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~ 1. Claim,
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The ' present - invention relates:to the ;:jewe'lry
-art,‘and has:particular reference-to a novel:con-
struction for a snap clasp:for:link braclets-and
chains.

The prmclpal‘ob.yect of ‘tHe irivention is to pro-
vide ‘a-snap clasp for link-hracelets and.chains
which-is-readily -opened -to- permit-sepaiation: of
the bracelet or chain ends, but which cannot in-
advertently or accidentally open during use.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a snap clasp which has a multiple lock arrange-
ment for receiving the free end of a bracelet or
chain.

Still another object is to provide a snap clasp
made of a small number of stamped metal parts
which are readily assembled together.

With the above and other objects and ad-
vantageous features in view, the invention con-
sists of a novel arrangement of parts more fully
disclosed in the detailed description following,
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
and more specifically defined in the claim ap-
pended thereto,

In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an illustrative
clasp embodying the novel construction, the
parts being in open position;

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, the parts
being in closed position;

Fig. 3 is a central vertical section through
Fig. 1; and ‘

Pig. 4 is g similar section through Fig. 2.

It has been found desirable to provide a snap
clasp for link bracelets and chains which cannot
inadvertently or accidentally release the bracelet
or chain ends. 'To this end, I provide a base
made of a metal stamping which is slotted or
cut to have a forward and a rear link receiving
recess, an inner closure plate being hinged to
the forward portion of the base and seating
within the base to releasably lock the free end
of the bracelet or chain in the forward recess.
The other end of the bracelet or chain is received
in the rear recess, and is permanently locked
therein by a lock plate which is secured to the
base and extends over the rear recess to close
it. A cover plate is hinged to the rear portion
of the base and extends over and snap engages
the forward end of the inner closure plate,
whereby a. permanent lock is provided for one
end of a bracelef or chain and a double releasable
lock is provided for the other end of the brace-
let or chain. )

Referring to the drawings, which are illustra-
tive of the invention, the snap clasp 10 comprises
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2 o
a’ibase [ ‘which has a bottom wall 2 7and *two
upstanding Side wdlls 43, ‘14, “the ‘rédr end “of
the “botteom ‘wall being *éurled -to form “an' end
hirige ‘15, “The “side -walls ‘I3, 14 Have "aligned
feriward "Portibms - 18,1 T ‘which finction -as pivet
taws, ligned 'slots 18, 9 “Which ‘form :a forward
recess 20 :for-recéiving ‘thie‘end link ‘of ‘the free
end of a bracelet or chain, upright portions 2f,
22 which form a seat for a cover as herein-
after described, and aligned slots or cut-aways
23, 24 at the rear ends which form a rear recess
25 into which the end link of the other end of
the bracelet or chain is received,

An inner closure plate 26 is pivotally mounted
at the forward end of the base, the rear end of
the inner closure plate being curled to form a
hinge 27 which seats on a pivot pin 28 secured
in the side wall portions 16, {T; the closure plate
has edge lugs 29, 30 which frictionally seat be-
tween the side walls 13, 14 to releasably lock
the free end of a bracelet or chain in the for-
ward recess 20, a finger engageable lip 31, see
Fig. 4, being provided at the forward end of the
inner closure plate to facilitate opening and clos-
ing. An auxiliary lock plate 32 is mounted in
the base and has a flat portion 33 adapted to be
permanently secured to the bottom wall 12 be-
tween the side wall portions 21, 22 and an up-
wardly extending arcuate rear portion 34 which
extends towards the end hinge 15 to permanently
cover and close the rear recess 25 after the end
link of the other end of the bracelet or chain
is seated therein.

The upper portion of the base is closed by a
cover 35, of generally box type, which has two
side lugs 36, 37 depending from the rear end to
seat on a pivot pin 38 which extends through
the rear hinge 15, and depending sides 39, 40
which contact the upper edges of the side wall
portions 21, 22 as illustrated in Fig. 2 to form a
closed housing with the base, the forward end
of the cover having a depending panel 41 which
resiliently snap engages the hinge 27 of the inner
closure plate, see Fig. 4, when the closure platée
is in closed position, a finger engageable tab 42
being provided in the panel 41 to facilitate open-
ing of the cover plate.

All the parts are preferably made of stamped
metal, although any suitable material may be
used, and the assembly is simple and inexpensive.
The construction provides a2 double lock for the
free end of the bracelet or chain, as the cover
must be opened and the inner closure plate must
then be lifted to permit release. Further, the

65 inner closure plate is entirely housed within the
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bage and its finger etigageable enid {s at the rear
adjacent the cover hinge, whereby the inner clos-
ure plate cannot be inadvertently or accidentally
opened.

Although I have described a specific construe-
tional embodiment of my invention which is par-
ticularly suitable for connecting the ends of link
bracelets and link chains, it is obvious that the
novel snap clasp may be used to releasably con-
nect other articles, such as necklaces, belts and
the like, and that the size and the relative propor-
tions and arrangement of the parts may be
changed fo meet the requirements for different
uses, without departing from the spirit and the
scope of the invention as defined in the appended
claim.

Iclaim:

A snap clasp, comprising a base having a bot-
tom wall and side walls, the side walls having
aligned pivot tab forward portions and aligned
slots forming a forward recess, and the bottom
wall having a curled rear end forming an end
hinge, the side walls being spaced from the curled
rear end of the bottom wall to provide a rear re-
cess, a lock plate fixed to the base between the
side walls and having an upstanding arcuate rear
portion adapted to extend over the rear recess
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after one end link of a bracelet is positioned
therein, an inner closure plafe hingedly secured
to the side wall pivot tab forward portions and
movable to frictionally seat between the side
walls and extend over the front recess after the
other end link of the bracelet is positioned there-
in, and & cover hinged to the bottom wall curled
rear end and adapted to snap lock over the inner
closure plate. : ‘
KURT GAUPP.
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