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This invention relates to utility cases and a
rincipal object of the invention is to provide

a case or receptacle for receiving an object with-

out the necessity of opening a closure for the
-8 receptacle, maintaining the cobject in concealed
or protected position, while at the same time the
object is readily accessible for-instant use with-
oui the necessity of again opening any closure
element on the receptacle.

In scme aspects, my improved case has the
characteristics of a novel and attractive toy, vari-
ous embodiments of the same being possible in
entertaining-and amusing, and at the same time
utilitarian, articles for personal use by men,
women, and children.

‘In the present instance, I have 111ustr ted the
invention as embodied in a case for pencils or
the like, one form -of which may be advantage-
ously employed as a pencil box by school chil-
-20 dren, for example, or which, in another form,
may be adapted as an adjunct to -a card index
cabinet, bridge table, or similar article.

The invention will be more fully explained by
reference to the accompanying drawing, -in
which—

PFigure 1 is a plan view, partly in section, of
cne form of case embodying my invention;

_ Figure 2 is a section taken on the line 2—2 of
Figure 1, vut showing a different operative posi-
tion of the parts;

Figure 3 is a section taken on the line 3—3
of Figure 1, and being partly an end elevatlon
of the case; and

Wigure 4 is a view similar-to Flgure 1.0of a
modified form of the invention.

Referring in detail to Figures 1, 2 and 3 of
the drawing, the case of the invention may in-
clude a box-like rectangular receptacle 1 which
may be conveniently made of cardboard or other
inexpensive material with its outer surface ap-
propriately decorated to enhance the appear-
ance of the case. The receptacle 1 may be of
sufficient width to receive abreast in parallel re-
lation in a single plane a number of objects
such as the pencils 2, 3 and 4 of the various
lengths, pen 5 and ruler 6. In accordance with
my invention, the receptacle 1 is desirably im-
perforate except for the apertures 7, 8, 9, 10 and
11 in one end of the receptacle which receive
respectively the objects above referred to, means
being carried by the receptacle for yieldingly
retaining the objects therein and projecting
them partially through the said apertures, while
still yieldingly supporting the objects.

-68  As shown in Figures 1 to 3, inclusive, such
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retaining or gripping means is represented by
the hollow T-shape holder 12 having the head
13 disposed transversely of the receptacle 1 and
the leg 14 extending longitudinally of the re-
ceptacle, the holder 12 being shorter in overall 80
length than the receptacle 1 and therefore mov-
able longitudinally thereof, for the purpose pres-
ently poinfed out. Said holder also may he
conveniently formed of cardboard, for example.

To receive the objects shown, the holder 12 85
is provided with passages 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19
therein registering substantially with the aper-
tures 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, respectively, so that
when the chjects 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, respectively,
are passed thiough said apsertures, they will be
received in the said passages in the -holder.
Since the passages extend entirely through the
head 13 of the T-shape holder 12, the holder
accommodates itself to objects of different
lengths as shown. The passages 15, 16, 17 and
18 are relatively narrow to snugly receive the
cylindrical objects such as the pens and pencils
therein and  within each of these passages, T
place resilient gripping members, such as the
sponge rubber pads 20, for example, two in 8
each passage on opposite sides thereof and
which may be retained in the passages by paper
flaps 21 integral with the holder 12 and injected
into the passages, the pads 20 being suitably ad-
hered to the flaps 21 and held in the passages
between said flaps and the walls of the passages
in operative position to oppositely engage. the
object received in the passage and be compressed
thereby sufficiently to frictionally grip the ob-
ject, while at the same time permitting it to
be withdrawn from the receptacle 1 against the
force of the resilient pads 20 or to be pushed
along said pads and through the passages.

The central passage 19 is desirably elongated
transversely of the receptacle fto receive the
wider object, such as the ruler 6, therein and
the passage 19 may be conveniently continued
through the leg 14 of the holder which thus re-
ceives the ruler therein. The passage 19 is pro-
vided with transversely elongated gripping mem-
bers 22, otherwise similar to the members 20 and
which are retained by the flaps 23, otherwise
similar to the flaps 21.

‘To urge the holder 12 toward the apertured
end of the receptacle 1, I provide resilient means
carried by the receptacle which is here repre-
sented by the elastic strip 24 anchored to. one -
end of the receptacle as at 25, and secured at its
other end to the holder 12 as at 26, in this in-
stance the end of the leg 14 farthest removed
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from the apertured end of the receptacle. When
the holder 12 is thus moved longitudinally of
the receptacle away from the apertured end
thereof, the strip 24 is under tension and urges
the holder toward the apertured end of the re-
ceptacle. To guide the holder 12 in its movement
in the receptacle, so that the passages in the
holder are in register with the apertures in the
receptacle, the receptacle may be provided with a
tunnel portion 27 which snugly and telescopi-
cally receives the leg 14, the end of the strip
24 as at 25 being secured to the receptacle by
cooperation with the tunnel portion 27, this tun-
nel portion beinz here shown as a relatively
small rectangular member suitably adhered to
the inner walls of the receptacle 1 centrally
thereof and having the tsrmination of the strip
24 engaged between the portion 27 and the wall
of the receptacle.

I desirably provide trigger-released detent
means associated with the receptacle 1 and
holder 12 for maintaining the holder in retracted
position against the force of the elastic strip 24.
As shown in Figures 1 to 3, inclusive, the re-
ceptacle 1 may be provided with an internal
shoulder 28 spaced from the apertured end of the
receptacle and adjacent the end of the holder
12 nearest the apertures. To engage with said
shoulder the head 13 of the holder 12 may have
suitably attached thereto, as at 29, the spring
tongue 80, the free end 31 of which normally
abuts the shoulder 28 to prevent movement of
the holder i2 toward the apertured end of the
receptacle and to space it from the apertures.
A flexible trigger 32 suitably secured to the wall
of the receptacle, as at 33, has its free end 34
engageakle with the spring tongue 30 to flex the
said tongue out of contact with the shoulder 28.

A button 35 secured to the trigger 32 and pro-
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jected through a hole 36 in the receptacle 1 is
manually depressible to actuate the trigger 32 as
described to cause the holder 12 to bz urged by
the elastic strip 24 toward the apertured end of
the receptacle 1 and to partially project the ob-
jects, such as the pencils, pen and ruler there-
from, as shown in dotted lines in Figure 1 and
in full lines in Figure 2. Thus these objects are
readily accessible to be gripped by the fingers
of the user and withdrawn from the receptacle
against the force of the resilient pads 20 and 22.
Until so withdrawn, however, the objects are
supported by the holder 12 as described and any
one of the objects may be selected to be removed
from the receptacle without disturbing the re-
mainder of the objects. For example, the pencil
2 might be selected to be withdrawn completely
from the receptacle for use and any one of the
remaining objeects meay be pressed upon to re-
tract the holder 12 within the receptacle and to
restore the parts to the position shown in full
lines in Figure 1, wherein the objects are sub-
stantially concealed and protected. When it is
desired to re-enter the pencil 2, for example,
within the receptacle 1, the pencil may be in-
serted through the aperture 7 and into the pas-
sage 15 of the holder 12 regardless of whether
the holder is in the position shown in Figure 1
or Figure 2. If the holder be in the position
shown in Figure 1, the pencil 2 will be pressed
by the pads 20, in resilient engagement there-
with, without movement of the holder 12, since
said holder is in its farthest retracted position
as determined by the dimensions of the parts.
On the other hand, if the holder 12 should be in
the position shown in Figure 2 when the pencil 2
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is inserted, the grip of the resilient pads 20 on
the pencil is sufficiently strong to cause the
holder 12 to be retracted as the pencil is pushed
into the receptacle. When the holder reaches
the Iimit of its retracted position, as shown in
Figure 1, the pencil then moves through the
passage in the holder until the outer end of the
pencil is substantially flush with the apertured
end of the receptacle. The elastic strip 24 is de-
sirably of such length that the holder 12 reaches
the limit of its retracted position without over-
distending the elastic strip, thus safeguarding
the life of the strip.

‘As shown in Figure 4, the receptacle 37 may
be desirably narrow to accommodate a single
pencil 38 and the holder 39 may be in the form
of a soft cardboard tube movable longitudinally
and shiftable laterally in the receptacle 37. The
elastic strip 40 may be anchored at one end
as at 41 to the interior of the receptacle 37
and at its other end, as at 42, secured to the
tube 39 at its end most remote from the aper-
ture 43 in the receptacle 37 through which the
pencil 38 is inserted. The bore 44 of the tube
39 may be in substantial alignment with the
aperture 43, while permitting the tube to be
shifted slighfly in the receptacle to engage an
internal shoulder 45 therein against the force
of the elastic strip 40, said strip being dis-
tended when the tube 39 is out of engagement
with the shoulders 45. In this modification, to
maintain the tube 39 normally in engagement
with the shoulder 45, I may provide the sponge
rubber pad 46 suitably adhered to the inner wall
of the receptable 37 transversely opposite the
shoulder 45 and yieldingly maintaining engage-
ment of the tube and shoulder. To release the
tube 39 to the action of the resilient strip 40,
I may provide a button 47 depressible from the
outside of the receptacle to move the tube later-
ally away from the shoulder 45 against the ac-
tion of the resilient pad 456. The entire tube
39 with its bore 44 normally of slightly less
diameter than the pencil 38, may be formed
of resilient material to yieldingly grip the pen-
cil for the purpose pointed out.

As here shown the form in which my inven-
tion is embodied in Figures 1, 2 and 3 is adapted
for use as a children’s school box, for example,
while the form shown in Figure 4 may be se-
cured to a bridge table, for instance, where the
pencil 38 would be concealed and protected while
maintained in position for instant use upon
pressing of the button 47.

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. As an article of manufacture, in combina-
tion, a receptacle for receiving an object there-
in; gripping means carried by the receptacle for
releasably gripping the object, said gripping
means being movable with respect to the re-
ceptacle to retract the object therein; resilient
means associated with the receptacle and the
gripping means and urging the gripping means
outwardly of the receptacle to project the ob-
ject therefrom; detent means associated with
the gripping means and the receptacle for hold-
ing the gripping means in retracted position
against the force of said resilient means; and
means for disengaging the detent means.
~ 2. As an article of manufacture, in combina-
tion, a receptacle for receiving an object therein;
resilient gripping means carried by the receptacle
for yieldingly gripping the object, said gripping
means being movable with respect to the re-
‘ceptacle to retract the object therein; resilient
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means associated with the recepfacle and the
gripping means and urging the gripping means
ocutwardly of the receptacle to project the ob-
ject therefrom; detent means associated with
the gripping means and the receptacle for hold-
ing the gripping means in retracted position
against the force of said resilient means; and
means for disengaging the detent means,

3. An article of manufacture including a re-
ceptacle; an aperture in the receptacle; a holder
movable in the receptacle toward and from the
aperture, said holder having a passage there-
through registering with the aperture; resilient
means urging the holder toward the aperture;
and trigger released defent means engaging the
holder and retaining it in retracted position from
said aperture.

4, As an article of manufacture, in combina-
tion, a receptacle; an aperture therein; an ob-
ject received in the aperture; a holder movable
in the receptacle toward and away from said
aperture, said holder having a passage there-
through registering with the said aperture and
said object being received in said passage; re-
silient means urging the holder toward the
aperture; resilient gripping means in the pas-
sage of the holder and yieldingly gripping the
cbject, whereby the holder may be retracted from
said aperture by the object against the force
of the first resilient means and thereafter the
object may be moved inwardly of the receptacle
and the holder against the force of second said
resilient means; detent means for retaining the
holder in retracted position against the force
of first said resilient means; and a trigger for
disengaging the detent means, whereby the
holder projects the object outwardly of the aper-
ture in the receptacle but continues to yieldingly
grip the object.

5. In a structure of the class described, the
combination of a receptacle; a holder in said re-
ceptacle movable with respect thereto; an object
received in said receptacle and said holder; and
means carried by the receptacle for moving the
holder with respect to the receptacle to project
the object therefrom, said object being yieldingly
gripped and supported by said holder.

6. In a structure of the class described, the
combination of a receptacle; an object received
therein; a holder in said receptacle having lim-
ited movement with respect thereto; yieldable
gripping means carried by the holder and fric-
tionally engaging the object, whereby the holder
is normally retractable in the receptacle by press-
ing the object into the receptacle but said ob-
ject is also movable with respect to the holder
when the holder reaches the limit of its move-
ment in the receptacle; and means carried by the

3

receptacle for moving the holder in the opposite
direction to project the object from the re-
ceptacle.

7. As an article of manufacture, a narrow re-
ceptacle having an aperfure in one end thereof;
an elongated tube in said receptacle and mov-
able longitudinally and laterally thereof, said
tube being substantially aligned with said aper-
ture; a shoulder in said receptacle spaced from
said aperture and engageable with one end of the
tube; an elastic member anchored at one end
to the receptacle adjacent the end of the tube
with which the shoulder is engageable and hav-
ing its other end secured to the other end of the
tube most remote from said aperture, said elas-
tic member beind distended when said tube is
in engagement with the shoulder; a resilient
pad upon the inner wall of the receptacle trans-
versely opposite the said shoulder and yieldably
maintaining the tube in engagement with the
shoulder; a button carried by the wall of the
receptacle and passing therethrough to engage
the tube, said button being depressible to move
the tube laterally in the recepfacle to disengage
it from the shoulder against the force of the
resilient pad, whereby the elastic member will
project the tube toward the aperture in the re-
ceptacle; and resilient walls' within the tube
whereby the tube may yieldingly grip a pencil
or the like received therein.

8. As an article of manufacture, a rectangular
box-like receptacle having apertures in one end
thereof; a T-shape holder in said receptacle and
movable longitudinally thereof, said holder hav-

ing passages therein substantially aligned with 1

said apertures, one of said passages being in the
leg of the T-shape holder; a tunnel portion in
the receptacle telescopically receiving the said
leg; an elastic strip anchored to the end of the
tunnel member first receiving the said leg and
secured to the leg, whereby the strip is under
tension when the said leg is received in said
tunnel member to the extent of its movement
therein; a shoulder in said receptacle spaced
from the apertures and adjacent the end of the
head of the T-shape holder; a spring tongue
carried by the said head and normally sngaging
the shoulder to space the holder from the said
end of the receptacle having the apertures
therein; a trigger carried by the wall of the re-
ceptacle and engageable to flex the said tongue
out of engagement with the shoulder; a button
carried by the trigger and projected through
the wall of the receptacle to be manually de-
pressible; and resilient pads in the said passages
adjacent the end of the holder adjacent the
said apertures.
MELVIN GOLDMAN.
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