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The invention relates to back rests of the
character shown in my Patent No. 1,740,791
issued December 24, 1929, and has for an
object to effect improvements in the appliance

5 contributing to its efficiency and the comfort
of the user. It is a purpose to afford & com-
bined back and heacf rest which will be free
from ungainly appearance, and also liable
in a minimum degree to impairment by dam-

10 age to the attaching devices. A further im-
ortant object is to provide a back rest uti-
Ezing suction cup attaching devices, in which
the cups will be protected from access of
fouling material, such as soapy water, hair,
15 and other matter in suspension in the bath
water or afloat thereon. To this end it is an
aim to enable the incorporation of the suc-
tion cups’in such manner that they will be
completely sealed from access casually while
20 attached to a tub, yet will be of that construc-
tion recognized as most efficient in attaching
devices of this kind, including the utilization
of an extremely thin edge on the suction cup,
freedom of the cup from contact with heavy
25 parts of the pad while in course of applica-
tion or after being applied, and permitting
the use of the most effective material for con-
struction of the cup-while enabling the pro-
duction of the body of the rest in different
30 meterials more satisfactory for the rest, or
more economical for use therein. :

"It is an aim also to enable the use of the
rest in alternative peculiar ways, as, for a
neck support or as a head rest, acco;-éing as

35 may be gesired in addition to its function as
a back rest; and further to afford a novel form
of head and neck rest.

It is also an important aim to present a rest
of this character which, when applied to the

40 gide of a tub will have less the appearance
of an addition than an integral or normal
unitary element thereof.

Ad?i'tional objects, advantages and fea-
tures of invention reside in the construction,

45 arrangement and combination of parts, as
will be understood from the following de-
-seription and accompanying drawing, where-

in
_ Figure 1 is a front view of a rest embody-
80 ing my invention and applied to a tub,

Figure 2 is a lateral edge view thereof. .

" Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical section
on the line 3—38 of%f‘li]gure 1 :

- Figure 4 is a horizontal section on the line
4—4 of Figure 1. ) 55

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 8 of -
a modification.

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 3, of
a further modification.

Figure 7 shows how the cups 16 may be %0
formed integrally on the reinforcing and'
mounting strip 26 corresponding to the strip
17 before described. : :

There is illustrated a back and head rest
10 for bath tubs 11, although the invention 65
is not limited to such application, be it under-
stood, and may be found to have utility else-
where and adaptable to various other uses,
within the scope of the claims. It may be
applied to various styles of tubs, upon all of 70
which it will tend to snugly lie against the
inner face of the tub and present a neat ap-
pearance, as. well as attaining the special
objects and advantages above stated.

The rest preferab dy comprises an elastic 75
bOdge portion molded integrally in sponge
rubber in accordance with familiar practice
in production of rubber articles of such ma-
terial, and may be of such contour in plan as
best meets the requirements of the uses in- 80
volved. As shown, it is substantially rec-
tangular, the upger edge being preferably
curved and extended upwardly at its central
part 12 a distance. The back face 13 of the
article is preferably planiform initially, al-
though readily yieldable to distortion to con-
form to the curved faces of tubs, and to per-
mit its upper edge to yield to the pressure
of the head, as will be described. The di-
mensions of the rest in one embodiment are
such that when the article is fastened against
the inner sids of a tub at one end, with its
upé)er .part in position to receive the head
and shoulders of a user seated upon the bot-
tom of the tub the lower part will be so dis- %
posed as to afford support and cushion for
the hips of such a person. The upper part
has corners 14, between which the curved edge
12 is formed, and in the back face of the rest
a short distance below the upper edge, there 1%
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are formed recesses 15 in suitable number on
a horizontal line, within each of which a suc-
tion cup 16 is incorporated. In the present
instance, a strip of reinforcement 17 is incor-
porated in the body of the pad alined with
the recesses and being exposed in each of the
recesses 15. This reinforcement may be of
various kinds, the purpose being for it to be
the supported part immediately engaged with
the suction cups, and serving to prevent the
body of the rest from becoming distorted,
weakened or worn by long continued tugging
of the rest this way and that, from the nor-
mal initial position. This- reinforcement
may be of elastic or hard rubber strap mate-
rial, or may be of metal or other stiffening
material. Made in rubber quite flexible and
elastic, it has been found to be highly satis-
factory and effective. It may be of semi-
rigid rubber or other material. The suction
cup may be formed integrally on the rein-
forcement, or may be formed as a separate
element having a shank portion 18 with a
knobbed extremity, insertable through aper-
tures 19 in the reinforcement 17. By this
arrangement new suction cups may be quickly
substituted for deteriorated ones, by simply
pulling the old ones out and inserting the
shanks of the new cups. The member 17 may
form the back wall or extreme inner part of
each recess 15, and the material of the rest
immediately back of the reinforcement may be
separable therefrom so as to permit the knobs
of the cups to be properly inserted.

The upper part of the rest is substantially
thickened to form a pillow part 20 on the
front face, and extending on to the central
upper portion 21 within and immediately be-
low the curved edge 12. This thickened por-
tion is also centrally recessed on a medial line
forming a sort of groove 22.in which the head
or neck, or both, of the user may rest.

The recess 15 may be formed by providing a
suitable lug on the face of the mold to shape
the recess, as in Figure 6, or as in Figure 3
the body of the rest may comprise a plain
planiform sheet 23 of sponge rubber of mod-
erate thickness with circular apertures 24 en-
tirely therethrough located in a position and
relation corresponding to the recesses 15. To
the face of this there is then secured the pillow
section 25, which is formed with a planiform
back face vulcanized to the sheet 23. The
pillow section is so shaped and of just suffi-
cient size to afford a raised part correspond-
ing in size and shape to that 20 shown in Fig-
ures 1 and 2, when it is affixed to the sheet
23. For this purpose a vertical section
through the pillow section 25 is substantially
of the same shape as one-half of a longitudi-
nal section of a pear, inverted, its upper part
rising abruptly from the sheet 23 while its
lower part is tapered to a very thin edge
meeting the face of the sheet 23 at a practi-
cally imperceptible angle.

1,898,272

In the attachment of the suction cups it
may be found preferable to form them inte-
grally on a strap 26 of elastic rubber corre-
sponding to the form and location of the
reinforcement 17 before referred to and also
serving the same purpose, this strap 26 being
materially thickened so that it affords ma-
terial support to the parts of the rest inter-
vening between the suction cups. In case of
the one-piece back rest and pillow, the cup
strip 26 may be suspended in the mold so as
to become integrally incorporated, with the
sponge rubber and afford in the latter a band
of dense elastic rubber which will resist tear-
ing apart of the cells of the sponge rubber
adjacent the suction cups by unusual strains
on the cups, or upon the rest when the cups
are attached to a tub or the like. The cups
in any of the forms indicated are so located
in the recesses of the rest that the lips clear
the sides of the recesses, and when the rest
is adjusted in proper location within a bath
tub where it is desired to attach it, the face
of the rest immediately behind or over the
respective recess may be pressed by the thumb
or finger, the cup being thereby flattened out
against the face of the tub and the air more
or less completely exhausted therefrom. Re-
lief of the manual pressure permits the cup
by its inherent resilience to tend to return
to normal form with greater depth and space
content, thereby producing the usual vacuous
condition as is well understood in such de-
vices, and whereby the cup is held fixed upon
the tub as a fastening and support. In this
condition the distance from the plane of the
lip of the cup at the face of the engaged
tub surface to the inner face of the bottom
of the recess 15 is less than the depth of the
recess. Consequently, the adjacent face sur-
faces of the rest are pressed firmly against
the face of the tub, causing the back face of
the rest to lie snugly against the wall of the
tub and holding the edges of the recesses 15
with especial firmness against the face of the
tub excluding all water or foreign material
from the cup and preserving the cup against
rapid deterioration, as will be understood.
The appliance will, consequently, require less

. frequent removal for cleaning.

As in Figure 6, the cup 15 may be formed
with a base or attaching flange 32 on the ex-
tremity of the shank. This flange may be
cemented to the bottom of the recess or to any
object requiring to be suspended by such a
device.

I claim :—
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1. In a rest of the character described, a

sponge rubber pad having a normally flexible
back face, recesses formed in said back face
and suction cup devices in respective recesses
constructed and arranged that when engaged
with a supporting surface their dimension
from base to lip is less than the normal depth
of the respective recesses, a reinforcement
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incorporated in the body of the pad connect-
ing the suction cups and adjacent pad por-
tions, and connecting the suction cups to each -
other. :
6 2. The article recited in claim 1 in which
* the reinforcement is formed with apertures
alined with the recesses and the cups have
resilient shanks formed with knobbed ends
adapted to be pressed through the apertures.
10 under compression. .
3. A rest of the character described com-
prising a base pad of sponge rubber sub-
stantially planiform and of uniform thick-
ness, a series of apertures being formed there-
15 through in the upper part, a pillow section of
similar material having ‘a planiform back
face united with the base pad and covering
said apertures, and suction cup devices se-
cured to the rest and located within said aper-
20 tures, the normal thickness of the base pad .
being greater than the corresponding dimen-
sion of the cups when.applied.. _
- 4. The structure of claim 3 in which a re-
inforcement is secured between the base pad
25 and pillow section in alinement with the
- apertures, said cups being connected to the
reinforcement, and lying in respective aper-
tures.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

30 MITCHEL STERN.
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