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To all whom it may concerwnes

Beit known that I, WirLiam TONK, of New
York, in the State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Piano-Stool Seats, of which the following
is a specification. '

My invention relatés to certain improve-
mentsin the construction of piano stool seats;
and has for its object to cheapen the cost of
construction, :

Piano stool seats are construeted of light
frames in various kinds of wood which are
variously finished and the finish is sometimes
such as to present imitations of the natural
grain of different kinds of wood. Theseskele-
ton frames are upholstered in a variety of
material, such as plush, silk, mohair plush, &e.
Incovering the seat it is desirable to have the

- entire surface or top of the seat in a single
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piece of cloth, and it occurs constantly in the
covering of these piano stool seats that the
clothmust be cut so asto produce pieces which
are too small to be utilized as top covers, and
many attempts have been made to utilize
these pieces for covering some portion of the
seat.

The objeet of my invention is to provide
means whereby these small pieces can be util-
ized without marring the appearance or im-
pairing the wearing qualities or actual value
of the seat,

In carrying out my invention, I preferably
construct the side rails of the frame, which
are to be covered with the cloth, with an
external groove. The cloth cover is then
stretched tightly over the frame which is sup-
plied with the usual mat or pad of excelsior,
tow, hair, or other suitable filling material,
and the margins of the cloth are drawn down
and tacked along the upper corners of the
frame, preferably extending down into the
groove before mentioned. Narrow strips or
pieces of the same or of a different kind of
cloth are trimmed to the required form and
laid with their margins wrong side out upon
the previously secured margins of the top
piece of cloth. Then a suitable former, which
may consist of a strip of eard-board, wood,
leather, or other suitable material having the
approximate shape and size of the groove, is
laid with its upper edge upon the overlapped
margins of the cloth pieces and tacked. The

strip of cloth which is to form the side cover-
ing is then drawn over the upper edge of this
filling or form piece and after being tightly
stretched is tacked to the bottom piece of the
frame. The filling or form piece not only
holds -this small covering piece  in proper
shape by filling out the groove and leaving
the exterior without wrinkles or ereases, but

‘it defines the line of fold of the side covering

piece and enables the making of straight or
curved folds as desired, and which will be uni-
form from end to end and will prevent the

cloth from puckering or drawing down into’

wrinkles or creases when stretched previous
to having its lower margin tacked.

By means of this invention I am therefore
enabled to utilize pieces of material which are
often of the finest kinds and which would
otherwise be wasted, without impairing the
looks or diminishing the value of the seat.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of a piano stool seat com-
plete. Kig. 2 is a transverse sectional eleva-
tion thereof. Fig. 2*is asectional detail view
of the former, and cover pieces and part of
the frame. i ]

In carrying out my invention, I usually
employ as a base for the cushion a solid board
A which has secured therewith the marginal
frame pieces B which serve to confine the fill-
ing material, such as excelsior, tow and the
like. As shown in the drawings this seat-
base A is provided with cleats H which are
adapted to fit within an open frame C having
at itscorners semi-eylindrical corner pieces I,
the -base A being secured to this frame by
means of the lag serews J. A

As shown in Fig. 2, the outer sides of the
frame pieces are recessed as at b. After the
filling material is put in place and properly
shaped, the cover which is of plush, silk, or
other suitable fabric, is drawn tightly over
the filling and its margins tacked to the frame
pieces B, being preferably drawn down into
the grooves or recesses b. I then secure the
strips D and a filling piece or former E by

‘tacks F' driven through the margins of the

strips and the upper edge of the former and
preferably through the already secured mar-
gins of the cover. The strips D are applied

as seen in Figs. 2 and 22, being laid upon the
margins of the cover wrong side out and pro-

60

65

70

75

8o

85

[¢]e]

95

j fele]




I0

15

2C

25

(a5

jecting up or folded back upon the cover.
The former E may be cut into proper shape
from paste-board, light thin wood or other ma-
terial or substance having sufficient strength
to form a straight edge over which the strips
D can be folded smoothly. It islaid over one
thickness of the strip D and its upper edge is
included by the fold of the latter. The shape
of one of these formers is indicated by the
dotted line in Fig. 1. After the strips are se-
cured along one edge they are folded down
over the upper edge of the former, the latfer
giving the proper line of fold, the strips be-
ing drawn down tightly, then tacked along the
edges of the base A and the gimp G is applied
as a finish and to cover up the edge of the
strips. By this means it will be seen that
small strips of material which would other-
wise be useless for thie covering of piano steol
seats can be employed without impairing the
appearance or durability of the seat, The

raw edgesof the cover and of thestripsare con-
cealed and the fold along the upper edges of
the strips will be made to follow the upper
edge of the former thus making a smooth, reg-
ular seam or fold.

The former may be used with advantage in
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applying covers all in one pieee as it will as-
sist to define the line of fold. The grooves in
the side pieces of the frame are not essential.

I claim—

1. The combination with a piano stool seat
and suitable filling material, of a cover for
the top thereof in one piece and a former hav-
ing its upper edge curved and secured upon
the sidepieces of the frame, the side coverings
being composed of separate pieces from the
top and- folded over the upper edge of the
former and secured at their lower margins,
substantially as deseribed.

2. In combination with a piano stool seat
frame and suitable filling material therefor, of
atop coverinone pieceandaformercurvedon
its upperedge and secured upon theside pieces
of the frame, the side coverings being folded
over said former and secured therewith by a
fastening passing through both the former
and the side pieces and the lower margins of
the side coverings being secured, substan-
tially as described.

WILLIAM TONK.

Witnesses:

PHILIP WENDLAND,
EvGexN A. FLAMMESS.
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