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This invention relates to the art of roof cupolas and 
in particular has reference to an improved type of cupola 
that has an adjustable base that permits the cupola to be 
mounted over the ridge of a gable roof regardless of the 
pitch of the roof. 
While cupolas have long been used on roofs for decora 

tive and various other purposes, it has been the normal 
procedure in the past to prefit the cupola to the slant 
of the roof in question with the result that cupolas are 
normally tailored to fit a particular roof. 
While cupolas of this type have been in use for several 

years, it follows that the preparation and installation of 
the same requires a greater amount of time to accom 
plish because of the requirement that the cupola be tailor 
fit to the pitch of the roof in question. 

It has been discovered that the above described dis 
advantages can be obviated by producing a cupola that 
has an adjustable base that is designed to fit over the 
ridge of a normal gable roof with the base being adjust 
able so as to be readily attached to any existing roof of 
the gable type construction, without the requirement for 
any cutting, measuring, or trimming of any type. 

It has been further discovered that the adjustability 
advantages above discussed can also be utilized in con 
nection with flashing components that are provided on the 
cupola itself so that the cupola in question can be readily 
nailed to the roof Surface in question. 

Production of an adjustable cupola having the above 
described features accordingly becomes the principal ob 
ject of this invention with other objects thereof becom 
ing more apparent upon a reading of the following brief 
specification, considered and interpreted in the light of 
the accompanying drawings. 
Of the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the improved ad 

justable cupola. 
FIGURES 2 and 3 are vertical sectional views taken 

on the lines 2-2 and 3-3 specifically of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of a modified form 

of the invention. 
Referring now to the drawings and in particular to 

FIGURE 1, the improved adjustable cupola, generally 
designated by the numeral 10, includes a cupola housing 
11 and an adjustable base 2 that is designed for the 
purpose of properly seating the cupola with respect to a 
gable roof, with the members 11 and 12 being joined 
together to form the unitary cupola 10 as clearly shown 
in FIGURE 1. 
From the standpoint of detailed construction, the par 

ticular housing 11 shown here may be considered as hav 
ing a front side 20, a rear side 21 (FIGURE 3) and op 
posed side portions 22 and 23. 

In this regard, in the embodiment of the invention 
shown herein, the housing is, in fact, formed by the use 
of elongate angular members 24, 25, 26 (FIGURE 1) 
and 27 (FIGURE 2). Elongate decorative louvers 
30-30 are connected at their opposed ends between 
the Said angular members to span the space therebetween, 
So as to provide a four-sided ventilated appearance to the 
cupola as shown in FIGURE 1. Further, in this regard, 
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2 
a top surface 31 is provided in covering relationship to 
the components just described. 

In this regard and for the purpose of description, the 
component elements just described will be considered as 
making up the cupola housing while the remaining com 
ponents that make up the adjustable base will now be de 
scribed. 

Accordingly and referring again to FIGURE 1, it will 
be first noted that a front support member in the form 
of a flat plate 40 is shown spanning the space between 
the angular Supports 24 and 25 with the plate 40 being 
connected to said supports by the usual rivet or other 
fastening device 41-45 so as to enclose the space beneath. 
the lowermost louver 30a as shown in FIGURE 1. 
The plate 46 has a formed flange 42 that is bent at an 

acute angle with respect to the plate. Said fange 42 is 
designed to provide nailing surfaces for securing the 
cupola with respect to the roof in question. 
As shown in FIGURE 2, a similar plate 43 having a 

flange 44 is positioned at its opposed ends with respect to 
the angular Supports 26 and 27 and spans the space be 
tween said supports. This plate 43 is thus disposed in 
opposed relationship to the just described plate 40, with 
the flange 44 thereof serving to again provide a nailing 
Surface for attachment of the rear portion of the cupola 
with respect to the roof. 

In order to provide adjustment for varying roof pitches, 
as has been previously indicated, the space beneath the 
lowermost louver 30b is shown enclosed by a side closure 
panel that is generally designated by the numeral 50 
With this side closure panel 50 being in fact made up of 
a plurality of panel closure elements 51, 52, 53 and 54, 
that coact together to form an overall closure panel 
for the lower side portion of the cupola 10. 

In this regard, and referring next to FIGURES 1 and 
2, it will be noted that the panels 51, 52, 53 and 54 are 
all of quadrilateral configuration and further all include 
right angle flange projections 51a, 52a, 53a and 54a with 
these projections being intended to provide nailing sur 
faces for the purpose of securing the cupola with respect 
to the roof in question. 

Referring again to FIGURE 2 and referring first to 
the panel 51, it will be noted that the same is provided 
with an aperture 55 at the lower left hand corner so as 
to permit pivotal interconnection between the panel 5. 
and the lower end of the angular support 26. A slot 51c 
is shown disposed adjacent the opposed edge 51d of panel 
5i with this slot 51c being designed to receive a bolt 56 
that is carried by the panel 52 adjacent the edge 52b. A 
Second slot (not shown) is provided in the flange 51a 
adjacent the end 51e so as to receive the fastening bolt 
57 that is carried by the flange 52a of panel 52 as shown 
in FIGURE 1. Thus, the panel 52 is connected to the 
panel 51 in overlying adjustable relationship. 
The panel 54 is mounted in similar fashion with re 

Spect to the elongate angular support 25 and accordingly 
pin or nut 58 is shown pivotally connecting the panel 54 
With respect to the elongate angular support 25 while 
slot 54b receives pin or nut 59 that is carried by the panel 
53 with fastening pin or nut 60 also riding in a slot pro 
vided in flange 54a adjacent the edge 54c. Thus, panels 
53 and 54 are connected in a fashion similar to that 
above referred to in regard to panels 51 and 52. 

It should be noted that the nut 60 will preferably be 
of the flat head variety, as is the nut 57 connecting panels 
5 and 52, so that flanges 51a, 52a, 53a and 54a may fit 
flush with the roof as will be more fully described below. 
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The panels 52 and 53 are further pivotally pinned to 
gether by the pin or nut 61 and as a result of the afore 
mentioned structure, it will be noted that the panels 51, 
52, 53 and 54 can be moved between the full and chain 
dotted line position of FIGURE 3 as a result of the 
aforementioned pivot and slot type of connections. 

In this regard, it is preferred that the flange 52a be 
made slightly longer than the length of the panel 52 So 
that the end 52d thereof can be formed in an angle to 
overlie the flange 53a as shown in FIGURE 1. 

It is to be understood that in the particular embodi 
ment of the invention shown, the remaining opposed side 
unit is of identical configuration and accordingly would 
be made in opposite hand relationship to the panel mem 
bers just described so that further description of the re 
maining side elements is not believed necessary for the 
purpose of fully describing this invention. 

It is also to be understood that while the particular 
form of the invention shown has two opposed adjustable 
side units, the invention is not intended to be limited to 
this structure. For example, all four sides of the base 
could be constructed of panels similar to panels 51, 52, 
53 and 54. Similarly, three, two or one side could be of 
this construction with the remaining side or sides of 
identical configuration with side 40. In this manner, the 
cupola can be utilized on roofs of varied construction. 

In use or operation of the improved device, it will be 
first assumed that the component parts have been as 
sembled as indicated and at this time, it is merely neces 
sary that the flanges of the side closure elements be ad 
justed until the same are flush with the roof and at this 
time and in the event that the elements 56, 57 and 59, 60 
are bolts, the same may be merely tightened so as to lock 
the side closure panel in the appropriate angular rela 
tionship. Following this, the front flange 42 and the 
rear flange 44 can be nailed in place on the roof followed 
by the nailing in place of the flange elements 51a, 52, 
53a and 54a. It is understood, that the order in which 
the flanges are secured to the roof is a matter of choice. 
When all sets of side panels are in place, the unit is 

completely installed and no further work is required. 
With regard to the preferred material employed, the 

invention has been illustrated in connection with an alu 
minum or other lightweight type of metallic structure 
although it is to be understood that the principle of ad 
justable closure panels herein involved could be equally 
utilized with wood or other material that could be ad 
justed in the same fashion. It will further be noted that 
the use of the slots in the panel elements 51 and 54 per 
mits the attainment of an infinite number of roof angles 
between the various flange elements of the side closure 
panels. Also, this structure permits locating of the cu 
pola out of central line relationship with respect to the 
ridge so that the cupola can be shifted forwardly for in 
creased angular positions if desired. 
FIGURE 4 shows an improved form of the invention 

in which the slots of panels 54 and 51 have been elimi 
nated. This is accomplished by having the flanges 5a 
and 54.a formed with lips or flanges 54e which telescopi 
cally receive the flanges 52a and 53a respectively. The 
flanges 52a and 53a are thus slidably received within 
these lips. In this manner, the adjustable features of the 
side closure panels are retained. 
The operation of the improved device of FIGURE 4 is 

identical to that above described except that when the 
panels are in the desired angular disposition, it is merely 
necessary to crimp or pinch the lips of flanges 51a and 
54a upon the flanges 52a and 53a at which time the angul 
lar relationship of the panels becomes fixed. At that 
time the various flange members may be nailed in place 
and the unit will then be completely installed. 
While a full and complete description of the invention 

has been made in accordance with the dictates of the 
patent statutes, it is to be understood that the invention is 
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4 
not intended to be limited to the original embodiment 
herein shown. 

Accordingly, modifications of the invention may be 
resorted to without departing from the spirit, hereof or 
the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An adjustable cupola for use on the ridge of a 

gable roof, comprising; 
(A) a cupola housing including 

(1) front, rear and opposed side surfaces that in 
terconnect with each other and with a top Sur 
face; 

(B) an adjustable base support depending from said 
housing and including 

(1) front and rear opposed adjustable support 
members having divergent mounting elements 
adapted to engage said roof at opposed sides of 
said ridge and 

(2) first and second adjustable side closure panels 
adapted to close off the space between the sides 
of said housing and said roof; 

(C) said divergent mounting elements each including 
(1) a pair of first panels pivotally connected to 
opposed corners of said housing for movement 
relatively thereof; and 

(2) a pair of second panels each slidably con 
nected to one of said first panels and pivotally 
connected to each other, whereby the angular 
relationship between said mounting elements 
may be varied relatively of said housing; and 

(D) means for controlling the adjustment of said ad 
justable support. 

2. An adjustable cupola for use on the ridge of a 
gable roof, comprising; 

(A) a cupola housing including 
(1) front, rear and opposed side surfaces that 

interconnect with each other and with a top 
surface; 

(2) said front, rear and side surfaces being nor 
mally in substantially vertical position; 

(B) an adjustable base support depending from said 
housing and including 

(1) at least one adjustable support member that 
has divergent adjustable mounting elements 
each having one end pivotally attached to said 
housing and having their opposed ends pivot 
ally connected to each other; 

(C) means for varying the overall length of said 
mounting elements 

(1) whereby the angle between said elements may 
be varied while said housing is in substantially 
vertical position; 

(D) said mounting elements of said adjustable support 
member having integral flanges projecting substan 
tially perpendicularly from the bottom edges thereof 
parallel to the surface of said roof; and 

(E) adjustable side closure panels closing off the space 
between the remaining sides of said housing and 
said roof. 

3. The device of claim 2 further characterized by the 
fact that said side closure panels include adjustable flanges 
disposed on the edges thereof said are normally disposed 
adjacent said roof whereby said side closure panels may 
be secured to said roof. 

4. The device of claim 2 further characterized by the 
fact that said adjustable mounting elements each include 
a pair of panels; said panels being adjustably intercon 
nected in overlying relationship to each other. 

5. The device of claim 2 further characterized by the 
presence of means for controlling the adjustment of said 
adjustable support members. 

6. A cupola for use on the ridge of a gable roof of the 
character described, comprising; 

(A) a cupola housing; 
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(B) a mounting frame depending from said housing References Cited by the Examiner 
and including UNITED STATES PATENTS 

(1) elongate support members each having one 515,482 2/94 Richmond 98-46 
end pivotally attached to said housing and hav- 7585io 4/04 Dickinson III.50 125 X 
ing, their opposed ends pivotally connected to 5 1322,711 11/19 Maifle 586 x 
each other and being adjustable to vary their 2,737,876 3/56 Smith. 98-42 
overall lengths 2,882,810 4/59 Goettl -------------- 98-42 X 

(a) whereby said guide members define V 
shaped support elements adapted to be re- HENRY C. SUTHERLAND, Primary Examiner. 
ceived on roofs of varying slopes. JACOB SHAPIRO, EARL J. WITMER, Examiners. 


