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. My present invention concerns the art of hat
making and relates more specifically to a col-
lapsible hat, the primary object being to provide
-a basic structure capable of folding to a flat con-
dition for shipment prior to formation into the
final designs desired.

The most important object of this invention
-isto provide a collapsible hat having a cubical
crown, the side walls and tip whereof are defined
by lines of bend so disposed as to permit fold-
ing of the erown into a flat condition.

Another important object is the provision of
a collapsible hat having the aforesaid lines of
bend set off by distinet creases formed in the
material from which the hat is made, which
creases are outlined and held by lines of stitch-
ing, blocking or pressing.

Other objects lie in the peculiar disposition
of the lines of bend setting off distinet side walls
in the crown, which side walls are again sub-
divided into a pair of sections; the manner in
which a polygonal tip joins the side walls by
lines of flex; and the way in which the hat brim
merges with the crown, to the end that the entire
hat body is formed from shaped bodies, hoods
and a single piece of initially flat materxal

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a top perspective view of a col-
lapsible hat made in accordance with one form
of my invention, showing the same in the open
condition.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view showmg the hat in
collapsed condition, with a portion of the crown

turned back to more clearly disclose the con- .,

struetion of the hat.

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view showing the hat
collapsed.

Pig. 4 is a top perspective view of a modified
form of collapsible hat; and

Fig. 5 is a top plan view showing the hat of
Fig. 4 collapsed.

The component parts of the hat shown in Figs.
1 to 3 inclusive constitute a body broadly desig-

nated by the number 10, having a crown 12 and :

a brim 14.

The crown 2 is divided into a ‘number of. side
walls 18, there being four shown to present a
cubical interior. Side walls {8 are further di-

vided into a pair of sections 20 and 22 and crown

12 also has a tip portion 24.

The body 10 is initially formed from a flat
piece of flexible and preferably highly pliable
material such as felt. The first steps of blocking,
stretching the crown and brim and forming
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generally :is well-known in the art and need not
be detailed.” Conventional hoods and shaped
forms ‘may be employed in making body 10.
The four side walls 18 of the crown 12 are set
off by substantially vertical lines of fold 26, there
being a pair of these lines 26 along each side of
each wall 18. Lines of fold 26 are each formed
by creating an exterior crease in the material

from which body 10 is made and then pressing,

blocking or  applying a line of stitching 28
throughout the length of the crease to hold the
same in place. It is to be noted that the lower-
most ends of all the side walls 18 merge into the
brim 14 and that the creases 26 all terminate at
their lowermost ends at such point of merger.

The tip 24 of crown 12 is four-sided to agree
with the four side walls 18, there being lines of
flex 30 formed in the body 10 to set off tip 24
from walls 18. These lines of flex 30 are creased
outwardly in the same manhner as creases 26 and
a line ‘of stitching 32 maintains such lines 33
in ‘a’ creased condition.

The two sections 20 and 22 of each side wall
18 are defined by the lines 26 and 30 and by a
diagonal line of bend 34 formed in the body 19.
These lines of bend 34 are creased inwardly as
shown-in Figs. 2 and 3 and are maintained in a
creased condition by stitching 36. Lines 34 ex-
tend from the uppermost end of one line of fold
26 across the respective side wall I8 to the low-
ermost end of the opposite line of fold 26 as
clearly indicated in Fig. 1. It is also notable
that the lines of fold 26, on each side of the side
walls 18, dxverge as the brim I4 is approached,
the width of each side of the tip 24 of crown
2, being less than the width of side walls l8 at
the lowermost edges thereof.

When the hat just described is in the open or
operative position illustrated in Fig. 1, the tip
24 is substantially flat as are the side walls (8.
Tip 24 being flexible, however, a dome shape may
well be formed therein depending on the type of
ornamental attachments used. Similarly, the
hat need not be fully opened, in which event the
side walls 18 will be slightly indented along lines
34 and present an unique appearance.

-During folding of the hat to a collapsed con-
dition, the tip 24 rotates on a central vertical
axis and the section 20 of side wall 18 will overlap
the section 22. The innermost face of the tip
superimposes on & portion of the innermost faces
of the sections 20 when the hat is collapsed, all
as clearly shown in Fig. 2.

The form of collapsible hat shown in Figs. 4




and 5 comprises a body 100 having a brim 102,
and a crown 104 defined by a polygonal tip 106,
and side walls 108. Lines of flex 110, stitches as
at 112 set off tip portion 106 from side walls 108
and lines of fold 114, having stitching 116, divide
side walls {08 one from the other. Diagonal lines
of bend 118, stitched as at 120 segregate each
wall 108 into a pair of sections 122 and 124. The
creases for lines 118 and 114 are along the outer-
most faee of: body 180 while the:creases:forming
lines {8 aré disposed inwardly. i )
In the form now being described, the down-
wardly diverging lines 114 extend entirely through
the brim. 102, terminating at the periphery -of
brim {02, Also the' diagonal lines 118 extend
from the junction point of one line*‘{{4-and+lines -
10 to the opposite line |i4.at:the periphery:of
brim 102. o
It is apparent from the foregoing thatéthe hat
forming the subject matter of this invention is
druly-eollapsible: and that when:so eollapsed, ‘a
fat-article is presented-that-is-easily:packed for
shipmient without  -damage ~thereto.in ‘any way.
While: only ‘two modifications have been shown -
and rdescribed, -obviously “many- changes ‘may “be
‘made-to satisfy-particularitastes without depart-
ing from the scope:of thisiinvention as defined by
the-appended-claims..: -~ - - T
“Having -thus:described the!invention, ‘what is
iclaimed »as -new and desired to -besecured “by
Letters Patent ds: oo :
. In-ahatof the-character:described, ra hody
formed:from flexible material to present a crown
and:a-brim, said icrown:-having a:-plurality- of side

walls- set-off one: from ;the:other by lines of fold, -

said - side walls each having:a.line of ‘bend divid-
ing:the same’into a pair:of sections, said line 'of
bend . being - disposed to ‘render  the ‘said “erown
collapsible tora-substantially flat condition when
the. crown is-folded-on said.lines of foldand said
lines of bend, there being a pair of saidlines of:fold.
along each side respectively-of:each side-wall, the
lines of -fold.of each pair thereof diverging as‘said
brim of the body is approached. - L
~2..In-a-hat ofthe character described,-a body
formed from flexible material fo:presenta erown
having a plurality.of:side-walls set-off one-from
the other by lines.of -fold, said -side walls-each
having a.line:of bend dividing the same -into-a
pair of -sections, said line. of: bend-being: disposed
to render the-said crown collapsible-to-s -substan-
tially.flat condition when-the crown-is folded: on
said lines of -fold -and. said .lines. of -bend, said
sections. of -the side walls -extending in opposite.

e

directions from :said:line of bend- insubstantially -85

the-same.plane. - R .

3. In a hat of the.character:deseribed, -2, body
formed.from flexible material to present a-crown
and a-brim, said.crewn. having .a. plurality:of -side
walls.set off- one-from the-other-by lines of fold,
said side walls each having a line.of-bend. dividing
the same into a pair of sections, said line, of.bend
being disposed ‘to” render the. said crown..col-
lapsible to a substantially flat.condition when the

crown is.folded on. said lines.of fold and said ‘85 9,149 468

thereof with said'biim. .~
4.'In a hat of the-¢haracter .described, a body

lines of ‘bend, said side wglls merging at one edge

formed from flexible material to present a°crown o
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" “the same into-a pair of sections, said line of bend
- -heing disposed to render the said crown collaps-

25

30

<40

4

and a brim, said crown having a plurality of side
walls set off one from the other by lines of fold,
said side walls each having a line of bend dividing
the same into a pair of sections, said line of bend
being disposed to render the said crown col-
lapsible to a substantially flat condition when the
crown is folded on said lines of fold and said lines
of bend, said line of bend of each side wall being
diagonally disposed between,pairs of said lines

"'5."In a hat of the éhéracter described; a body

... formed from flexible material to present a erown

“and a brim, said crown having a plurality of side
swalls iset off one from the other by lines of fold,
said side walls each having a line of bend dividing

ible to a substantially flat condition when the
‘erownis folded on said lines of fold and said lines
of bend, said lines ofifold extending from the
“erown throughsthe brim of said-body:and termi-
-nating 72t ‘one:end-thereof. at-a point. en the ipe-
sFiphery -of :said brim. ) :

- 6. In.a: hat-of ‘the ‘¢character described, a: body
formed: fromflexible:material-to. present a srown
and a brim, said crown having:aplurality:of sside
‘wells-set off‘one from theother by lines of:fold,
‘said:side walls:-€a¢h having:ailine: of bend: divid-
‘ing-the-same-into a pair-ofssections, said.line 6t
‘bend being: disposed-torenter the:said erown: col-
lapsible to - substantially: fiat:condition when:the
rerown: is-folded on said lines of fold and said lines
"of ‘bend, -said lines 0f fold : éxtending from -the
crown through tkebrim-of:sdaid body-and: termi-

5 nating at-one-end-thereof;at a point son~the pe=

riphery:of-said brim;-said:] es-of bend-extending
diagonally from one edge-of the -respective side

. walls-of said-bedy.-and-terminating: at said’ point

-on the brim periphery. - B

1. In -a hat of: the: character deseribed, a-body
fermed: from-a single:piece-of-flexible material ito
bresent.a-brim .and-a-crown having -a 4ip, +said
crown being: substantially-eubical and-having-one
open.end opposite tosaid tip; a-number -of side

45 walls forming a.-part-of said crown, said-tip being

polygonal and.set-off- from-ithe sidewalls-by: lines
of flex, said side walls being. defined by <spaged
apart. lines-.of . feld: -extending-from :said.lines of
flex. toward. said. brim. of - the body; samda sub-
stantially diagonal.line of-bend formed ;in-said
material along each side wall of said erown -to
bresent.a pair .of . sections for -.each -side -wall,
whereby -said .crown. is rendered- collapsible to:a-
substantially :flat cendition .when the crewa ;is
folded along said lines of fold,.lines of bend.and
lines. of flex. S '
ELIZABETH H. RANKIN,
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