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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM. C. WAN ALLEN, OF PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR TO U. S. AUTO 

MATIC ADVERTISING COMPANY, OF PORTERVILLE, CALIFORNIA, A CORPORATION 
OF CALIFORNIA, 

1,058,207. Specification of Letters Patent. 

ADVERTISING-MACHINE. 

Patented Apr. 8, 1913. 
Application filed April 4, 1912. Serial No. 688,367. 

To all whom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. C. WAN 

ALLEN, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at the city of Porterville, in the county 
of Tulare and State of California, have in 
vented new and useful Improvements in Ad 
vertising-Machines, of which the following 
is a specification. 
In advertising machines it is of prime im 

portance to have as many attractive features 
connected thereto as possible, as thereby the 
interest of more people will be attracted to 
the machine and more people will be induced 
to read the advertisements thereon than with 
a machine of lesser attractive features. 

It is the object of the present invention to 
provide a machine of simple construction 
and operation having a large number of at 
tractive features connected therewith where 
by the opportunity to peruse the paid ad 
vertisements thereon will be presented to a 
large number of persons. 
In the drawings forming a part of this 

application: Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of my improved advertising machine, partly 
broken away for illustrating the internal 
mechanism. Fig. 2 is an enlarged side eleva 
tion of the mechanism for operating the 
movable information sheets. Fig. 3 is an 
edge elevation of the parts shown in Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a detail of a fragment of a movable 
panel and guide wire. 

In my preferred form the machine con 
sists of a casing or cabinet 5. In the central 
portion of the front face of the cabinet is a 
glass panel 6, and intermediate the glass 
panel and the back of the machine is a 
wooden panel 7 which I will designate as 
the stationary information panel. On this 
information panel will be found general in 
formation relating to the city in which the 
particular machine is located, such as the 
population, location of the churches, depot, 
public library, principal hotels and like mat 
ters which generally interest strangers. 
Around the glass panel are side panels 9, bot 
tom panels 10 and top panels 11 preferably of 
wood, which are arranged for placing thereon 
the advertisements of different professional 
men or tradesmen of the city or elsewhere. 
Behind the bottom panel are movable infor 
mation panels which are preferably made of 
sheet metal. On each of these movable infor 
mation panels will be found general informa 
tion relating to some particular adjacent 

city. These movable information panels are 
s Suspended by cords attached at each 

elC. 
The suspending cords at one end are 

shown in Fig. 1 and are numbered 12. These 
movable panels are guided in their vertical 
movements by wires 13 near each end which 
are rigidly secured to the cabinet. These 
wires pass through guide eyes 14 secured 
upon the panels as best shown in Fig. 4. 
Cords 12 pass upwardly behind small idler 
pulleys 15 and thence around driving pulleys 
16 at one end and around similar sized idler 
pulleys at the other end around which they 
make One revolution and then pass down on 
the rear side of the pulleys to and are at 
tached to weights 17 which move vertucaily 
in weight boxes 18. These cords are prefer 
ably fastened to the top of the pulleys to 
prevent their slipping on the same. It will 
be understood that the driving pulleys and 
the idler pulleys alternate and are mounted 
partly at one side of the top portion of the 
cabinet and partly at the other side; that 
the driving pulley for one movable panel is 
at one side and the idler pulley for that 
panel is at the other side, and the next panel 
has its pulleys reversely situated. The pull 
leys at each side are mounted on a common 
shaft one of which, 19, is shown in the draw 
ings. These shafts are mounted in suitable 
bearings secured to the cabinet. To each op 
erating pulley is secured a pinion 20 which 
meshes with a gear 21. Gear 21 is mounted 
upon a shaft 22 which is secured in a bear 
ing plate 23. These bearing plates are se 
cured to a suitable support 24 attached to 
the cabinet in any suitable manner. It will 
be understood that these bearing plates are 
adjacent to each operating pulley and that 
shaft 19 also passes through a corner of the 
same. Attached to each gear 21 is a pinion 
25 that meshes with a rack bar 26. Each rack 
bar projects through panel 11 and is provided 
with an operating rod 27 on the outer end of 
which is a knob or push button having a flat 
face on which is placed the name of the city 
to which the information carried by the 
movable panel controlled by that particular 
rack bar relates. 
In the drawings I have shown a machine 

having one stationary and ten movable in 
formation panels but the number may be 
greater or less as desired. 

It will be understood that these machines 
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are intended to be placed in public places 
such as depots, hotel lobbies and like places 
where people with more or less spare time 
congregate. Should any of these people de 
sire information about an adjacent city he 
pushes the rack bar inwardly which has the 
name of that city thereon. Immediately the 
movable information panel rises before the 
stationary information panel and he reads 
what is placed thereon. He then releases the 
pressure on the rack bar, when the panel de 
scends and the stationary panel is again in 
view. A rest or holding bar 28 is provided 
for supporting the hand while holding the 
rack bar pushed inwardly. Any other mov 
able panel can be brought into view in the 
She ale. 
By this construction a compact advertis 

ing machine of simple construction and 
operation is provided. - 
Having described my invention what I 

claim is: 
An advertising machine comprising a 

1,058,207 

cabinet having a centrally disposed trans 
parent panel; a stationary information panel 
back of the transparent panel; movable in 
formation panels below and in front of the 
stationary panel, means to operate said mov 

25 

able panels comprising cords secured to the 
outer ends of said movable panels; pulleys 
mounted in the cabinet above the trans 
parent panel over which said cords run; 
counter balancing weights on the other ends 
of said cords; means to operate certain of 
said pulleys comprising a train of gears 
operatively connected to each operated pull 
ley; and rack bars for operating said trains 
of gears. 
In witness that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto subscribed my name this 10th 
day of March, 1912. 

WILLIAM C. WAN ALLEN. 
Witnesses: 

H. SMITH, 
P. GAFVERT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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