diameter less than the transverse dimensions of the 
opening and the said flanges having transverse dimen 
sions greater than the corresponding dimensions of the 
opening whereby the said annular flexible member is 
movable relative to the opening, the tubular body por 
tion of the flexible member having an internal flexible 
rib closely embracing the spout with sufficient intensity 
whereby movement of the spout flexes said rib to move 
in a direction opposite the direction of movement of 
the spout so as to clean the same regardless of the di 
rection of movement thereof and means including a 
closure cap for removably closing the spout and the 
opening in the container when the spout is retracted. 

6. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 5, in which the spout is an elongated flexible 
hose. 

7. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the apertured means mounting the 
Spout includes a flexible diaphragm having a normally 
closed slit therein and a central opening, said diaphragm 
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closely embracing the spout so as to flex upon move 
ment of the spout in opposite directions, said slit open 
ing responsive to excessive pressure, said container having 
an opening therein and means removably securing the 
diaphragm to the opening including cap means operable 
to close the end of the spout when the latter is retracted 
within the container. 

8. A dispensing container for liquids as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the container has an opening therein 
bounded by an outwardly extending externally threaded 
annular portion, the apertured means mounting the spout 
including the automatically operable valve means and 
comprising a substantially rigid annular element over 
lying the opening, a cap having an upper externally 
threaded neck portion, an intermediate body portion of 
greater transverse dimensions than the neck portion and 
a lower internally threaded portion cooperable with the 
threads on the annular portion for holding the annular 
element in place, said spout constituting an elongated 
flexible hose of a diameter to loosely fit through the 
neck portion and which diameter is substantially less than 
the diameter of the opening in the annular element, said 
hose having an annular gasket at the outer end thereof 
that seats on the upper end of the neck portion, a re 
movable dust cap having internal threads cooperable 
with the threads on the neck portion for closing the 
same and holding the gasket and the hose in place, and 
resilient gasket means comprising a tubular body and 
axially spaced external flexible flanges loosely mounted 
within the opening in the said annular element, said 
flanges having transverse dimensions such as to overlie 
the respective upper and lower surfaces of the annular 
element outwardly of the opening therein and said tubular 
body having an internal flexible rib closely embracing 
said hose whereby movement of the hose in opposite 
directions flexes said rib so that it cleans the hose, said 
tubular body moving with the hose to apply a flange 
thereof against the surface of the annular element de 
pending on the direction of movement of the hose, said 
flexible rib being of sufficient flexibility to constitute an 
eXcess pressure release valve during pumping, said in 
termediate body portion of the first mentioned cap hav 
ing vent openings therein and the fiange on the tubular 
body portion overlying the upper surface of the an 
nular element having sufficient flexibility to yield re 
sponsive to excess pressure existing within the container 
to permit venting thereof through the opening in the 
annular element and through said vent openings when 
the hose is fully retracted and the dust cap applied so 
as to prevent the build-up of undesirable excess pressure 
within the container. 

9. In a dispensing container for liquids having an 
opening therein and a metallic bottom, an elongated 
flexible discharge hose, means mounting the hose for 
movement into and out of the container for storage and 
clispensing respectively, said hose having a length sub 
Stantially in excess of the vertical dimensions of the 
container and means carried by the end of the hose that 
is within the container to normally maintain said end 
at least adjacent the bottom while permitting lateral 
Jimovement of the hose relative to the bottom. 

10. in a dispensing container for liquids having an 
opening therein and a metallic bottom, an elongated 
flexible discharge hose, means mounting the hose for 
movement into and out of the container for storage and 
dispensing respectively, said hose having a length sub 
stantially in excess of the vertical dimensions of the 
container and magnetic means carried by the end of the 
hose that is within the container to normally maintain 
said end at least adjacent the bottom while permitting 
lateral movement of the hose relative to the bottom. 

11. Means for mounting an elongated flexible hose 
in an opening in a container so as to permit withdrawal 
of the hose for dispensing purposes and reinsertion of the 
hose for Storage, said means including an annular flexible 
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member within the opening, said member including a 
tubular body portion and spaced upper and lower flanges, 
said body portion having an external diameter less than 
the transverse dimensions of the opening and the said 
flanges having transverse dimensions greater than the 
corresponding dimensions of the opening whereby the 
said annular flexible member is movable relative to the 
opening, and the tubular body portion of the flexible 
member having an internal flexible rib closely embrac 
ing the spout with sufficient intensity whereby move 
ment of the spout flexes said rib to move in a direction 
opposite the direction of movement of the spout so as 
to clean the same regardless of the direction of movement 
thereof. 

12. Means for mounting an elongated flexible hose 
in an externally threaded neck on a container so as to 
permit extraction of the hose for dispensing purposes 
and reinsertion of the hose for storage including a sub 
stantially rigid annular element overlying the neck, a 
cap having an upper externally threaded neck portion 
and intermediate body portion of greater transverse di 
mensions than the neck portion and a lower internally 
threaded portion cooperable with the threads on the 
neck for holding the annular element in place, said hose 
being of a diameter to loosely fit through the neck por 
tion and which diameter is substantially less than the 
diameter of the opening in the annular element, said 
hose having an annular gasket at the outer end thereof 
that seats on the upper end of the neck, a removable 
dust cap having internal threads cooperable with the 
threads on the neck portion for closing the same and 
holding the gasket and the hose in place, and resilient 
gasket means comprising a tubular body and spaced 
external flexible flanges loosely mounted within the open 
ing in the said annular element, said flanges having 
transverse dimensions such as to overlie the respective 
upper and lower surfaces of the annular element out 
wardly of the opening therein and said tubular body 
having an internal flexible rib closely embracing said 
hose whereby movement of the hose in opposite direc 
tions flexes said rib so that it cleans the hose, said 
tubular body moving with the hose to apply a flange 
thereof against the surface of the annular element de 
pending on the direction of movement of the hose, said 
flexible rib being of sufficient flexibility to constitute 
an excess pressure release valve, said enlarged body por 
tion of the first mentioned cap having vent openings 
therein and the flange on the tubular body portion over 
lying the upper surface of the annular element having 
Sufficient flexibility to yield responsive to excess pres 
sure existing within the container to permit venting there 
of through the opening in the annular element and through 
said vent openings when the hose is fully inserted and 
the dust cap applied so as to prevent the build-up of 
undesirable excess pressure within the container. 

13. In a dispensing container for liquids of the type 
having an opening therein, an annular flexible member 
removably mounted relative to said opening, said mern 
ber including an inner edge, an elongated flexible hose 
closely embraced by said inner edge whereby the hose 
can be withdrawn relative to the container for dispens 
ing and reinserted therewithin for storage with the inner 
edge cleaning the hose as it is moved and said flexible 
member further incorporating automatically operable 
valve means to release excess pressure from within the 
container when the hose is stored or withdrawn. 

14. In a dispensing container as claimed in claim 13, 
and in which the annular flexible member is an aper 
tured diaphragm having a normally closed slit therein 
constituting the valve means. 

15. In a dispensing container as claimed in claim 13, 
in which the annular flexible member includes a tubular 
body portion and spaced upper and lower flexible flanges, 
said body portion having an external diameter less than 
the transverse dimensions of the opening and the flanges 



2,728,056 

having transverse dimensions greater than the correspond 
ing dimensions of the opening, said tubular body portion 
having an internal flexible rib constituting the inner edge 
closely embracing the hose whereby the flexible member 
is movable relative to the opening in response to the 
movement of the hose so as to apply one or the other 
of said flanges on and over the opening depending upon 
the direction of movement of the hose, said upper flex 
ible flange being movable responsive to pressure and 
constituting an automatically operable valve means to 
relieve excess pressure when the hose is stored and the 
said rib yielding responsive to pressure and constituting 
an automatically operable valve means to release excess 
pressure when the hose is withdrawn. - 

16. An attachment for a dispensing container and 
which container is of the type from which liquid is dis 
charged under pressure through a discharge opening, 
said attachment comprising a tubular member incorpo 
rating means for removably attaching the same to the 
discharge opening in the container, said tubular member 
having vent openings therein, an elongated flexible dis 
pensing tube, apertured and flexible means yieldingly 
and frictionally engaging the dispensing tube and remov 
ably supported relative to the opening in the container 
by said tubular member so as to permit extension and 
retraction of the discharge tube relative to the container, 
and said apertured and flexible means including pressure 
relief valve means automatically operable to relieve pres 
sure from within the container through said vent openings 
in the tubular member. 

17. An attachment for a dispensing container as 
claimed in claim 16, in which the tubular member in 
cludes an upper externally threaded portion having a 
rim, a cap for closing said portion, and washer means 
carried by the end of the flexible discharge tube and 
having transverse dimensions such as to permit the seat 
ing thereof on the said rim, and a removable closure 
cap having internal threads cooperable with the threads 
on the upper portion for clamping the washer to the rim 
when the flexible discharge tube is retracted within the 
container. 
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18. An attachment for a dispensing container as 

claimed in claim 16, in which the apertured end flexible 
means constitutes a centrally apertured diaphragm closely 
embracing the tube and said diaphragm having a nor 
mally closed slit therein constituting the pressure relief 
valve means. 

19. An attachment for a dispensing container as 
claimed in claim 16, in which the apertured and flexible 
means includes a rigid member having an aperture 
therein adapted to be supported on the discharge open 
ing, a flexible member including a tubular body portion 
and spaced upper and lower flexible flanges, said body 
portion having an external diameter less than the trans 
verse dimensions of the aperture in the rigid member 
and the flanges having transverse dimensions greater 
than the corresponding dimensions of the aperture, said 
tubular body portion having an internal flexible rib yield. 
ingly and frictionally engaging the discharge tube 
whereby the flexible body portion is movable relative to 
the aperture in the rigid member in response to axial 
movement of the flexible discharge tube in either direc 
tion so as to apply one or the other of said flanges on 
and over the opening, depending upon the direction of 
movement of said discharge tube, said internal rib clean 
ing the discharge tube as it is moved, and the pressure 
relief valve means constituting a first valve means com 
prising said upper flexible flange that is movable respon 
sive to pressure to automatically relieve excess pressure 
from within the container when the discharge tube is 
retracted and a second relief valve means comprising 
said rib which is yieldable responsive to pressure to 
release excess pressure from the container when the flex 
ible discharge tube is extended. 
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