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This invention relates to tent supporting
structures and. particularly to structure for
supporting the tent at the peak thereof and
has for an object to provide a structure which

5 may be used interchangeably for furnishing
support to the tent at the peak thereof from
either the inside or the outside of the tent.

A further object is to provide a structure
for supporting a tent at the peak thereof from

10 the outside of the tent, a portion of such struc-
ture being adaptable to use as a center pole
for supporting the tent at the peak thereof
from within the tent.

A further object is to provide a structure

15 of the class hereinabove described which shall
be simple, economical, light and compact.

With the above and other objects in view,
which will more fully appear from the fol-
lowing specification and claim, the invention

20 comprises certain novel constructions, com-
binations and arrangements of parts as more
fully hereinafter described and as illustrated
in the accompanying drawings in which:

Higure I is an elevation of a peak tent sup-

25 ported from the outside by the structure
forming the subject matter of this invention.

Figure II is an enlarged view of one-half
of the supporting structure, portions being
shown in longitudinal section.

~30 Figure II1 is a view of a portion of the
structure adapted for use as a center pole.

Figure IV is a cross section on line 4—4
of Fig. IL

Figure V is a detail of the peak of the sup-

35 porting structure. .

Polygonal tents terminating in and sup-
ported at the peak are in common use, par-
ticularly for tourist purposes and such usage
requires simplicity of construction as well as

0 Jightness and compactness and economy in
the matter of expense. ‘

It is a simple and common expedient to sup-
port such a tent at the peak by means of a
center pole but the use of the center pole in-

* terferes with the full use of the comparatively

restricted space within a tent of size con-
venient for camping or tourist purposes and

it is, therefore, desirable, where full use of
the space within the tent is required, to pro-
vide means for exteriorly supporting the tent g,
from its peak. Such exterior means of sup-
port, however, are more cumbersome and
complicated than a simple center pole.

It is the primary object and purpose of the
present invention to provide within a single 55
structure the means for supporting the tent
from the peak either from within thetent by
a center pole or from without the tent by a
suitable peak supporting structure. .

~In.order to accomplish the objects herein-: g.
above and hereafter set forth, I provide two
poles formed. of -tubular sections suitably
jointed, such poles being bent to generally
conform to the outline of the tent from the

-ground ko the peak and the poles being adapt- g5
-ed to join above the peak of the tent and means
-being provided for supporting the peak of the

tent from said point of joinder of the two

poles.- . s
Inthe drawings, the tent is indicated at 1:70

‘and one of the poles shown in Fig. I has a

plurality of side sections 2 and 8 and a top

‘section 4 with'a bend 5 substantially opposite

the eaves of the tent and means as hole 6 in

-the upper end thereof for receiving a bolt 7' 75
~for joining the'two side poles together. The
-sections-are formed of metal tubing and one
-end of each section is adapted, preferably by

crimping as clearly illustrated at Figs. 1T

~and IV, to telescope into one end of the next: 80

section, whereby a rigid pole may be formed
by joining the sections in:-the manner indi-
cated. ERE ST E UA

The other pole is formed with & top section

8 corresponding to the section 4-and one side. 85

-~gection 9 may correspond with section 3. A

section 10 is provided having one end crimped
in the manner above indicated and having a

pin 11in the other end thereof. Section 12 of
the second side pole is adapted to receive the #0
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crimped ends of the adjoining sections at both -
ends of the section 12.

A hook 18 depends from the bolt 7 between
the sections 4 and 8 of the supporting poles
and from this hook the peak 14 of the tent is
supported as by the looped rope 15.

For further steadying the tent, loops 16
may be provided at the eaves of the tent and
these may be attached to the poles by suitable
means as chains 17.

The lower end of the section 2 may be pro-
vided with a plug 2¢ for closing the end to
prevent the entrance of dirt therein.

By this structure, as fully illustrated in
Fig. I, the peak of the tent may be.sup-.
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having a pin adapted to be inserted in the
ground and certain of said sections, includ-
ing said bottom section, being adapted to be
separated from said outside supporting struc-
ture and reassembled into a center pole for
supporting the peak of a tent from within,
said bottom section carrying said pin being
adapted to form the top section of said cen-
ter pole with said pin engaging the peak of
the tent.

In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature.
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ported from the outside and the use of the ™

center pole in the tent may be eliminated, thus
making available for use the entire space
within the tent. . ST )

‘When it is not necessary to have the use of

‘the entire space within the tent, that is, when

the use of the center pole will not be objection-
able, a portion of the above described struc-
ture may be taken and used as a center pole,
section 2 being used as the bottom section of
such center pole and sections 9 and 10 being
reversed so that the crimp at the end of sec-
tion 9 will set into the upper end of section 2

and the pin 11-at the end of section 10 will -

become the peak supporting pin at the upper

‘end of the pole, all as clearly illustrated at
Fig. ITL : :

"Any suitable means commonly used in the
peak of the tent for receiving the pin on the
center pole may be employed for such use in
this case and, such structures being of various

kinds and well known, are not here specifically -

shown. ' : :
The use of the center pole formed as illus-
trated at Fig. III, for supporting the peak
of the tent on the inside thereof, is- well un-
derstood and need not -be further here de-
scribed. : B

It will be understood that changes in- dé- :

tails of .construction may be made. within
the spirit and scope of the specification and
appended claim. - : ’

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
this structure for tent support may be. very

‘readily set up or taken down, both as to the

support from the outside and as to the center
pole structure and that it may be construct-
ed of very light tubing and still have ample
strength and rigidity for- the purpose for -
which it is intended and that, by reason of its

'sectional construction of light tubing mate-

rial, it may be put up in compact form for
transportation and will be of comparatively
small weight.. : C

I claim: : Ca :

In a tent supporting structure, a plurality

of outside supporting members adapted to
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support the peak of the tent from above, said

members being formed of separable sections,
the bottom section in one of said members
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