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The present invention relates to swimming pools, par--

ticularly of the home type, and is concerned primarily
with a pool covering element that is adapted to function as
a shade or awning.

At the present time, the use of swimming pools in con-
junction with the average home is becoming more and
more widespread. It may be stated as a general rule
that such swimming pools are ordinarily of comparatively
small extent as compared to public swimming pools.

When a home has a swimming pool as an adjunct there-
to, there are many occasions when it is not in use and
it is desirable that it be covered. The covering of the
swimming pool will eliminate the hazard for children
who might accidentally fall into the same, and will also
prevent rain water, leaves, dirt, and other foreign mat-
ter from getting into the pool. On the other hand, when
the pool is in use, it is desirable that a shade or awning
be located conveniently close thereto for the convenience
of the bathers.

With the foregoing conditions in mind, the present in-
vention has in view as its foremost objective the provision
of a cover for a swimming pool that is also adapted to be
supported in an upraised position at a side of the pool, in
which position it functions as a shade or awning.

More in detail, the invention has as an object the pro-
vision of a cover element of the character aforesaid which
has pivotally connected thereto a pair of supporting mem-
bers the lower ends of which are pivotally connected at a
side of the pool so that the cover may be swung down
into position covering the open top of the pool or may be
swung upwardly to one side and supported in an upraised
position by the pivotal members.

Another object in view is to provide a cover for a
swimming pool which cover includes a framework hav-
ing parallel longitudinal members and paralle!l transverse
members, Extending substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal members is one or more supporting struts. Sup-
porting members which have their lower ends pivotally
mounted on a side of the pool have their upper ends con-
nected to the supporting strut or struts by swivel con-
nections. The framework is covered by an appropriate
fabric or plastic which may find additional support from
cross ribs which extend between the sides of the frame.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a cover
for a swimming pool of the character aforesaid in which
auxiliary supports are connected at their upper ends to
a side of the cover frame by swivel connections and the
lower ends of which are received in sockets that are pro-
vided in the structure or foundation surrounding the pool.

In order to provide the safety factor to the highest
degree possible and prevent children from obtaining access
to the pool when such is not desired, locks may be pro-
vided at both sides for securely locking the cover in
closed position.

Various other more detailed objects and advantages
of the invention, such as arise in connection with carrying
out the above noted ideas in a practical embodiment, will
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in part become apparent and in part be hereinafter stated
as the description of the invention proceeds.

The invention therefore comprises a cover for a swim-
ming pool that includes supporting structure whereby the
cover may be either positioned in closing position over the
top of the pool or in an erected position at one side where
it constitutes a shade or awning.

For a full and more complete understanding of the in-
vention, reference may be had to the following description
and accompanying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a swimming pool
for which a cover is provided in accordance with the
precepts of this invention and with the cover shown in
erected position at one side of the pool;

Figure 2 is a transverse vertical section taken about
on the plane represented by the line 2—2 of Figure 1
and depicting in phantom outline an intermediate posi-
tion of the cover as it is being swung down into pool-
closing position;

Figure 3 is another perspective illustrating the cover
in position closing off the open top of the pool; and

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical section taken about
on the plane represented by the line 4—4 of Figure 3.

Referring now to the drawing, wherein like reference
characters denote corresponding parts, and first more
particularly to Figures 1 and 2, a base or foundation in
which a swimming pool is formed is identified by the ref-
erence character 10. It will be understood that this base
may be concrete or simply soil that may. be covered with
an appropriate upper surface such as brick or tile. The
swimming pool is referred to in its entirety by the refer-
ence character P and comprises end walls 11 and 12, side
walls 13 and 14, and a bottom 15. This rectangular
formation of the pool P is the shape which is most widely
used in home swimming pools.

The top edges of the side walls 13 and 14 are provided
with hasps 15 and 16 for a purpose to be later described.
Extending inwardly from the exposed or inner face of the
side wall 14 and adjacent to the upper edge thereof are
two pairs of spaced ears designated 17 and 18, respective-
ly. The ears 17 are spaced a slight distance from the end
wall 12; while the ears 18 are spaced a slight distance from
the end wall 11,

A cover is referred to in its entirety by the reference
character C. The cover C comprises a rectangular frame-
work having a shape similar to that of the pool P but
being somewhat larger than the internal dimensions there-
of so that the cover C, when in closed or pool-covering
position, will have its marginal edges supported by the
foundation 10 about the pool. This framework is. pref-
erably made of metallic tubing and comprises end pieces
19 and 20, side pieces 21 and 22, a supporting strut 23,
and crossed ribs 24 that are slightly arched or bowed. It
will be noted that the supporting strut 23 is also bowed
at cach and adjacent to its joinder to the end pieces 19
and 20 and the side pieces 21 and 22 by the thread or
cord depicted at 27 which passes about the side or end
pieces and through openings in the canopy much in the
manner of stitching. This canopy is supported in the
curved position illustrated by the ribs 24 and supporting
strut 23.

A pair of main supporting members are designated
29 and 30. The lower end of the member 29 is received
between the spaced ears 17 and a pivot pin passed through
aligned openings to establish a pivotal connection at this
point. The upper end of the member 29 carries a T
fitting 31 the cross-head of which is a tubular sleeve that
is swivelly mounted on the strut 23.

In a similar manner, the lower end of the member 30
is received between the ears 18 and a pivot pin passed
between the aligned openings to establish a pivotal con-
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nection at this point. The upper end of the support 30
carries a T fitting corresponding to the one shown at
31 which establishes a swivel connection with the strut 23.
" A pair of auxiliary supports arc designated 32 and
33. The upper end of the support 32 carries a T fitting
34 which presents a crosshead in the form of a sleeve
which receives the side piece 22 to establish a swivel con-
nection therewith. The upper end of the auxiliary sup-
port 33 carries a similar T fitting which also provides
a swivel connection with the side piece 22.

At appropriate points in the base of foundation 10
and located in proper relation with respect to the side
wall 14 of the pool P are sockets 35 and 36. The lower
ends of the auxiliary supports 32 and 33 are adapted to
be received in these sockets 35 and 36 when the cover
C is erected at one side of the pool in the manner shown
in Figure 1.

Carried by the side piece 27 is a hasp 37 which is adapted
to coincide with the hasp 15 on the side wall 13 when
the cover is in pool-closing position; and another hasp
38 is provided on the side piece 22 for cooperation with
the hasp 16. Padlocks, such as shown at 39 and 490 in
Figure 3, may be passed through each pair of hasps to
lock the cover in pool-closing position.

Operation

While the mode of operation and manner of using the
pool cover of this invention is believed to be obvious
from the illustration of the drawings and description of
parts given, they may be briefly outlined as follows.

When the cover C is in erected or elevaied position
at one side of the pool P in which it functions as an
awning or shade, the lower ends of the auxiliary supports
32 and 33 are received in the sockets 335 and 36, re-
spectively. In this position, the cover C provides a shaded
area at one side of the pool for the convenience of the
bathers.

During periods when the pool is not to be used and it
is desired to cover the same, the lower ends of the auxilia-
ry supports 32 and 33 arc first lifted out of the sockets
35 and 36 and the cover C then swung down into the
position of Figures 3 and 4 in the manner depicted in
phantom outline in Figure 2. This swinging movement
is accommodated by the pivotal connections of the lower
ends of the supports 29 and 30 to the side 14 of the
pool at 17 and 18 and by the swivel connections of the
upper ends of these supports 29 and 39 provided by the
T fittings 31.

When the cover C has reached pool-closing position
as depicted in Figure 3, the hasp 37 will be closely ad-
jacent to the hasp 15 and the hasp 38 closely adjacent to
the hasp 16. The padlocks 39 and 40 are then applied
to securely lock the cover in this position and prevent
children or unauthorized persons from obtaining access
to the pool.

It is evident that, with the cover C in the position
depicted in Figures 3 and 4, any possibility of children
accidentally falling into the pool is definitely precluded;
and an effective shield against rain water, dirt, leaves, or
other foreign matter entering the pool is provided.

When the pool is again to be used, the padlocks 39
and 40 are removed and the cover C can be swung into
the position of Figure 1 and the lower ends of the
auxiliary supports 32 and 33 again placed in the sockets
35 and 36. As is evident from the chair 50 in Figs. 1
and 3, furniture or other apparatus near the pool present
no obstacle to operation of the instant device.

In the form of the invention illustrated in the draw-
ing, the cover C is shown as a single unit covering
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the entire pool. It is evident, however, that the cover
may be provided in sections, with the two sections lo-
cated on opposite sides of the pool. Such an arrange-
ment would be particularly desirable in pools of larger
extent. In that case, each section of the cover could be
of exactly the same construction above described and
iltustrated in the drawing. and the operation would be
the same. Of course, the device could be constructed
in sections on the same side of the pool if desired.

While a preferred specific embodiment of the inven-
tion is hercinbefore set forth, it is to be clearly under-
stood that the invention is not to be limited to the
exact constructions, proportions, and devices illustrated
and described, because various modifications of these de-
tails may be provided in putting the invention into prac-
tice within the purview of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

I. In combination, a foundation formed with a
swimming pool including a side wall having a top edge, a
pair of elements of pivotal connections on said side wall
adjacent to said top edge and in spaced relation, a cover
for said pool comprising a framework including end
pieces, side pieces, and a supporting strut having its ends
secured to said end pieces and in parallel relation to said
side pieces, a pair of main supports having their upper
ends swivelly connected to said supporting strut and their
lower ends connected to said elements of pivotal connec-
tions, and a pair of auxiliary supports swivelly connected
at their ends to one of said side pieces and having lower
ends adapted for supporting engagement with said founda-
tion, the said foundation being provided with sockets for
receiving the lower ends of said auxiliary supports.

2. In combination, a swimming pool defined by a
cavity opening upward through a ground surface, a cover
extending generally horizontally across said swimming
pool and resting on said ground surface, an elongate sup-
port extending generally horizontally beneath said cover
having one end pivoted to one side wall of said cavity ad-
jacent to said ground surface and having its other end
extending toward and terminating short of the opposite
side wall of said cavity and pivoted to said cover at a
location spaced between said onme and other cavity side
walls, said cover being movable from its horizontal posi-
tion extending across said pool and resting on said ground
surface upward and sideward to a horizontal position
spaced over said ground surface along one side of said
pool upon upward swinging movement of said support
about its pivotal connection to said one cavity side wall,
and an auxiliary elongate support having one end pivotally
connected to said cover at a location spaced from the
pivotal connection of said cover and first mentioned sup-
port and having its other end adapted for supporting en-
gagement with said ground surface when said cover is in
its upwardly moved position, said auxiliary support being
pivotally connected to said cover at a location thereon ad-
jacent to said one side of said pool when said cover is in
position across said pool, and an upstanding socket fixed
to said ground surface on said one side of said pool and
spaced from the latter for removably receiving said other
end of said auxiliary support when said cover is moved
upward.
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