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1. Clain. (C. 15-104) 

This invention relates to a shoe cleaning device and 
more particularly to a means for removing mud, Snow, 
and like, from outdoor footwear having spikes, cleats or 
such shoe traction members. 

Outdoor footwear, such as golf shoes, running shoes, 
hunting shoes, walking shoes, and such, often have spikes, 
cleats, or like, to facilitate traction. If the ground is rela 
tively dry such shoes function satisfactorily. However, 
if the terrain is wet or muddy the spikes or cleats, instead 
of functioning as intended, even encourage the clinging 
of mud and like to the soles and head of the footwear. 
Such mud conditioned shoes are most difficult to clean in 
asmuch as they cannot be scraped clean as is possible with 
shoes not having such traction lugs. 

Therefore, one of the principal objects of my invention 
is to provide an efficient tool for cleaning mud, Snow, and 
like, from footwear having traction lugs. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

a spiked shoe cleaner that is easily carried on the person 
using Such footwear. 
A still further object of my invention is to provide a 

spiked shoe cleaner that has flexible resilient fingers for 
conforming to spaces between the spikes thereby easily 
and quickly removing foreign matter from and between 
the spikes. 

Still further objects of this invention are to provide 
a traction lugged shoe cleaner that is economical in manu 
facture, durable in use and refined in appearance. 
These and other objects will be apparent to those skilled 

in the art. 
My invention consists in the construction, arrangements, 

and combination, of the various parts of the device, 
whereby the objects contemplated are attained as herein 
after more fully set forth, specifically pointed out in my 
claim, and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my device in collapsed 
condition, 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of my shoe cleaner, extended, and 
illustrating the method of how it is used to clean outdoor 
footwear, and 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the outer end portion of the 
device in closed condition and suspended from the belt, 
trouser top, or like, of the user. 
While my device may be used for cleaning all types of 

outdoor footwear, I shall describe it as particularly 
adapted to footwear designated by the numeral 10 and 
having the spikes or lugs 11. The numeral 12 designates 
the base handle of my device. This portion 12 may be 
of any suitable shape or design. However, in the draw 
ings I show the part 12 in the shape of a shoehorn. 
Secured to the rear end portion of the part 12 by any 
suitable manner such as by soldering, spot welding, or 
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like, are three spring rod fingers i3, 14 and 15, as shown 
in Fig. 1. These three resilient flexible rod fingers ex 
tend away from the part 12 and normally spread away 
from each other as they progress forwardly as shown in 
Fig. 2. The forward free end portions of these three 
spring rod fingers are bent laterally at right angles there 
to to provide the three claw portions 16, 17 and 18, as 
shown in Fig. 1. The numeral 19 designates a sleeve 
slidably embracing the lengths of the fingers 3, 14 and 
15. When this sleeve is slid rearwardly and toward the 
part 12, the fingers 13, 14 and 15 are free to flex and to 
spread apart. When the finger rods are so freed the de 
vice is extended for use. However, when the sleeve 19 
is slid forwardiy the fingers will be forced together in 
compact relationship. This contracted condition renders 
the tool inoperative for use and facilitates its carrying by 
the user. A hook portion 29 may be on the sleeve 19, 
to hook over the belt, top of the trousers, pocket or like 
of the user. 
To use my device, the tool is removed and the sleeve 

19 slid rearwardly as shown in Fig. 2. With the spring 
fingers and claw portions released, the tool is used by 
pulling the claw portions across the sole and heel of the 
shoe. The claw portions due to the flexibility of the finger 
rods 13, E4 and 15 will move laterally to pass around the 
shoe spikes. The foreign matter packed between the 
spikes or cleats and on the sole and heel of the shoe will 
be effectively clawed off by the use of my light weight 
portable tool. With the shoe unburdened of such foreign 
matter, it will not only be lighter of weight, and more 
flexible in use, but the spikes will be clean and again 
effective in serving as traction means. The shoehorn 12 
provides a flat curved sheet handle that takes little room. 
when the device is carried or stored. 
Some changes may be made in the construction and 

arrangement of my spiked footwear cleaning tool without 
departing from the real spirit and purpose of my inven 
tion, and it is my intention to cover by my claim, any 
modified forms of structure or use of mechanical equiv 
alents which may be reasonably included within their 
Scope. 

I claim: 
In a footwear cleaning tool, a handle, a plurality of 

spring finger rods extending forwardly from said handle 
and normally spreading away from each other as they 
progress forwardly; each of said rods having its forward 
end portion bent at an angle in the same direction to form 
a claw, a keeper sleeve collar slidably embracing all of 
said rods capable of drawing all of said rods together 
when slid forwardly away from said handle, and a hook 
member on said keeper sleeve collar for automatically 
causing said collar to slide forwardly on said rods and 
drawing them toward each other when the tool is sus pended by said hook. 
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