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To alt whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK ROE BATCH 

ELDER, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Worcester, in the county of Worcester, 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Car 
tridge Belts or Carriers, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawings. 
My present invention relating to cartridge 

belts or carriers consists in means for pre 
venting the points of the bullets of the cal'- 
tridges which are placed in a cartridge 
pocket from resting upon the bottom of 
Such pocket. The general purpose in view 
is to prevent wear and injury of the said 
bottom by the said points. When cartridges 
with sharp-pointed bullets are carried in 
cartridge-pockets of soft and flexible mate 
rial, for instance web or fabric as in the case 
of the woven cartridge belts or carriers 
which are in extensive use at this time, their 
points, if allowed to rest upon the bottoms 
of the pockets, may be expected to work 
their way through so as to protrude, and 
eventually will wear out the said bottoms. 

For the purpose of rendering the bottom 
of a cartridge-pocket more enduring, vari 
ous expedients have been proposed. The 
use of metallic reinforcement with which the 
points of the bullets are permitted to make 
contact is undesirable, owing to the likeli 
hood of dulling the said points, and the re 
inforcements heretofore proposed mostly in 
crease the weight of a belt or carrier more 
or less, and all thereof, except that produced 
in the weaving, are liable to render it clumsy 
in fact or in appearance, or both. 
The principle involved in the present in 

vention is that of supporting the cartridges 
in the pockets of a belt or carrier, not at 
the point of the bullet, but by suspension by 
means of one or more rests or supports op 
erating, without contact with the said point 
itself, to arrest the descent of the cartridge 
or cartridges before the arrival of the point 
?? 

that the sharp point of a bullet shall never 
rest upon the latter. The rests or supports 
which are provided in carrying the inven 
tion into effect may be variously formed, 
constructed, and applied, so long as the same 
shall act by engagement with a cartridge or 

points thereof at the pocket-bottom, so 

clip, and without engagement with the ac 
tual point of a bulet. 
The nature of the invention is clearly 

illustrated by the drawings, in which lat 
ter 

Figure 1 is an isometric view of a portion 
of a cartridge belt or carrier, with the in 
vention applied in connection with a pocket 
for l'eceiving cartridges aggrouped in clips. 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view thereof. Fig. 3 is 
a view in vertical cross-section iun the plane 
of line 3, 3, of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a view simi 
lar to. Fig. 1, but showing the pocket occu 
pied by two series of cartridges in clips, and 
with a portion of the front wall broken away 
to show the engagement of a cartridge with 
one of the brackets. Fig. 5 is a view similar 
to Fig. 3, but showing the cartridges and 
clips of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a view in hori 
zontal cross-section in the plane indicated by 
the dotted line 6.6, in Fig. 5. Fig. 7 shows 
one of the clip-engaging pins of Figs. 1 to 5, 
detached, in side elevation. Fig. 8 shows the 
said pin in front elevation. Fig. 9 shows in 
plan. One of the curved supports for engage 
ment with a cartridge-shoulder. Fig. 10 is 
an elevation of the concave face of the said 
curved support. 

In the drawings.--the body or main web 
of a cartridge belt or carrier is marked 1. 
The rear wall of a pocket is shown at 2, 

and 3 is the front wall thereof. 
At 4 is a transverse partition dividing the 

pocket into two compartments, as in some 
instances heretofore. The end-walls of the 
respective compartments are marked 5, 5, 
and 6, 6, respectively. 
So far as already mentioned, the features 

are or may be as heretofore. 
The specific embodiment of the present in 

vention which is shown in the drawings 
comprises the devices 7, 7, etc., which are 
shown applied to the end-walls 5, 5, and 
6, 6, at intermediate points in the height of 
Such end-walls, and the devices 8, 8, etc., 
which are shown applied to the walls 2 and 
3 at the top of the latter. For convenience 
of designation in the course of this descrip 
tion and in certain of the claims I shall use 
the term “brackets’ in referring to the said 
devices, 7, etc., and the terms “ spurs’ and 
“pins’ in referring to the devices 8, 8, etc. 
The said brackets are contrived and ar 
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langed for engagement with the sides of 
cartridges, and the Said Spurs ol' pins are con 
structed and disposed to engage with the 
clips 9, 9. 
The brackets 7, 7, etc., are shown located 

within the respective compartments of the 
cartridge - pocket, and Supported in place 
upon the opposite end-Walls of the said 
compartments by riveting, as at , , etc. 
The means and nanner of attachment Inay 
be varied as found most expedient in prac 
tice. Each blacket is shown as having its 
inner side made concave transversely, to re 
ceive a portion of the exterior of a cartridge, 
and as having the other side thereof, i. e., 
the side which makes contact with the end 
wall to which it is attached, made of a con 
vex form transversely, to enable the said 
end-Wall to bend around the exterior of the 
bracket without the formation of a bulge or 
a sharp angle in such end-Wall. 
The position of a bracket 7 upon the end 

wall to which it is attached is such that a 
cartridge will take bearing against the same, 
in being inserted into the pocket, before the 
point of the bullet reaches the bottom of the 
pocket. This is shown most clearly in Figs. 
4 and 5, in which the shoulder at 10 of one 
of the cartridges 10, 10, etc., l'ests in con 
tact with the bracket. In Figs. 4 and 6, the 
first cartridge of the Series or group occupy 
ing either compartment engages with the 
bracket upon the corresponding end-Wall of 
such compartment; the last cartridge there 
of engages with the bracket upon the oppo 
site end-wall of the latter. 
The brackets may be of any suitable ma 

terial, as metal, papier-mâché, leather, Web, 
etc., and the means and manner of their at 
tachment or connection to the belt or carrier, 
as well as their shape or form, may vary as 
preferred. They are shown attached to the 
end-walls of the pocket-compartments, for 
engagement with the first and last cartridges 
of the series or group held by a clip, but I 
do not limit myself to this place of applica 
tion, or with respect to engagement with the 
particular cartridges named. Each bracket 
is shown constructed for engagement with 
only a single cartridge, but it may be made 
double or triple, etc., to engage with a corre 
sponding plurality of cartridges, one in 
stance of which is when two or three clips 
and their cartridges are inserted into a sin 
gle compartment, in which case the bracket 
may be constructed and applied to engage 
With a cartridge pertaining to each clip. 
The spurs or pins 8, 8, etc., are shown riv 

eted, as at 8, 8, etc., to the inner surfaces of 
the front and rear walls 3 and 2 of the 
pocket, with their acting ends rising above 
the upper edges of the said walls. The act 
ing ends of the spur's or pins which are at 
tached to the front wall are bent or inclined 
slightly toward the rear, and those of the 
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spurs or studs which are attached to the rear 
wall are projected slightly forward. The 
Said spurs or pins are located properly upon 
the said walls to correspond with the posi 
tions of certain of the intervals between ad 
jacent cartridges of a clip, and when a Series 
of cartridges is inserted into a pocket-com 
partment and pushed home into the same the 
acting ends of the corresponding spurs or 
pins occupy such intervals. The projection 
of the said acting ends is properly propor 
tioned to permit the lips or flanges 9, 9, of 
the respective clips to pass down outside 
such ends, whereby the latter are confined in 
the intervals occupied by them. The clip in 
its descent is arrested by the spur's or pins 
before the points of the bullets reach the 
bottom of the pocket. 
The number of spurs or pins applied to 

each wall of a pocket, and the disposition 
and arrangement of the same upon the 
pocket-walls, may be varied in practice, and 
when the cartridge pocket is a divided one, 
and intended to carry two clips of car 
tridges, as in the dra Wings, the spurs ol' pins 
are arranged to support the respective clips 
independently of each other, as shown. In 
the present embodiment of the invention 
brackets and spurs or studs are both em 
ployed, but while I contemplate using them 
in some instances in combination, as shown, 
I may in others employ either kind of de 
vices separately, 
My invention is of very great value in 

holding the cartridges in a state of Suspen 
sion, particularly in those cases in which it 
is desired to have the cartridges fit some 
what loosely in the pocket, and in the case 
of a pocket unprovided with a partition or 
division but receiving two or more clips. A 
portion of the flap which is employed in 
connection with the cartridge-pocket is 
show at 12. 
I claim as my invention:- 
1. In a cartridge containing belt or car 

rier, a cartridge-pocket provided with de 
vices adapted to engage with a clip and with 
a cartridge held thereby and hold them sus 
pended within said pocket to thereby limit 
the entrance of the cartridge lengthwise into 
the pocket, and thus keep the point of the 
bullet free from pressure against the lower 
portion of the pocket. 

2. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the com 
bination with a cartridge pocket, of a stop 
adapted to engage with a cartridge clip and 
thereby limit the extent of the passage 
lengthwise into such pocket of the cartridges 
which are held thereby. 

3. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the com 
bination with a cartridge pocket of substan 
tially standard dimensions, to receive and 
house a group of cartridges, of a support 
adapted to engage with a cartridge-clip and 
thereby arrest the inward movement into 
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such pocket of the cartridges which are held 
by such clip, preventing pressure of the 
points of the bullets against the bottom of 
the pocket. 

4. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the colm 
bination with a cartridge pocket, of a rest or 
support projecting into the upper portion of 
the interior thereof whereby the lengthwise 
inward movement of a cartridge into the 
pocket is definitely limited and the point of 
the bullet kept free from contact. 

5. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the colm 
bination with a pocket having depth sub 
stantially equal to the length of the car 
tridge to be housed and adapted to receive 
a group of cartridges held by a clip, of stops 
projecting inwardly from a wall of said 
pocket and spaced so as to occupy the inter 
vals between cartridges and engage the clip, 
so as to limit the entrance of the cartridges 
into the pocket and hold their lower ends out 
of wearing contact with the bottom wall of 
said pocket. 

6. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the com 
bination with a cartridge pocket adapted to 
receive a group of cartridges held by a clip, 
of a plurality of stops adapted to occupy in 
tervals at different points between cartridges 
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and engage with such clip to limit the extent 
of the entrance of the cartridges into the 
pocket and prevent wearing contact with the 
bottom of said pocket. 

7. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the com 
bination with a pocket adapted to receive a 
plurality of series of cartridges held by 
clips, of means for supporting such Series 
independently, definitely limiting the extent 
of entrance of the cartridges into the pocket 
and holding the bullet noses out of wearing 
contact with the bottom of the pocket. 

8. In a cartridge belt or carrier, the com 
bination with a pocket adapted to receive 
cartridges held by clips, of means for inde 
pendently supporting a plurality of clips, 
thereby definitely limiting the extent of en 
trance of the respective series of cartridges 
into the pocket and holding the bullet noses 
out of wearing contact with the bottom of 
the pocket. 

In testimony whereof I aflix any signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ERANKROE BATCHELDER. 
Witnesses: 

ANNA MI. BROBERG, 
FLORENCE L. GREEN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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