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This invention relates to an.arrangement for

" keeping and filing records and more-particularly.

to' 8- supporting structure  adaptable. as a work

desk simulating. a:movre or less conventional office

desk including readily accessible and - operable.

mechanism. materially simplifying handlingA of

records of variable thickness and weight. ‘
In record keeping, it is desirable that, wherever

possible, loose-leaf ‘or” detachable 1éaf prepared

sheets be employed for readyéntry, shifting and.
filing :and refiling. - Depending upon the nafure’

of the business to which the records may relate,
not only may- a plurality: of readily -accessible
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units - or independent volumes ‘he. desirable but -

these may vary considerably in weight and thick-
_ness.. Obviously, some of these records-may re-=
quire-frequent handling, while others may be em-

ployed-at only intermittent periods where refer-

ence. to their contents may be .only occasional.
It - may well be.expedient furthermore-to. dispose
certain records for ready availability while others
may be stored for perusal:or entry only on rarer
occasions. At the same time,; should any of these
records become somewhat bulky, it is desirable
that they may. be handled readily, efficiently and

with little time loss and expenditure of effort on-
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the part of the record keeper or anyone inspect- -

ing the records. At the same time, under-any
of the -aforementioned conditions; it may be de-
sirable that such records be readily removable for
filing changes, entry changes, or-removal to’ ‘per-
manent: filing or.storage, as the case may-be: -
Having these various desirable features inmind,
it is_one object of the present invention to pro-

vide a readily-accessible centralized arrangement -

_ simulating van: office desk of. table providing a
compact unit providing -both for exterior visible
filing. and for concealed -or inaccessible: filing
where: it . may be desirable to prevent inspection
of: certain records. by unauthorized persons. To

this end, there is prov1ded a desk in‘general hav-=

ing the appearance ‘of ‘a conventional office” desk

embodying a substantial work surface and a plu-

rality of filing and utility drawers, .which may,
if.desirable, be -secured and controlled from a
central general utility drawer which may in turn
‘be locked to secure all drawers in’ locked: condl-
tion.

~Another obJect re51des in the provision of com-
paratively simple filing mechanism -having. fea-
tures of ready attachment to and detachment
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. from a master or- main-supporting rack which .

may have ready mobility relative to the desk for
easier access for consultation, making of entries,
removal, shifting and such other acts as may be
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performed in the course of .general. use :50 that

an-operator or user may. bring the rack.closer to
him while: seated at the desk: or -may shift the =
same away from him to.pr ovide him with a-work-

~ing surface of substantial and unobstructed.area’

for work ‘other. than:that related. to filing-and .
keeping: records if necessary or:expedient. . Thus;
there. is.provided.a movable main rack in the na-
ture of an open face carrier preferably of a width
equal to, slichtly less than or even greater .than

-the longitudinal extent-or lateral” width of the
-desk top.  To avoid unduly limiting- the. surface .

of .the.desk top and thius provide a maximum
working surface; the rack ‘is-shiftable on guide
rails .or tracks’ supported on.the desk-top at the
lateral-edges.. This® carrier-includes a suitable
support. to-which one or more filing units may be
readily:applied: and. attached :and. which further
may provide ~for quick-lateral. displacement.to
render any of the units shiftable to a position to-
ward the: center or near the center-of the desk
top. At the same time, the arrangement per-
mits of disposing the units on the rack.remote
from the operator so as to be out of the way when
other routing matters may. be.more advanta-
geously performed.on a broad surface.

-'A further object resides in: the provision of ex-
pansible units lending- themselves. for quick as-
sembly of filing forms and mounting  and dis-
mounting from bhe rack above mentioned. This
is accomplished by readily variable length.sup-
porting studs or posts; quickly assembliable fas-
tening ‘elements for: securing files together and
to the rack, the latter securement or attachment
also being effected in such a manner as to so sup-
port the’ ﬁhng Units that. they may- be, readily
shifted to. ‘positions réndering any one accessuble'
for opening or separating of individual file sheets
in open ook fashion and this with a: ‘minimum
amount - of effort. Preferably, the attachment
means joining the units to the rack: are arranged
to provide & fairly balanced mount so that only
a fraction of the weight of the unit-and contents
need be bodily moved for exposute of the files.

Another object is directed to employment of
the desk drawers for similar filing. and keeping
racks having “all the advantages of the visible
or ‘exposed:files, yet; while providing for usé of
thé entire interior of the drawers, will not render
these drawers unduly bulky and awkward in han-
dling., The arrangement provided “for drawer
apphcatmn is such that only slight modification
ofa conventmnalk constructed desk dzawer is
necessary for its accommodamon

A further cbject contemplates the prov1sxon of




ment to-or detachment from the rack or drawer
may be effected. - : .

Other and further chbjects will appear from
the following defailed description of several
_preferred embodiments of the invention illus-
-trated in the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is'a frontal elevation of a desk em-
. bodying a movable, visible, external surface sup-

port carrying filing ‘units incorporating: features

of this invention, as well as drawers likewise in-
cluding normally invisible filing units;
Figure 2 is a plan view of the arrangement

shown in Figure 1 with some of the filing. tnits:
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-removed and certain of the drawers opened to -

illustrate concealable filing

units both file-con~
taining and empty; C : s

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken.

" substantially along the line 3—3 of Figure 1;

* Figure:4 is’an enlarged elevation of a-.detach=
‘able: filing” unit- embodying: features of: this: in=

" vention with parts:shown in section;

. Tigure 5is g .sidé elevation of the unit shown:

inPigure 4;.-

“.Figure 6 is a:fragmentary section of one end of:

the filing unit shiown in‘Figures 4 and 5, the sec-
tion:being taken glong the line 5§ of Figure:5;
. Figure 7 is a:further enlarged ‘section of the
filinig unit taken along the line —71 of Figure4;

Figure- 8 is a section-along: the line 8-:8:of -

Figure 43 SR - s :
_Figure' 9-.is-an’ enlarged. side elevation ‘of &
drawer. embodyihg . features of this invention
with .a portion’thereof in Section; = -
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-+ Figure 10'is'an-enlarged fragmentary elevation
of arsupporting:.bracket of plate associated- witl ,

the:drawer structure shown:in- Figure 9;-and’
*-Figure 11:4s an aiternative quickly manipulat-
“able: supporting ~ connection: for the individual
units employed in‘attaching these units to-a com-
dien Supporti: i . R
Referring more particularly to the drawings,
.there is disclosed a desk 28 having a preferably

flat-top side 21-and side depénding drawer carry-

ing sections 22°terminating in fioor engaging legs
8 ~These sections 22 may be suitably united by
- connecting portions 24 and 25;the former serving
as'a foot-rest, while the latter, disposed adjacent
-t~ and- under the top i may serve as a wide
drawer supporting’ element carrying g general
utility ‘drawer 28. Drawer Z0 may Le provided
with a-pull' knoli 2T and, if desired, with any
type -of° suitable-or conventional key lock 28
whereby thie  drawer may be secured in' closed
position from unauthorized operation or opening:
" 'Side'sections 22'may each be provided with one
or more drawers 28, which while shown prefer-

ably as of uniform size, need not be so, the size,-

shape-and’ number varying according to -need.
Preferably, these drawers may be slidably sup-
ported in -any conventional manner for with-
drawal frem the desk’ sections for ready aceces-
sibility to their interiors and the sections may be
provided: with suitable' gang locking mesiis pref-
erabli_f’cqntrolled by theé open or closed position
of drawer 26°so that Wwith the latter closed and
locKed, tlie drawers 2§ may. likswise be closed
. and’ locked o prevent  access to the contents
“thereof except by an authorized person. :
.. 'The exteriorly accessible ¥isible filing appara-
. tus .conformiifig ‘to' the present invention. com-~
prises ‘a movable, traveling support or rack.gen-
erally indicated at #5. comprising a bottom 31,
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a quick detachable, simply operable pivotal con~
nection for the filing units'so that quick attach-~

g vertically directed back wall 82 and end walls
33 and 34 suitably secured to both bottom and
back wall, thus leaving the carrier or rack opesn
at the front (that is, toward a file operator or desk
user) and top. Disposed on the top and prefer-
ably extending along both ends thereof fore and
aft are tracks 8% of channel section (although
some other preferred design might be employed)
such tracks being suitably secured to the top in
any desirable. manner,. although screws or bolts
36 are illustrated.  The ends of the rack 28 are
provided on the under side with a pair of aligned
rollers 37 carried by brackets 38 eithsr formed
integrally or attached to the bottom in any suit-
ablesor: desired manner. 'The rollers are of o size
and shape best suited for accommodation to the
tracks 25, Obviously, other types of suitably
complementdl tracks and rollers may be em-
ployed.as long as they provide for proper guid-
ifig of the rack without any accompanying bind-
ing..” Approximately: midwayi of the entd walls 33
and 3:adjacent the near edges thereof (the edges
nearest a:user) . there:is:secured: a transverse
substantial'rod- 8% which: provides:for a-two-fold

_burpese; that of substantially: bracing the end

walls of the rack-and serving:as:a-rail. forr a.pur-

pose. which: will ‘bzmove: fitlly: abpareitt: hereirp-

after.: o . - R o
Forfiling units.generally indieated:at 48 there

i provided-a: novelr arrangément: consisting: in

each:cass ofr @ malir SUPLOTHing eientent &4 pref-
erably formed. of angler material: for greater

Tigidity, one flange 42 having g plurality of:later~

ally directed.integrally. formed. or otherwise se-
cured: trunnion-like studs- &4. each- terminating:
in- a: reduced: end: &%: which: may: be threaded.
These-threaded: ends may- receive the’ threaded

" sockets: 48 of readily interchangeable: extension

studs 47 which-may in:turn have threaded: re=
duced-ends-48: for the:reception: of ceither: furthar
uniform: extension studs ‘er (as: showmr i Fig-
ures-4; 5 and 6)-,_terminal;studs~'l.li!;.the:ﬂtcp and:
bottom-ones of which-may:have reduced ends 5d:
while: the center: one: 48! has:- z reduced’ neck: 5i:

-adjaeent. its* free: end: which: in: turn. terminates

inva-head. 82. The:studs: and: their- extensions;
if- employed; serve as: binding posts: for: filing:
sheets-E8:suitably perforated:for threading theres
on: - The:reduced:ends 5& and B receive thereom
& limiting: bar 58 provided: with complemental:
recesses:or-apertures. 54 for ends:50:and: an: en-
larged:aperture 58 suficient to:pass:the head 52;
Aperture 55-is-s0 syranged: with- respect to: apar-
tures 54 and the-head:52.is.s0:disposed as:to pers
mit. threading of: the: bar 5% over- the' head and’
onto.the reduced. portion: 54 soias to-require: ver-
tical upward-shifting of the bar before threading:
of .apertures 5¢.0ver ends-§8:. Thus, upon-threads=
ing of the bar upon.the reduced free-ends: ofitHe:
studs, the lower edge-of aperture 55. engages: the:
under side-of the reduced: portion: & providinrg:
rigidity for the binding-post assembly: and: ak the:
same. time. not: disturbing the:parallelism: 6f the
plurality of pests. A catch plate 56: having: side
edge flanges 5% embracing the-edges of bax 53 for
slidable movement. thereon, asprovided: adjacent.
its. lower edge with:dewnwardly directed: slob or
notch §8 of a width adapting it for frictional. ens
gagement with.the reduced. portion 54 of exten-
sion 49/ behind: head: 52 and such- engagement:
presents.-a: detachable -yet: rigid connection: qft
bar 83 with the:ends-of the binding: posts. With
bar 8. fastened. in- place; the- filing; unit is rigids
and. so-secured:as-to. prevent.accidental displace:
ment. while at. the same- time; the: bar may be:
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qulckly and readlly removed for addltlons or re-
--moval of filed matter.
~HEach unit 40 is preferably. removably attached

to the:.rod 39 by a detachable connection. com-:
prising a downwardly hooked lug.59 rigidly sup->-

ported-upon flange 43 of the arigle member 41

the under edge of the hook conforming to: the:

contour of rod:29. which for the sake of provid=

ing' a ‘better pivotal connection, -is’circular in -

cross-section.  This'connection is completed by a

slidable upwardly directed hook 60 having flanges.

61-provided with parallel vertical slots: 62 en-

gaged over the.shanks of beaded studs 63 carried:
by flange 3. One end, the upper-of a coil spring:
64. bears against the: underside of the slidable:
ook 60, the lower end being anchored ‘against:

the upper flange of a lug 65 suitably rigidly se-

cured to flange 43 in-alignment with hook 60.

Thus, betwéeen hooks §3 and 60 they serve as op-
posed clamping jaws embracing rod -39." Due to
the yieldability of jaw '3, the gripping "action

israccompanied: by only slight friction’ permitting:

of ready pivoting- of  the unit 49 -about rod’ 38

froma filing position shown in Figure 3 to one:
with the normally upper end of the unit.in g po-.
sition resting on the top of the desk whereupon'
the fi.ed matter may be readily inspected. Since:

- the'lengths of the posts may be varied for con-
venience,; the filed matier may ke loosely carried
by the pesis to permit of opening in the manner.

of ‘a book for-making entries, if' necessary or de=

sired in the course of handling.

With the units 48 set-in the position shown in:
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Figure 3, the rack 29 may be moved from: the:.

position shown in Figure 2, forwardly or:toward
an-operator or user to any desired proximity to
such operator-or user.. Thus, inspection of or

access to any of the files carried by the rack 38

may be had just as readily by a person seated at
the desk as-by one standing adjacent to it. Since
the rack 38 may be moved away from the near
edge of the desk to the far edge, with: the filing
units folded away, the major: of the desk top is
available for use in other routine matters.

To provide for readily concealable filing of

matter or matter which need be inspected only.

infrequently, each of the drawers may also be
arranged to receive filing units of the character
above described. In adapting these units 40 to
such a drawer €9, it is preférable that one side
wall 78 extending the full ‘height of the drawer
while the opposite one Tl be of an extent some-
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wall'in the tase of a drawer in theright section,
as viewed in Figures 1 and 2. The inspection or
access position of the unit 1s shown in: dotted
lines‘in Figure 2. S

:Ag illustrated, the file vmts in position of non-
use are disposed in'vertically suspended position
relative to rods 39 and .12, Thus when it'is de-
sired to inspect the filed matter, to make neces-
sary entries or to withdraw or replace filed mat-:- .
ter, any of the units may be réadily rotated oub.
of such position about the supporting rods When ”
the carriers.(either carrier 85 or drawers 28) 2
shifted to suitable access positions. cnould 1L
be desired to displace any unit for one reason or:
another, this may be simply and easily accom- -~
plished by shifting hook 66.and removing the unit:
from its associated rod.: "It may well be desired"
that the units be of uniform size in which case’
they would be readily interchangeable from the:
exposed file to any drawer and vice versa.

In the event-that the arrangement is employed
in a business or enterprise where.the filing units- .
must be often removed or replaced, thére may.
bhe provided a simple readily accessible and oper-
able eonnection such; for éxample, as'shown in
Figure 11. In this case, there is 2 rigid hicok 88
suitably secured to the supporting element 41,
Opposc:l to this hook is‘a movsble hock 81 pro-
vided ‘with barrels 82 carriedon a hinge pin 83,
carried in ‘tuin by a pair, of ears or barrels 84
extending from a suppoltm_g plate 88 which may
be suitably ‘secured to the element 4 . Alspring
§6-is so interposed between piate 83 and hock 81
about'pin 88 to normally urge such hook toward'
hook '88. . The spacing between ‘these hooks’ is
sufficient to ‘preperly embrace. either rod 38 or
72 as the case may bel Hook &1 is further pro-
vided with a'rigid handle extension &7 which is
of a suitable/length to be readily presentable for:
access when-it is desired to remove the associatzsd
file.

Although in both forms-of connecting hooks
spring means are employed, the gripping action
in both cases on the rods 88 and T2 is of such fric-
tional extent as to permit of ready rotation of
the filing urit about ils support rod and at the
same time, ready longitudinal sliding of the unit

"..along the rod. ‘Thus, any unit may be slid first
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what less than half the depth of the drawer al- .

" though this may be varied as occasion demands.
A rod 12 similar in character to rod 39 of the ex~
posed rack or carrier 38 is anchored ab one end

85

in a recess in the forward wall 13 of the drawer

while the far end of the rod 72 may be removably
nested in an upwardly directed notch 74 provided
in a plate 18 secured to the inner face of rear
wall 78 ¢f the drawer.  The file unit' employed

is -in all respects like unit 40 and- is normally
" ‘disposed in-filing position in the manner shown
in full lines in Figures 2 and 9. When itis de-
sired to have access to the enclosed .or normally
concealed filing unit, the drawer is opened: and
the unit swung about rod 72 toward the. user
until the angle member 41 and bar 53 rest upon
the upper edge of the reduced wall ‘11 of the
drawer when the unit contents or files may be
sepzrate or unfolded for perusal or access for
. making entries. Obviously, the reduced. wall 41

of the drawer is preferably the one nearest the-:

user.so that this would be.the right wall of the
left section of drawers while it ' would be the left
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and then rotated or rotated first and then slid
along-the rod. ' It should be noted that the rods
39 and 72 are sufficiently spaced from the oppo-
site walls of the carrier and drawer to adequately
clear such walls in rotation.

While there are disclosed. several preferred
forms of the invention, it is intended to be merely
exemplary and not limiting. It should be ap-
parent to these skilled in the art that variations
may be resorted to without departing from the”
essence and spirit of the invention.

What is desired to be beculed by  Letters
Patent is: :

1. A filing desk comprlsmg a, base and a top,
guiding means carried by said. top, a carrier
adapted to travel along said guiding ‘means, a
drawer in - said ‘base, a rod carried by said car-
rier, a rod carried by said drawer, and filing
mechanism including means adapted to be glid-
ably connected with each rod for interchange-
able disposition of said filing mechanism.

‘2. A filing" desk comprising a base and g top,‘ )
'gmdmg means . carried -by said top, a carrier.

adapted to travel along sald guiding means, a
drawer in said base, a rod carried by said _carrler
and said drawer, and filing mechanism including-
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means: for: °elpct1VQ plvbtaL attashment ‘taseach:

“111rg ‘neehamsm ,ccampr;slq 4, mqvablex
calr;er a supporting red on said:carrier; a:filing;
element comprising a:main. supporting. element,

filing: posts- carried by -said:supporting; element;.
and a; detachable: connection, for attaching said:

same,. may; be; shifteds to- readily; disconnect: saida
filing element from said :supporiing: pivols : -
6;; Iry. combination, a,support; guiding: means

. thereens;. a carriers movable: along said: guiding;

filing; ‘element. to said: rod said: connection.comsy.

g -pﬂsmg,_a bﬁar ing-element; hookmg -over; said rogds

) : element: hogking;
‘uader <a‘d rod a*ld e‘fecth-,, With.sa.xd bearing:
element a..gripping bealmg providing: a mvotah
connecmun with said rod:

"4, Filing mechanism: comprising a. mevable:

ca*ner &, supporting, rod on- said;cargier, a. ﬁhng;
element comprising &, main; sueporting elem ents
filihe. posts carried: by said-supporting. element,
and-a; detachable co.n_nectx,_qn‘for\ attachin .s@a_d,
filing element to said rod; said:connection:coam-.
. prising a hearing element hooking -over: said.rod.
..and. a movable complemental element hooking
under said red, pressure means.adapied to cause;
-s2igd- complemental element to yigldingly engage.
said-rod-and effecting with said bearing element:
& gripping -bearing providing: a. pivotal connee-.
tion: with said rod; said, bearing: permitting; at:
the same time, shifting of: sa id: ﬁlin‘y element:
along said rod. . .
5. A filing -element adaﬁted to be dﬂt chably,}
connected to a supporting pivet comprising- &
base element, an element camad by :said-base
_element and including a rigid. hook. adapted: to
‘pivetally heatr on said pivot; aicooperating pivot-.
ing hook carried.by said-hase element in oppo-
sition m said rigid- hocok; whereby, both hooks,
may connect-the filing element to-the. suppr\r’wnT
' pivot, means normally urging’ sald pivoting hook.
toward: said rigid hook, and a handle extension:
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- drawer:inisaid base, a:rod carried by saidscazrier;. -

30;

. adaptedsto.be meunted:on: cash; ¢

means; in;, ane: direction. relative: to. sald support;.
as seco,nda guiding: means on - said; carrier;. and—
filingg meghanistahaving detachable. means;: slids.
ably.andirolatably; connecting said. filing mechs-.
anism;toxsaidzsegondaguiding:means whereby, the:
filing ; me ismy mays-be. disposed: selectivelys
eitherdinssaid;carrier-or,directly «on-saidisuppoxt.
Tz Ai fillng: desk compzising as base: and- top,.
movable . cayriers. in: said: base: and: on: sald: top;
respectively,, supporting: means:on: each- of: saidi

-cayriers; and filing: mechanism including: means.

for-removablysattaching: said mechanism.to said:
suppoerfing: means: whereby said: mechanism: may,
ba:interchangeably. disposed:selectiyely on:eithers
ofysaid carriers.

- 8. A _filing desk: comp‘”iszrg a: base: and:a,top,,

" gniging - means: carried: by said top:. a;i carrier:

agtapted to travel ‘along:saidszuiding, means,. a.
% rodscarried; by said:drawer, filing: mechanism:
and:means:
for- interchengeably.connecting said: meehanism:

selestively; to- either rod whereby:- filed matter.

may. bs: rendered: access‘kﬂa either: on. said: top:

orsab.the drawer:
8: A, filing desk.comprising: a bﬂS’é apd:e;. top,_‘
guiding: means: carried: by said: top; a. carrier:

- adapted to travel glong:said: guiding: means;. a.
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associated with said- pivoting hook whereby the.

drawer: in said:base; a rod:carried: by.each: saad
caxrier: and. drawer, and: filing, maechanism: in-.
cluding discennectible attaching.means.providing,
asconnectiomwithy either.ofsaid:rods whereby the:
filing:mechanism may . be. selectively. and;inter-,
changeably. mounted . on: either. of : said rods;,
MAZ GRUNT:




