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ABSTRACT: A drum practice pad having a solid base portion 
of relatively hard material into which a circular pad of soft 
gum rubber is recessed to a depth approximately equal to one 
half of the thickness of said rubber, said base portion being of 
a diameter to permit it to fit on a head of a drum inside the rim 
thereof but without touching the rim, thereby to permit said 
base to be supported on the head of the drum or indepen 
dently on a drum stand or other support. A drummer may 
practice with drumsticks on that side of the base portion into 
which said rubber pad is recessed or with drum brushes on the 
opposite side. 
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DRUM PRACTICE PAED 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to drum practice pads which may be 
positioned either directly on the head of the drum or indepen 
dently upon a drum stand or other support. 
A problem which has confronted both drum instructors and 

students alike has been that of providing means to reduce the 
noise level of a practicing student so as not to disturb those in 
the vicinity while he is improving his skills. 
As such, a number of drum practice pads have been 

developed, but none has been particularly satisfactory. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTON 

The drum practice pad of the present invention is capable of 
being supported either directly on the drumhead or indepen 
dently on a drum stand or other support. it comprises a base 
portion of relatively hard material substantially in the form of 
a flat circular cylinder having playing surfaces normal to its 
axis. The diameter of the base portion is substantially equal to 
the inner diameter of the drumhead on which the practice pad 
may be supported, thereby to permit the pad to be seated on 
the drumhead inside the rim thereof without touching the rim. 
A circular pad of relatively soft resilient material such as 

pure gum rubber and of a diameter less than the diameter of 
the base portion is recessed into one of the playing surfaces 
thereof to a depth approximately equal to one-half of the 
thickness of the rubber pad. The resulting structure permits a 
drummer to practice with drumsticks on that side of the drum 
practice pad into which the soft resilient pad is recessed, or he 
need only turn the pad over to be able to practice with drum 
brushes on the opposite side. 
The drum practice pad of the present invention is superior 

in sensitivity, endurance, and in its ability to help every 
drummer. It has the natural feel of the drum, providing the 
drummer with neither an overreaction nor an underreaction 
from the natural feel. Since it is approximately the size of the 
drum itself, it gives the student the ability to practice natural 
presswork. It permits the student to practice with either drum 
sticks or brushes. 
The pad permits use either directly upon the head of the 

drum or independently upon a regular drum stand and will fit 
all regular snare stands. It remains firm even on glass surfaces. 
Furthermore, it eliminates the difficulty of having to carry 
complicated stands around and to make numerous adjust 
ments. 

Since the base portion is slightly smaller than the inner 
diameter of the drumhead, clearing the rim thereof, it will per 
mit the natural sound of the drum to come through in practice, 
whether the pad is used on a snare drum or on a tom-tom, and 
irrespective of whether the student is practicing with drum 
sticks on the rubber side or on the opposite side with brushes. 
The fact that the soft rubber pad is inset or recessed into the 

base portion provides better tone. Since approximately one 
half of the thickness of the rubber pad extends above the sur 
face of the base portion, the pad of the present invention also 
permits the drummer to achieve the same "feel' as he would if 
he were practicing a rim shot on a regular snare drum. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a drum practice pad made in 
accordance with the present invention positioned on the head 
of a snare drum. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view on line 2-2 of FIG. showing use 
of the pad with drumsticks on the rubber side thereof. 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 showing use of the pad with 
drum brushes on the opposite side thereof. 

FIG. 4 is a view of the pad supported independently on a 
drum stand. 
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2 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERREDEMBODIMENT 
Referring to the drawings, the drum practice pad 10 of the 

present invention is illustrated in connection with a standard 
14-inch snare drum 1, although the pad can be made to fit 
any size drum including tom-toms and base drums from 18 
inches through 22 inches in size. 
As such, the pad 10 includes a solid base portion 12 

preferably made of five-layer cross grain plywood of the 
highest quality. The base portion 12 is substantially in the 
form of a flat circular cylinder having upper and lower sur 
faces normal to its axis. For the 14-inch snare drum illustrated, 
the base portion 12 is preferably made 13% inches in diameter 
and three-fourths inch in thickness or height. A 13%-inch 
diameter is substantially equal to the inner diameter of the 
drumhead; that is, it is substantially equal to the diameter 
across the drumhead in between the rim 13 thereof. Thus the 
base portion 12 may be positioned on the drumhead 14 to be 
seated thereon inside the rim 13 thereof, but it is of such a size 
that it will not touch the rim. In the case of snare drums having 
a turned-in rim of standard 4-inch thickness, the pad 10 of the 
present invention will just fit inside the rim. Since the base 
portion 12 is thus slightly smaller than the inner diameter of 
the drumhead, it permits the natural sound of the drum to 
come through in practice. 
As shown, the %-inch thickness or height of the base por 

tion 12 is only a small fraction of its diameter. Making the base 
portion '% inch thick for a 13%-inch diameter provides an op 
timum proportion for the pad 10. If the base portion were 
thicker than this, it would lose too much of the sound; if it 
were appreciably thinner, it would lose the solid feel. 
The base portion 12 when made of plywood may be finished 

in a wood finish, as by being stained, varnished, enameled or 
painted, or it may be provided with a plastic-coated finish. If 
desired, the base portion 12 may be constructed from plastic 
material, such as an A-B-S plastic, or from an acrylic or resin 
type of plastic, in which case the base portion 12 is made ac 
cording to the same size specifications as in the case of a 
plywood base with the exception that the finish is, of course, 
compatible with the type of plastic used for its construction, 
A circular pad 15 of relatively soft resilient material, 

preferably pure gum rubber, is inset or recessed into one of 
the playing surfaces 16 of the base portion 12 to a depth ap 
proximately equal to one-half the thickness of the pad 15. The 
pad 15 is centered in the base portion 12 to a depth approxi 
mately equal to one-half the thickness of the pad 15. The pad 
5 is centered in the base portion 12 and is cemented thereto. 

In the case of a base portion of 13%-inch diameter suitable for 
use with a 14-inch diameter drum, the rubber pad 15 is 
preferably made 12 inches in diameter and 4 inch thick and is 
inset or recessed into the surface 16 of the base portion 12 to a 
depth of one-eighth inch. Thus, the diameter of the rubber pad 
15 is less than the diameter of the base portion 12, and its 
thickness is substantially less than the thickness or height of 
the base portion. Recessing the rubber pad 15 into the base 
portion 12 provides a better tone, yet permits enough of the 
thickness thereof to extend above the surface 16 to permit the 
drummer to obtain the same "feel' as he would if he were 
practicing on a regular snare drum. 

In use, the pad 10 is placed directly on the drum 11 or it can 
be used independently by being placed directly on the snare 
drum stand 17 or on any flat surface. It is struck with the 
drumsticks on the rubber side and with drum brushes on the 
opposite side. 
When the pad 10 is being used on the drumhead 14, with 

the rubber side up, the snare should be loosened slightly more 
than in usual playing. This will permit the pad 10 to permit 
some of the natural sound of the snare drum to come through. 
For practicing with brushes, the pad 10 need only be turned 
over and placed on the head of the drum with the rubber side 
down. Since the base portion 12 does not touch the rim 13, the 
drummer can actually hear his brushwork through the drum. 

I claim: 
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1. A drum practice pad capable of being supported on the 
head of a drum or independently on a drum stand or other 
support, comprising: 

a solid base portion substantially in the form of a flat circu 
lar cylinder and made of relatively hard material, 
the diameter of said base portion being substantially 

equal to the inner diameter of said drumhead to permit 
said base portion to be seated on said drumhead inside 
the rim thereof without touching said rim, 

the height of said base portion being a small fraction of its 
diameter, 

the upper and lower surfaces of said base portion being 
normal to its axis and defining playing surfaces for 
practicing a drum type of musical instrument, and 
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4. 
a circular pad of relatively soft resilient material, 

said soft resilient pad being of a diameter less than said 
diameter of said base portion, 

said soft resilient pad being of a uniform thickness sub 
stantially less than said height of said base portion, 

said soft resilient pad being recessed into one of said play 
ing surfaces of said base portion to a depth approxi 
mately equal to one-half of the thickness of said soft 
resilient pad, 

whereby a drummer may practice with drumsticks on that 
side of said drum practice pad into which said soft 
resilient pad is recessed or by turning said practice pad 
over, with drum brushes on the opposite side. 


