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To all whon, it inctly concern 
Be it known that I, XENOPHON O. How E, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Mirrors, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to mirrors, and has 

for its object to provide a new and improved 
mirror, of which the following is a descrip 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the mirror. Fig. 
2 shows the mirror held up to the light. Fig. 
3 is a section on line 33, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a 
view of the design-plate associated with the 
mirror. Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1. Fig. 
6 is a view showing the design-plate used as 
an advertisement. 

Like letters refer to like parts throughout 
the several figures. 

I have illustrated in the drawings a simple 
form of my device in order to make its appli 
cation clear. 

In carrying out my invention I provide a 
plate A of transparent material, preferably 
glass, provided with a mirrored surface A" 
and held in a suitable frame A of any de 
sired construction. Back of the mirror-plate 
A, I provide a design-plate B, carrying some 
Suitable design. This design may be a pic 
ture or may consist of words or figures or ad 
Vertising matter or a combination of various 
devices, and I do not limit myself in any man 
ner to the material or thing or descriptive 
matter placed upon this design-plate. The 
design-plate is also held in position in the 
frame A*. In making up my device I prefer 
to provide a second mirror-plate A, having 
the mirrored surface A", the design-plate be 
ing intermediate or between the two mirror 
plates. It is of course evident that one of 
these mirror-plates may be omitted, if desired, 
and I do not limit myself to the use of two 
Such plates. When these several parts are 
assembled, the device when acting by reflect 
ed light appears to be nothing but an ordi 
nary mirror, the design being concealed. 
When the device is held up to the light so as 
to act by transmitted light, the design is 
brought into view and can thus be clearly 
seen. When using my device as an adver 

tising medium, it may be desirable to place 
something upon the mirror-plate which will 
be exposed to view when the device is not act 
ing by transmitted light, indicating that the 
device is other than a simple mirror. For ex 
ample, I may place upon one of the mirror 
plates some such Words as “Look through the 
glass,’ as shown, for example, in Fig. 5, for 
without some such indication few people 
would know that the device was anything else 
than a mirror. As before stated, I may place 
upon the design-plate any suitable advertis 
ing matter, which may consist of pictures or 
the like or may simply consist of reading mat 
ter, as shown, for example, in Fig. 6. The 
design-plate B may be made of any suitable 
material-as, for example, glass or thin pa 
per, through which the light passes, or mica or 
any other suitable material-the only condi 
tion being that it is able to transmit light. 
The design may be placed upon this plate in 
any suitable manner, and I do not limit my 
self to any particular method of producing 
this design. - 
In using the word “design.' I do not limit 

it to any technical meaning, but intend by 
this word to cover any matter or thing which 
may be placed upon this design-plate or oth 
erwise associated with the mirror, 
Ihave described my device as having a sepa 

rate plate, upon which the design is placed; 
but it is of course evident that this design 
may be placed directly on the back of the 
mirrored surface of the mirror-plate, thereby 
obviating the use of an intermediate or addi 
tional plate. 

I have illustrated a particular form of my 
device and for the purposes of illustration 
have taken one of its simplest forms; but it 
is of course evident that these parts may be 
greatly varied Without departing from the 
spirit of my invention, and I therefore do not 
wish to be limited in any manner by the con 
struction shown. 
The mirror to be used in connection with my 

device may be made in any desired manner. 
For example, a suitable mirror may be made 
by omitting the heavy opaque backing usu 
ally applied to mirrors and using in its stead 
some transparent protecting-coating-such, 
for example, as shellac or the like. It is of 
course evident that any suitable mirrored 
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surface may be used which will allow the de 
sign to be seen when the mirror is held up to 
the light, and I of course do not limit myself 
in any particular to the manner in which this 
mirror is made or to the construction of such 
mirror. 

I claim 
1. As an article of manufacture, a device 

comprising a mirror-plate and a design asso 
ciated together, the design being concealed 
and the device constituting a mirror when 
acting by reflected light, the design being 
brought into view when the device is acting 
by transmitted light. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a device 
comprising a plate or the like having a re 
flecting mirror-surface on its back, a second 
plate in proximity to the first-mentioned plate 
and provided with a design, and a frame in 
which said plates are placed, both of said 
plates of material adapted to transmit light, 
said plates arranged to normally act as a mir 
ror, the design being brought into view when 
the device is held up to the light. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a device 
comprising two mirror-plates placed back to 
back and a design-plate carrying some suit 
able design intermediate or between said mir 
ror-plates. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a device 
comprising two mirror-plates placed back to 
back, an intermediate plate between the two 
mirror-plates carrying advertising matter, a 

frame holding said parts in position, the whole 
so arranged as to produce a double-faced mir 
ror, the advertising matter being normally 
concealed, except when the device is held up 
to the light. 

5. As an article of manufacture, a device 
comprising two mirror-plates placed back to 
back, an intermediate plate of material adapt 
ed to transmit light and carrying a suitable 
design, a frame extending around the outer 
edge of said plates, so as to hold them to 
gether, but leaving the faces of the two mir 
rors exposed on each side of the device, the 
whole so arranged as to produce a double 
faced mirror that ordinarily conceals the de 
sign, the design adapted to appear by vary 
ing the position of the device with relation 
to the observer's eye, so that it acts by trans 
mitted light instead of reflected light, 

6. As an article of manufacture, a device 
comprising a transparent plate provided at 
its back with a mirror-surface, a design back 
of said plate and mirror-surface and asso 
ciated there with so as to be held in proper 
position with relation thereto, the device con 
stituting a mirror when acting by reflected 
light, the design being brought into view 
when the device is acting by transmitted light. 

XENOPHON O. HOWE. 
Witnesses: 

DONALD M. CARTER, 
HOMER L. KRAFT. 
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