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(57) Abstract: A method and system detects copy fraud by using a unique character string, e.g., a tracking ill that can be associated
with a postage indicium and digitally signed to provide for a self-validating unique postage indicium. Once validated by the postal

& authority, the tracking ID within the unique postage indicium can be compared to the tracking ID’s in all other postage indicia or to

& a standard tracking ID to ensure that tracking ID is indeed unique. Another improvement uses an indexing identifier (such as, e.g., a
tracking ID, or a postage vendor ID, user account, and piece count) to decrease the size, or eliminate the use, of the postage indicium
transmitted to an end user computer. An indexing identifier, rather than the postage indicium, is transmitted to the end user computer.
Yet another improvement facilitates refunding unused postage. Information for a postage transaction, along with the tracking ID and
delivery status, is stored. Unused postage exists when there is duplicative postage transactions or the mail piece was not delivered.
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