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To all whony it may concern: o

Be it known that I, THOMAS G. BENNETT,
of New Haven, in the county of New Haven
and Stateof Connecticut, haveinvented anew
Improvementin Lever-Guns;-and Idohereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings and the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—-

Figure 1, a broken view, in side elevation,

of a gun construeted in accordance with my
invention; Fig.2,a detached broken view of
the rear end of the lever, showing the adapta-
tion of its bow to form a yielding hook.
" My invention relates to an improvement in
that elass of portable firearms called *‘lever-
guns,” for the reason that they are operated
by a swinging operating or finger lever, the
object being to provide for the antomatic lock-
ing of the levers of such guns in their closed
positions in such a manner that they may be
unlocked without appreciable effort.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sistsin an operating or finger lever having its
bow pivoted to its shank and adapted to act
as a.locking-hook for locking the lever in its
closed position.

My invention further consists in certain
details of .construction and combinations of
parts, as will be hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the claims.

In carrying out my invention as herein
shown the bow A of the operating or finger
lever, which also comprises a shank A’ and
two arms A? A% is adapted to discharge the
office of a hook by forming an undercut A®in
its forward upper corner, thereby producing,
as it were, a forwardly-turned nose A*, hav-
ing a rounded or beveled operating-face AJ,
all clearly shown in Fig. 2. Theforward lower
corner of the said bow is knuckle-jointed in
the usual manner of forming such joints to
the rear end of the shank A’ of the lever, the
bow and shank being pivotally connected by
means of a heavy horizontally-arranged pin
B, on which the bow swings within the very
narrowlimits permitted by the stop-shoulders
o and ¢’ @' of the knuckle-joint. Between
the lower pair of stop-shoulders ¢ ¢’ Tlocate

aplunger C,extendingintoa pocket C',formed
to receive it in the shank A', and also con-
taiiing a light coiled spring C?, by which the
plunger is operated. The bow as thus con-
structed forms, as it were, a yielding locking-
hook for the operating or finger lever and
may properly be called a ‘‘hook.” Tt coacts,
as shown, with a depending yielding  frame-
hook D, having a rearwardly-turned nose D/,
formed with a rounded or beveled operating-
face D2 - This hook I call the *‘frame-hook”
because, broadly speaking, it is connected
with and depends from the frame of the gun;
but I-do not wish to be understood as refer-
ring to any particular part of the gun by the
term ‘““frameof the gun.” Asshown, the said
frame-hook depends from and swings upon
the pin D3 by means of which the rear end of
the link Eis connected with the frame of the
gun. Theforward end of the said linkis con-
nected by a pin I’ with the arms A® of the
lever, while the forward ends of the said arms
A? are connected in any approved manner
with 1he breech-bolt I, which is maintained
in its locked position by a vertically-movable
recoil-block G, the lower end of which is en-
gaged by the hooked forward end of the link
E. These details of construetion, however,
need neither to beshown or described, as they
may be of any approved construction and do
not form a part of this present invention,
which is applicable to lever-guns however
constructed and not confined to use with such
alever-gun as hereinshown.  Thesaid frame-
hook D is free to turn within very narrow
limits upon the pin D?® and -:is yieldingly
pushed rearward by means of a plunger H,
engaging with its forward edge and encircled
by a spring II', the said plunger and spring
beinglocated, asshown, ina pocket H? formed
for their reception in thelink E. This frame-
hook, however constructed and arranged, con-
stitutes the locking member with which the
pivotal spring-actuated bow of the operating
or finger lever coacts.

It will be understood that just before the
operating or finger lever is brought into its
fally-closed position the beveled operating-
face A’ of the nose A* of the yielding lever-
hook formed by its bow A will engage with
the beveled operating-face D? of the nose D’
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~ of the fram‘e-hook D. The spring H' engir-
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-allowing the frame-hook D to yield and move

closed position for locking it therein.
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cling the plunger H will then he compressed,

forward for the interlocking of the nases A4
and D’ of the two hooks. Just as soon as the
nose A* passes above the nose D' the spring
H' willreassertitself and push the frame-hook
D rearward, so as to interlock the two hooks,-
whereby the operating or finger lever is posi-
tively held in its closed position and pre-

vented from being disturbed in position by |

the recoil following the explosion of a car-
tridge in the chamber of the gun-barrel.

When it'is desired to open the gun, its user,
whose fingers are passed through the bow of
the lever, exerts a slight outward movement
with the backs of his fingers, whereby the.
spring C? will be compressed, permitting the
bow to turn on the pin B and the nose A! to
be cleared from the nose D'. _

In view of the changes suggested and of
others which may obviously be made I would
have it understood that I do not limit myself
to the exact construction shown, but hold my-
self at liberty to make such changes and al-
terations as fairly fall within the spirit and
scope of my invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
Tclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Tn alever-gun, the combination with an
operating or finger lever having its bow piv-
oted to its shank, and having its said bow
constructed at its forward upper corner to
act as a hook; of means connected with the
frame of the gun for being engaged by the
pivotal bow when the lever is brought into its

2. In alever-gun, the combinatign with an
operating or finger lover having jts bow piv-
oted to its shank, and having its said bow

40

constructed at its forward upper corner with .

an undercut forming a nose; of a frame-hook
depending from the frame of the gun in po-
sition to be engaged by the nose of the piv-

“otal bow of the lever when the lever is brought

into its closed position in which it is locked
by the coaction of the nose and the hook.

3. In alever-gun, the combination with an
operating or finger lever having its bow piv-
oted to its shank, and constructed to act as
a hook, a spring coacting with the said piv-
otal bow, and a yielding frame-hook depend-
ing from the frame of the gun in position to
be engaged by the pivotal bow when the lever
is brought into its elosed position, for lock-
ing it in that position. o

4. In alever-gun, the.combination with an
operating or finger lever having its bow
knuckle-jointed to its shank, and the two
parts constructed with stop-shoulders limit-
ing the pivotal movement of the bow, a spring
located below the said joint and coacting with
the bow to lift it into its locking position;
and a yielding lever-hook depending from the
frame of the gun in position to be engaged
by the pivotal bow when the lever is broaght
into its closed position, for locking the same
therein. _ Y o

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presenge of two subserib-
ing witnesses. ‘ o
THOMAS G. BENNETT.
Witnesses: o ’

- DANIEL H. VEADER,

THOMAS C. JOHNSON.
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