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This inventioti relates to an article of furni-
ture that is designed. and intended to .be used
under a variety of conditions. Mare particularly,
the invention is directed to an article .of furni-
ture of the chest type wherein is provided oper-
ative structure that may be opened up or ex-
tended to enable use of the article not only as
a storage chest, but also as a desk or. as a din-
‘ing table.

For some time it has been the practice of fur-
niture manufacturers.to design articles that had
multiple uses. The demand for such articles
was partly due to the saving effected by not
having te purchase two or more separate articles
for the same purposes. However, as the trend in
home or dwelling size changed towards smaller
or fewer rooms—this being particularly typified
by the many one, two, or three room apartment
‘homes—considerably more emphasis is now
placed on articles of furniture that occupy rela-
tively little space and yet are capable of being
opened or extended to adapt them to a, variety
of uses.

It is. with the latter type of article of furni- .
ture that the present invention is concerned;

namely, the provision of an article in the form
of a chest that, by means of adjustable and ex-
tendable parts, can be transformed into a writ-
ing desk or into a full size dining table.

It is an object of the invention to provide a
chest having operable parts that enable use as
a desk or table without in any way interfering
with or curtailing the storage space therein.

It is another object of the invention to pro-
vide a combined chest and extension dining table
“~in ‘which the supporting legs of the extension
table, when not in use, will be confined within
the chest limits and appear as a part of the
chest structure and at the same time will lend
ornamental appearance to one face of the chest.

A further and important object of the inven-
tion lies in the provision of a chest that not only
includes extension slides and legs for-a full length
dining table, but is dlso provided with storage
space for the necessary leaves by which to-form
the table top.

Still further advantages of the invention: lie
in the provision of a chest that not only includes
operative structure to enable use as a desk or
dining table but also adequate storage space in
the form of a cupboard and utensil drawer.

Other ohjects and advantages of the invention
will be more fully understood from: a consider-

ation of the following specification, taken in con-

S

10

20

30

40

K]

50

a4 2
junction with the accompanylng drawing; aid in
which

‘Fig, 1 is a front eleva,tlonal view of a chest
inr which one form of the invention is embodied;

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the struc-
ture shown in Fig. 1, with the leg supported shelf
in a partially extended position to ena%le use-as
a writing desk:

Fig.-3 is a mde elevatiofial view of the chest
with the shelf fully extetided dnd lesves in place
to provide a full size dining-table; )

Fig. 4'is a top plan view of the structure shown
in Fig. 3, parts of both chest and table top
being broken away to disclose certain structural
details;

Pig. 5 is an enlarged verticdl transverse sec-
tional view of the chest, showing the reldtionship
of cuphoard, drawer, shelf, and ledves, being
taken substantially on the Ime 5—5 of Fig. 1;
and

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary detail view
of the storage area for the supportitig legs .of
the shelf and table.

Referring more particularly to the drawing,
the reference numeral L0 is employed to gerier-
ally designate a chest ini which one forin Gf the
present invention. is embodied. The chést is.gen-
erally rectangular in shape and includes.end walls
i, rear wall 12, and top- 13. As viewed from
the front, the chest appears to be provided with
a top drawer {4 which in reality, however, is a
door to a compartment 16 located directly.be-
neath the top 13, and in which are motnted. a
number of table leaves (1. For converient stor-

.age and handling, edch leaf is supported at its

ends on guides {8 that are dttached in parallel
spaced relation to the inrer faces of the end walls
{1. The door {4 is top-hung at ifs ends on a
pair of pivot pins 9. These pins exterid itito
recessed tracks in the sides 12 of the chest and
enable swinging the door upwardly into g hori-
zontal position and then sliding it rearwardly
over suitable guides 2t. Tt will be evideént, from
examination of Fig. 5 of the drawing, that with
the door in raised:and retracted position, full
access is hdd for the removil of the Jeaves 171
from the compartment t6.

Directly beneath the lowermost ledf 18§ is a
shelf 22, having a front apron 23 and side rails
24, As v1ewed from the front of the chest, the
apron 23 gives the appearance of a drawer front,
this' appeardnce being accentudted by the appli-
cation of drawer pulls 26. The-shelf edge in-this

view of the chest gives -the appearance of ‘a

conventional divider between - the: simiuldted
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drawers which are actually door {4 and apron
23. Depending from the forward end of the
shelf are legs 27. These legs serve as a sup-
port for the shelf when it is extended into the
position shown in Fig. 2, the shelf herein con-
stituting a desk top. A pair of conventional slide
units 28 are provided. Each unit, in the present
jllustration of the invention, consists of forward
or end members 29 attached to the under face
of the shelf 22, and rear end members 31 that
are secured to the fixed horizontal partition 32
located within the chest and forming the bottom
wall to the compartment 16. The middle mem-
per 33 of each slide is secured to a cross bar 34,
from the ends of which depend intermediate legs
36. For convenience in the movement of this
intermediate portion of the slide, legs 36 may be
equipped with rollers 37.

Viewing the chest from the front (Fig. 1), it
will be noted that a drawer 38 is located directly
beneath the apron 23 and above a pair_of cup-
board doors 39. This drawer is confined between
a pair of vertical partitions 41 which, in cooper-
ation with end walls |1, form open-front pockets
42 in which to receive the legs 27 and 36. The
rear of each of these pockets may be closed by
panels 43. The drawer 38 is mounted to slide
on suitable guides carried by a horizontal parti-
tion 44. The partition 44 does not extend quite
to the front of the chest and is concealed by the
lower edge of the drawer front 46. Inasmuch
as the drawer 38 is generally intended to be used
for storage of silverware, several partitions 41
are shown. The cupboard doors 39 are hinged to
the partitions 4! and serve to close a lower
storage compartment 48. Except for the pockets
42 at the front of the chest, the compartment 48
is full chest size and is provided, of course, with
a bottom wall 49. For convenience, one or more
shelves 51 may be located in this compartment.
The hottom wall 49 of the compartment appears
as an ornamental divider between the doors 39
and an ornamental apron 52.

Attention is again directed to Fig. 1 wherein
it will be noted that due to the construction of
the chest, the end walls 1l and partitions 41
cooperate with legs 2T to give an ornamental
appearance. Also that door {4 and apron 23 of
the shelf 22, with the actual drawer 38, give
the appearance of a storage chest having a series
of upper drawers as well as a compartment ac-
cessible by doors 39. :

For a better understanding of the advantages
of the above set out invention, a brief description
of operation and use of the various parts is set
out. It will be first noted that the contents of
the compartment 48, or the contents of the
drawer 38, are easily accessible. Should it be
desired to utilize the chest as a desk, it is merely
necessary to grasp knobs 26, attached to the
apron 23, and withdraw shelf 22 from the chest.
The shelf may be withdrawn to any extent de-
sired, as shown in Fig. 5, but preferably to the
extent shown in Fig. 2. It is quite evident that
any articles placed on the chest fop 3 need not
be removed nor disturbed in any way when it
is desired to withdraw the shelf 22. Thus, it is
entirely practical to superpose an ornamental or
other type cabinet or shelf on the chest for the
purpose of providing additional enclosed space.
At such time as it is desired to utilize the chest
as a dining table, the shelf is withdrawn com-
pletely from the body of the chest and the exten-
sion slides 28 are moved to a position such as
suggested in Fig. 4 of the drawing. As movement
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of the shelf 22 is continued, legs 36 withdraw
from the pockets 42 and ultimately occupy a
midway position between the legs 217, supporting
shelf 22, and the front of the chest. With the
shelf and extension slides in this position, it is
merely necessary to open the door (4, remove
leaves |1 and lay them on the slides 28 in abut-
ting relation. In this manner the full size dining
table is made complete. Due to the support
provided by the chest at one end, the legs 27 at
the other end, and the intermediate legs 36, the
table, throughout its length, will be wholly stable
under any and all weight or strain to which such
tables are normally subjected. When it is de-
sired to retract the table, the leaves 1T are re-
turned to the compartment i6, and door {4
lowered into its closed position. It is now merely
necessary to push inwardly or toward the chest
on the shelf 22. Such movemenft retracts the
slides 28 and as they are retracted, legs 36 first
enter the pockets 42 and ultimately, when the
apron 23 becomes flush with the face of the chest,
legs 27 enter these pockets. The arrangement of
the movable parts is such that when they are
retracted they are either flush with the chest
front or are in such relationship as to present an
attractive and ornamental appearance.

Although applicant has shown and described
only one form of his invention, it will be under-
stood that variations in drawer and compartment
size, as well as .other details relating to style
rather than construction, may be made and are
contemplated insofar as they are encompassed by
the annexed claims.

Having thus set forth my invention, what I
claim as new and for which I desire protection
by Letters Patent is:

1. An article of furniture in the form of a
chest, vertical partitions at the front corners of
said chest cooperating with the chest end walls
to form front opening pockets, a horizontal par-
tition extending from one chest end wall to the
other and cooperating with the top of said chest
to provide a front opening compartment, extend-
able members forming slide units, the innermost
members of said units being secured on said
horizontal partition, a shelf secured on the outer-
most members of said units, an apron depending
from the front edge of said shelf, a first set of
legs depending from the front corners of said
shelf, a second set of legs depending from inter-
mediate members of said units, said sets of legs
being contained in said pockets when said shelf
and said units are fully retracted, said first set
of legs serving to close said pockets, a door for
said compartment, said door and combined shelf
and apron cooperating to close said compartment
and constitute the ornamental upper front por-
tion of said chest when said shelf and said sets
of legs are fully retracted.

2. An article of furniture in the form of a
chest, vertical partitions at the front corners
of said chest cooperating with the chest end walls
to form front opening pockets, a horizontal par-
tition extending from one chest end wall to the
other and cooperating with the top of said chest
to provide a front opening compartment, extend-
able members forming slide units, the innermost
members of said units being secured on said
horizontal partition, a shelf secured on the outer-
most members of said units, an apron depending
from the front edge of said shelf, said compart-
ment being adapted to receive and contain said
shelf and said slide units and provide space
thereabove for a set of leaves individually re-
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movable for placement on said slide units when
the members thereof are extended, a first set of
legs depending from the front corners of said
shelf, a second set of legs depending from inter-
mediate members of said units, said sets of legs
being contained in said pockets when said shelf
and said units are fully retracted, said first set
of legs serving to close said pockets, a door for
said compartment, said door and combined shelf
and apron cooperating to close said compartment
and constitute the ornamental upper front por-
tion of said chest when said shelf and said sets
of legs are fully retracted.

3. An article of furniture in the form of a
chest, vertical partitions at the front corners of
said chest cooperating with the chest end walls
to form front opening pockets, a horizontal par-
tition extending from one chest end wall to the
other and cooperating with the top of said chest
to provide a front opening compartment, extend-
able members forming slide units, the innermost
members of said units being secured on said
horizontal partition, a shelf secured on the outer-
most members of said units, an apron depending
from the front edge of said shelf, a first set of
legs depending from the front cormers of said
shelf, a second set of legs depending from inter-
mediate members of said units, said sets of legs
being contained in said pockets when said shelf
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and said units are fully retracted, said first set
of legs serving to close said pockets, a door for
said compartment, said door and combined shelf
and apron cooperating to close said compartment
and constitute the ornamental upper front por-
tion of said chest when said shelf and said sets
of legs are fully retracted, a drawer hetween said
pockets located directly beneath said horizontal
partition, a further open-front compartment be-
neath said drawer, the opening into said further
compartment being limited in width fo the space
between said pockets, and doors carried by the
inner walls of said pockets, said doors cooperating
to close said further compartment, said first set
of legs, the front of said drawer and said doors
constituting the ornamental front portion of said
chest beneath said apron.

STANLEY T. ANDERSON.
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