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This invention relates to a new and improved 
container for keys and more particularly to such 
a container in which the keys may be given a 
linear movement to expose the operating portion 
of the key. 
Key containers have heretofore been provided 

carrying keys on pivots or hooks which present a 
bulky appearance and also involve some difficulty 
in selecting a key desired for use. Other key con 
tainers which provide for linear movement of in 
dividual keys have comprised metal housings 
which are bulky and generally undesirable in 
that they present a rigid and unyielding luimp for 
carrying in the pocket. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a new and improved key container which 
provides individual housings for the several keys. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide a flexible key container with positive means 
for giving a linear movement to individual keys, 

It is an additional object to provide a key con 
tainer in which buttons or the like are secured to 
the keys to serve as finger contact members in 
moving the keys into and out of the containers. 

It is also an object to provide Such a container 
having yieldable means for holding the finger 
contact members and the keys at their limits of 
in and out movement. 

It is another object to provide a key container 
having pockets opening in opposite directions 
with the body of the container formed of a single 
Strip of flexible material. 

It is a further object to provide such a key 
container having Spacing means Secured to the 
body for spacing the walls apart a distance ap 
proximately the thickness of a key. 

It is an additional object to provide a key con 
tainer which is simple in design and construc 
tion and adapted for commercial production and 
Se. 
Other and further objects will appear as the 

description proceeds. 
I have shown certain preferred embodiments of 

my invention in the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank body men 
ber used in forming the key container; 

Figure 2 is a view of the blank of Eigure 1 in 
partially folded position; 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the container formed 
from the blank of Figures 1 and 2 in fully as 
Sembled relation with keys indicated therein in 
broken lines; 

Figure 4 is a Section taken on line 4-4 of Fig 
ure 3; 

Figure 5 is a section taken on line 5-5 of Fig 
lure 3; and 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 3, but show 
ing a container for two keys. 
The body member shown in Figure com 

prises an elongated strip of flexible material. In 
the form shown, the strip comprises a section 
3 and a shorter section 5 secured to section 3 
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by means of Stitching indicated at 6. The body 
may be formed of a single unitary piece of ma 
terial when it is made of material Such as flexible 
plastic or the like, which is similar on both sides. 
When formed of leather of a type showing a hair 
side and a flesh side and when it is desired to 
have the leather show a similar Side on both ex 
ternal faces of the aSSerbied key container, it is 
necessary to Stitch two pieces together, as shown 
in Figure . With leather, a Single piece may be 
used if it is desired to have one face of the key 
container Show the hair side of the leather while 
the other face shows the flesh Side of the leather 
which may, of course, be given a Suede finish. 
As clearly shown in Figure 2, the body member 
comprises an outer fold A, an intenediate fold 

B and a Second outer fold C. The outer folds A 
and C are each provided with elongated slots 8 
which extend parallel to the Sides of the folds. 
These slots have enlarged end portions 9 adja 
cent the open ends of the pockets formed in the 
key container and similar enlarged end portions 
2 adjacent the inner ends of the pockets. It will 
be noted that the slots 8 taper from the en 
larged portions 2 to a larger dimension where 
they join the enlarged portions 49. 
The intermediate fold B is provided With a 

plurality of parallel elongated slots 23, as best 
shown in Section in Figure 4. The spacer men 
bers 25 extend through the slots 23 and are 
longer than the slots. These members 25 have 
notches 2 formed in their ends to fit the inter 
mediate fold B at the end of the slots 23 and thus 
hold the Spacers in position. - 
The edges of the body portion are ShoWn as 

provided with uniformly spaced perforations 30. 
As shown in Figures 3 and 6, these edges are se 
cured together by laces 32 which are laced 
through the perforations 30. It will be under 
stood that this method of securing the edges to 
gether forms no part of the present invention 
Since these edges may be stitched or otherWise 
Secured together, as desired. 
The SpaceS 25 are of Such a thickness that the 

keys 26 in the pockets between the Spacers are 
not frictionally held by the walls of the pockets 
With any Substantial degree of tightness. The 
Spacers cause the thickness of the pockets to ap 
proximate that of the usual type of key. These 
spacers are preferably formed of stiff but flexible 
material such as, for example, Strips of heavy sole 
leather. While the spacers 25 are retained in 
position in the aSSembled article by means of 
the Siots in the intermediate section B in which 
they are fitted, they may be secured to the outer 
folds A and C by means of the application of ad 
hesive, if desired. 
As best shown in Figure 5, key noving mem 

bers are provided having finger engaging portions 
34 extending outwardly of the slots and having 
Shank portions 36 iocated in the Slots 8 or in the 
enlarged end portions 9 or 2, depending upon 
the position of the key 26. These members are 



2,546,413 
- 3. 

also provided with inner key securing means 38. 
The shank portion 36 is of a diameter greater. 
than the width of the slot 8 and fits within the 
round enlarged end portions 9 or 2 of the slot. 
Since the slot 8 is formed in flexible material, a 
comparatively small pressure of the finger against. 
the fingerpiece 34 will separate the walls of the 
slot f8 and permit movement of the key 26. from 
the position in which it is housed in the pocket 
to the outer position for use. The taper of the 
slot 8 makes the key held more positively...in the . 
inner than in the outer position. In the Outer 
position, the key is grasped by the hand in use 
and it is unnecessary for the key container itself 
to have any substantial effect in maintaining the 
key in this outermost position. The enlarged Sec 
tion 9 is, however, slightly larger than the ad 
jacent end of the slot 8, so that the key will nor 
mally remain in the outer position. When it is 
manually placed there. 
As shown in Figures. 3 and 6, the finger con 

tact portions 34 may be marked with numerals 
or letters to designate the different keys held in 
the container so that they may be readily identi 
fied by the user. 
The forms of construction shown provide a 

light, compact key container with sufficient yield 
or flexibility so that it is not objectionable when 
carried in the pocket. The keys are separately 
housed and the desired key may be readily iden 
tified and pushed out for use. The use of the sin 
gle blank reduces cost of manufacture and pro 
vides an efficient construction. The manner of 
assembling the separators, and holding them in 
place also facilitates manufacture. The keys are 
adequately restrained against accidental move 
ment from the container and yet are easily pushed 
out for use. 
While I have shown certain preferred embodi 

ments of my invention, these are to be understood 
to be illustrative only as I contemplate such modi 
fications as come within the Spirit and Scope of 
the appended claims, 

I claim: 
1. A key container comprising a pocket of : 

flexible material open at one end, said pocket be 
ing of an area, to enclose a key, a face of the 
container having an elongated slot formed 
therein, the ends of the slot being enlarged, a key 
moving member having a finger contact portion 
externally of the slot, a shank portion extending 
through the slot, and a key securing portion in 
Side the pocket, the Shank being wider than the 
Slot and fitting into the enlarged end portions of 
the slot, the Shank flexing the side edges of the 
Slot when moved along the slot. 

2. A key container comprising a flexible elon 
gated body member, Said member being twice 
reversely bent and folded upon itself with the 
adjacent edges of the folded portions secured to 
gether to form oppositely extending open-ended 
pocketS, Said pocketS each being adapted to en 
close keys, slots formed in the outer walls of the 
pockets and key moving members extending 
through the slots with key securing portions 
inside the pockets, shanks extending through the 
slots and finger contact portions externally of the 
SlotS. 

3. A key container comprising a flexible elon 
gated body member, Said member being twice re 
Versely bent and folded upon itself with the ad 
jacent edges of the folded portions Secured to 
gether to form oppositely extending open-ended 
pockets, Said pockets each being adapted to en 
close keys, Spacer members secured to the in 
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4. 
termediate fold of the body member, Said Spacer 
members being elongated, and extending length 
wise of the pockets to limit the movement of keys 
in the pockets, slots formed in the outer walls of 
the pockets and key moving members extending 
through the slots with key securing portions in 
side the pockets, shanks extending through the 
slots. and finger contact portions externally of 
the slots. 

4. A key container comprising a flexible elon 
gated body member, said member being twice re 
versely bent and folded upon itself with the ad 
jacent edges of the folded portions Secured to 
gether to form oppositely extending open-ended 
pockets, said pockets each being adapted to en 
close keys, spacer members, secured to the inter 
mediate fold of the body member, said spacer. 
members being elongated and extending length 
wise of the pockets to limit the movement of keys. 
in the pockets, said spacers having a thickness 
in each pocket of approximately the thickness. 
of a key, slots formed in the outer walls of the 
pockets and key moving members extending 
through the slots, with key securing portions in 
side the pockets, shanks extending through the 
slots and finger contact portions externally. of 
the slotS. - . 

5. A key container, comprising a flexible elon 
gated body member, said, member being twice re 
versely bent and folded upon itself with the ad 
jacent edges of the folded portions Secured to 
gether to form oppositely extending open-ended 
pockets, said pockets each being adapted to en 
ciose keys, the intermediate fold of the body 
member having elongated slots formed therein 
spaced apart such a distance as to receive a key. 
therebetween and spacer members fitted into 
said intermediate fold slots and extending into 
the pockets on both sides of the intermediate 
fold, slots formed in the outer walls of the pock 
ets and key moving members extending through 
the slots with key securing portions inside the 
pockets, shanks extending through the slots and 
finger contact portions externally of the slots. 

6. A key container comprising a flexible elon 
gated body member, said member being twice re 
versely bent and folded upon itself with the ad 
jacent edges of the folded portions secured to 
gether to form oppositely extending open-ended 
pockets, said pockets each being adapted to en 
close keys, the intermediate fold of the body 
member having elongated slots formed therein 
spaced apart such a distance as to receive a key 
therebetween and spacer members fitted into said 
intermediate fold slots and extending into the 
pockets on both sides of the intermediate fold, 
the spacer members being longer than the slots 
in which they fit and having notches in their ends 
to engage the intermediate fold at the ends of the 
slots and retain the spacers in position in the 
slots, slots formed in the outer walls of the 
pockets and key moving members extending 
through the slots with key securing portions in 
Side the pockets, Shanks extending through the 
slots and finger contact portions externally of 
the slots. s. - - - - 
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