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(57) Abstract: An illuminating device is provided as a large area thin illuminating device to be a surface emitting type light source
\& employing an edge light system, with reduced luminance nonuniformity due to a lamp holder of a tubular light source. A thin,
= |arge-screen and low power consumption display device with display screen qualities having no problem in practical use is also
= provided by using such illuminating device as backlight of a display element which displays an image by controlling transmitting
@\ light. The illuminating device is provided with a board-like light guide means (5) having a rectangular light emitting surface; tubular
light sources (3a-3d) arranged to face each other on the two facing side surfaces of the light guide means (5); and at least one pair
of lamp holders (7a-7d) for holding the tubular light sources (3a-3d) at intermediate portions on the two facing side surfaces of the
light guide means (5). The pair of lamp holders (7a-7d) are arranged by being shifted one from the other in the tube axis directions
of the tubular light sources (3a-3d).
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