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This invention relates to the overlapping
type of visible index in which the cards have
hinged slidable mounting and more particu-
larly to the novel form of attachment of the
cards to the panel and. their inter-relation
with each other. In an index made accord-
ing to my invention a certain duplex lateral
ear is formed outside the body of ‘the card
on-each side thereof. These ears are made in
such manner and of such relation-to the body
of the card that when the cards are aszem-
bled together on the panel they overlap in a
non- nestlno hinged relation.

One of the ob]ects of my invention is to
provide an “index from which individual
metal carriers for the cards have been elimi-
nated. Another object of my invention is.to
provide an extremely compact -and. simple
form of card which it shall be economical
to manufacture and extremely easy to.manip-
ulate. - Another object of my invention is to
provide a card which can be cutb integrally

out of one piece of sheet material and which-

is strong at the points where strain is apt
to occur. = Another object of my invention 13
to provide a perfectly flat writing surface
for the cards in a visible index pa,nel and
still another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a forin of visible card index in -which
the whole surface of both sides of the record
section of a card is available for writing
while the card 1g in: the visible index. ~An-
other ‘object of my invention is to provide a
form of card whose record section can be
formed into an ordinary vertical index card.

In the drawings:

- Fig. 1is a pl(m v1eW ‘of one of the new
index cards,

TFig. 2 is a plan view of part of the: panel
with cards therein, one flange of the p‘mel
being partly broken away, .

I‘lg 3 is an exaggerated vertical scctlon
through the ears of the cardg taken on the
line 33 of Fig.-2;

Fig.-4is a horizontal section on the line
440t Fig. 2, while

Fig. 51is a plan view -of oie. corner of a
modified form of card.

-'The novel form of visible index mermber or
card which forms the nucleus of my inven-
tion comprises a rectangular body preferably
having a straight upper edge 11 and a'plain
duplex ear composed of two lobes 8, 9 ex-
tending laterally from each side of the body
near its upper edge the two lobes of each ear
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being at different heights on the ((ud
body is-hinged alon w-horizontal line 12
reaching - from one free edge of the body to
the other and generally, thouOh not neces-
sarily, the portion below the hm%d line is
large enough to be a record section 10. This

novel membu may be used as a‘éarrier for

another card by gluing or otherwise attach-
ing the ordinary card to the meniber below
the hinge line 12: However, in this specifica-
tion I shall describe the card as having a
record section, and the remainder of the bodv
and the duplex ears as made integrally out
of one piece of sheet material. This mater 1al
may be cardboard, paper or the like.’ Each
duplex ear consists of two herizontal lobes
8, 9 separated from each other by a horizon-
tal slit which may be merely an incision in
the sheet material or may be formed by cut-

ting out a little of the material between the

cards to afford room for ‘the fange of the
panel. Fach ear i so placed on the “eard that
its upper edge is in line with and meérges
into the upper edge 11 of the. body. “The
lower end of the juncture between the ear
and the body is preferably at the hinge line
between the record section and the remainder
of the body: Tach lobe of the ear is pref-
erably formed wwith both its upper and lower
edges horizontal, as'shown in the drawings,
but the edges of fhe tongues can be cut at any
angle p10v1ded the whole ear does not pro-
Ject above or below the juncture of the ear
with the body, 1. e, each ear is of its maxi-

mum vertical dimension at its juncture with

the body. “The lower lobe 9 may be shorter
than the lobe 8 if desired, (see lobe 97 in Fig.
5) and greater ease thus obtained in attach—
ing the card to the panel. -

While the hinge line 12 can-be located at
any level which permits it-to:run_between
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free edges of the body I prefer to have the -

hinge line 12 located right at the lower end
of the junctures between the ears and the
body The line can be formed by creasing
or wesakening the paper. or in any other
manner desived.

» By having ears of t‘ns kind a non- nestmg
card is produced with all the advantages of
that type of card and none of the disadvan-
tages:

This novel form of car d | 1s intended to be
mounted. on a panel or backing 6 havmgv
two opposed inwardly facing flanges 7 un-
der Whl(}h portlons of th(, ocud may be
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placed. The inner edges of these parallel
flanges should be spaced apart a distance

which permits the body of the card to lie

therebetween giving a flat writing surface.
The ears being external of the body of the
card arve interwoven with the flanges. In

‘mounting the card the upper lobe 8 of each

ear is laid on top of the flange while the
lower lobe 9 is laid underneath, the slits be-
tween the ears being deep encugh to perimit
this. The slit can be made still- deeper, if
desired, thus making it possible to attach
the card without flexing 1t, by turning the
card sideways.

When a series of depending - cards
mounted in the panel in. this manner the
body 10 of any one card -should overlie the
body of the card below, and the cards will
then overlap. It will then be found that

are

the upper edge 11 of any card rests against
the card above it at the junctures between

the lower edges of the ehrs and the body of
the upper card. It is impossible for ome
card to pass the other and the necessary
overlap is obtained. - As already mentioned,
the ears are so shaped and attached to the
body of the card that there is no nesting.
It will be observed that by my invention the
necessary non-nesting engagement between
neighboring cards is obtained by the use of
an ear on-the upper card underiying the
flange and the body of that card, which
neither overlies nor underlies the. flange,
overlying the straight. upper edge of the
lower card, thus reducing the number of
portions of the card which have to be ma-
nipulated in attaching the card to the panel.

By having duplex ears projecting later-
ally from the body of the card and employ-
ing the body of the card to assist in main-
taining the overlap; it becomes necessary
only to tear or cut off ‘these duplex ears to
obtain the ordinary vertical record card
without any punchings therein or-alterations
in the shape. Similarly ears can very easily
be gummed onto the ordinary record card
when it is desired to mount that card in a
visible index. The advantages of such in-
terchangeability will be obvious without
further comment. By thus having a card
attached to its support or panel by means
laterally outside the body of the.card; the
bodies of the cards lie flatly on top of each
other on the flat surface in between the two
flanges. It is therefore possible to write
with perfect ease on the cards while they
are in the index, even when 'the cards are
made of paper.

The cards are simple and yet at the same
time do not nest, and the index is positive
in its maintenance of overlap and yet per-
mits removal or insertion of a card without
distiirbing the neighboring . cards.

I claim: :

1. A visible index member comprising a

body in combination with a duplex ear pro-
jecting laterally from each side of the body
and 1ntegral therewith, the two lobes of
each car being at different heights and the
upper edge of cach ear merging into the
upper edge of the body and each ear being
of ity maximum vertical dimension at its
juncture with the body.

9. A visible index member comprising a
body having a straight upper edge in com-
bination with a duplex ear projecting later-
ally from each side of the body, the upper
edge of exch ear merging into the upper edge
ot the body, each ear having two lobes sepa-
rated by a horizontal slit, and being of its
maximum vertical dimension at its junctuve
with the body. .

3. A visible index card comprising a body
having a straight upper edge, in combination
with an ear having two lobes separated by a
horizontal slit projecting lateraily from each
side of the body and joined thereto from the
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upper edge, the ears not projecting above or -

below their junctures with the body, said
body having a hinge line running between
the free side edges thereof.

4. A visible index card comprising a rec-
tangular body having a straight upper edge
and including a record section joined to the
remainder of the body by a horizontal hinge
line reaching between free edges of the body,
in combination with a duplex ear projecting
laterally from each side of the body, the up-
per edge of each ear merging into the upper
edge of the body, substantially as described.

5. A visible index card comprising a rec-
tangular body having a straight upper edge
and including a record section joined to the
remainder of the body by a hinge line, in
combination with a. duplex ear projecting
laterally from each side of the body and
joined thereto from the upper edge to the
hinge line, the ears not projecting above or
below their junctures with the body. -

6. A visible index comprising a panel hav-
ing opposed inwardly facing flanges in com-
bination with a series of overlapping cards
each having a body overlying the body of
the card below but not overlapping the
flanges, and an ear having two lobes project-
ing laterally from each side of the body, the
upper edge of each upper lobe merging into
the upper edge of the body and overlying one
flange “while the lower lobe underlies that
flange. o
7. A visible index comprising a panel hav-
ing parallel inwardly facing flanges in com-
bination with a series of overlapping cards
each having a body overlying the body of
the. card below. but not overlapping the
flanges, said body having a straight upper
edge and including a record section joined
to the remainder of the body by a hinge line,

in combination with a duplex ear projecting .

laterally from each side of the body and
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joined thereto from the upper edge to the
hinge line, the ears not projecting above or
below their junctures with the body, substan-
tially as described. : .

8. A visible index member comprising a
body having a straight upper edge in combi-
nation with a duplex ear projecting later-
ally from each side of the body, the upper
. edge of each ear merging into the upper edge
U of the body, each ear having two lobes sepa-
rated by a horizontal slit, and. being of its
maximum vertical dimension at its juncture
with the body, the lower lobe of each ear
being shorter than the upper lobe of that

< ear.

9. A visible index comprising a panel hav-
ing opposed inwardly facing flanges.in com-
bination with a series of overlapping cards
each having a body overlying the body of
the card below but not overlapping the
flanges, and an ear having two lobes pro-

3

jecting laterally from each side of the body,
the upper edge of each upper lobe merging
into the upper edge of the body and overly-
ing one flange while the lower lobe under-
lies that flange, the lower lobe of each ear
beli)ng shorter than the corresponding upper
lobe,

10. A visible index member comprising a
body having a straight upper edge in combi-
nation with a duplex éar projecting laterally

from each side of the body, the upper edge
of each ear merging into the upper edge of

the. body, each ear having-two lobes sepa-
rated by a horizontal slit, and being of its
maximum vertical dimension at its. juncture
with the body, one lobe of each ear being
shorter than the other.lobe of that ear, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification. :

ALWIN VON AUW.
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