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SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR PROCESSINGA 
FORM 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 5 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 
1 1/376,052, filed Mar. 14, 2006, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,920,299 
which claims the benefit of priority of provisional Applica 
tion No. 60/661,698, filed Mar. 14, 2005. application Ser. No. 10 
1 1/376,052 is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety. 
A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con 

tains material that is subject to copyright protection. The 
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc 
tion by anyone of the patent document or patent disclosure as 15 
it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent file or 
records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatso 
eVe. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 2O 

Image sensors are commonly used to obtain an image of an 
object, e.g., a physical document or a form, for processing 
markings of the object. For example, circuitry of the image 
sensor or in communication with the image sensor converts 25 
markings of the obtained image into data that can be machine 
processed. Example forms of which an image is obtained for 
processing of markings in the image are lottery playslips. An 
example playslip is a card, ticket, or other printed media that 
indicates a player's lottery number selections. It may be used 30 
by the player to purchase a lottery ticket having the indicated 
player lottery number selections. Markings of the lottery 
playslips are processed, e.g., for determining numbers 
selected by a player for an upcoming lottery drawing. 

It is conventional to use a linear image sensor to obtain the 35 
image for processing of markings of the image. For example 
a linear barcode scanner is used to obtain an image of a 
portion of a barcode, i.e., a representative line of the barcode. 
Individual sub-markings of the obtained line are converted 
into processable data in order for a processor to “read the 40 
barcode. Barcode scanners are commonly used in lottery 
applications. 
Where lines to be processed are not uniform, so that one 

line of markings is not representative of all other lines of 
markings, it is necessary for the linear image sensor to pro- 45 
gressively obtain a plurality of images, for example, one 
image per line. To do so, it is conventional for a user to 
tediously pass a hand-held linear image sensor over the object 
until all of the lines of the marking are obtained by the linear 
image sensor. The use of Such linear image sensors to obtain 50 
an image that includes a number of non-uniform lines of 
markings to be processed takes up much time and effort by the 
USC. 

It is also conventional for a linear image sensor to include 
a mechanical device either for passing the linear image sensor 55 
over the object or for passing the object by the linear image 
sensor. Such sensors are bulky, and the use of Such linear 
image sensors takes up much time. 

Furthermore, some forms include markings, the process 
ing of which is in accordance with a position of the markings 60 
with respect to the form. To process Such markings, it is 
conventional to provide a linear image sensor with an electro 
mechanical device to precisely position the form in a prede 
termined position with respect to the linear image sensor and 
to pass the form so positioned over a readhead of the linear 65 
image sensor. Since the form is positioned in a predetermined 
manner, a processor can process markings of the form accord 

2 
ing to the location of the markings in the precisely positioned 
form. For example, some lottery tickets, e.g., lottery playslips 
often include geometric shapes to be filled in by a user, e.g. 
fill-in squares, circles, etc. Each filled-in shape is processed as 
a particular number based on a position of the mark with 
respect to the ticket. It is conventional for an electro-mechani 
cal device to pass Such playslips over a readhead of a linear 
image sensor in order to obtain an image of the playslip for 
processing of the fill-in markings, for example as number 
selections for a lottery drawing. However such electro-me 
chanical devices are expensive. 

It is conventional to use an area-array image sensor to 
simultaneously obtain an image of numerous lines of a form, 
e.g., to simultaneously obtain all fill-in markings of a lottery 
playslip. However, an image of the same form sensed by the 
area-array sensor may vary depending on the form's position 
with respect to the area-array sensor. For example, for a 
particular sensing area sensed by the area-array sensor, the 
sensed image of the form consumes much or all of the sensing 
area when the form is positioned near the area-array sensor, 
and consumes less of the sensing area when the form is placed 
farther from the area-array sensor. Differences in the degree 
of tilt of the form with respect to the area-array sensor also 
result in differences in the image sensed by the area-array 
sensor. For example, ifa top side of a rectangular form is tilted 
away from the area-array sensor, the sensor senses the form as 
though it is of a trapezoidal shape. Such as that of the form 
image 100 illustrated in FIG.1. Since a change in the forms 
position or degree of tilt produces a change in the image 
sensed by the area-array sensor and therefore distorts the 
processing of the markings of the form, it is conventional to 
provide a stand in which to place the form, e.g., the playslip 
during image capture, so that the playslip is positioned in a 
predetermined manner with respect to the area-array sensor. 
However, such stands take up space, e.g., counter space at a 
lottery terminal. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram that illustrates an example of a tilted 
form. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram that illustrates example compo 
nents of an image processing System, according to an 
example embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an example form, according to an 
example embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart that illustrates an example procedure 
in which a lottery playslip may be processed, according to an 
example embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE 
EMBODIMENTS 

There is a need in the art for a system and method for 
processing markings of an image of a form sensed with an 
area-array sensor, without the use of a stand for positioning 
the form in a predetermined position with respect to the 
sensor. Some embodiments of the present invention generally 
relate to a system and method for obtaining an image of a 
form in order to process information in the form with an 
area-array image sensor, while the form is in free-space, e.g., 
without the use of a stand for precisely positioning the form 
with respect to the image sensor. The embodiments particu 
larly, though not exclusively, relate to sensing an image of a 
lottery playslip for processing markings of the playslip as a 
lottery entry. Some of the embodiments provide for aiding a 
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user to correctly position a form for input by aligning light 
patterns at indicated positions on the form. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram that illustrates example compo 
nents of an image processing system according to an example 
embodiment of the present invention. A data entry device, e.g. 
a Point of Sale (POS) terminal 201, may include an area-array 
image sensing device 202, e.g., a camera. The image sensing 
device 202 may include light Sources, e.g., light emitting 
diodes (LEDs) 204, that emit light. Alternatively, the light 
Sources may be positioned at other locations in the terminal 
201. The emitted light, when reflected on the surface of a 
form, may form a pattern that indicates how the form, for 
example a lottery or gaming playslip, is to be positioned with 
respect to the image sensing device 202. For example, light 
emitted from the LEDs 204 may form a pattern in the shape of 
a square when projected onto a form. This may indicate to a 
user at the terminal 201 that a form is to be placed, for 
example, so that the edges of the form are aligned with the 
sides of the square, so that the form is within the square. Such 
that each edge of the form is placed near a corresponding edge 
of the square, or so that the lines of the light-emitted square 
are placed within the form, each line close to a corresponding 
edge of the form. Alternatively, it may be predetermined that 
edges of a particular portion of the form are to be aligned with 
the sides of the square. Alternatively, the emitted light may 
form a pattern in the shape of, e.g., a single line that is to be 
positioned, e.g., in a box printed on the form. Any manner by 
which to indicate, with respect to the light-emitted pattern, a 
predetermined position in which to place the form may be 
implemented. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an example form, e.g., a lottery playslip, 
an image of which is intended to be recorded by the image 
sensing device 202 of FIG. 2, according to an embodiment of 
the present invention. In one example embodiment of the 
present invention, a form 300 to be processed may include 
markings 302 that are to be aligned with the light-emitted 
pattern of the image recording device. For example, the form 
may include four small markings 302 that each includes two 
lines that form a right angle. These markings may outline a 
square, where the markings are each printed at a different 
corner of the outlined square. A user may align the markings 
with the corners of the light-emitted square pattern of the 
image sensing device 202 in order for the image sensing 
device 202 to sense an image of the form for correct process 
ing of markings in the form. In an alternative embodiment, the 
form 200 may be correctly positioned when the markings 202 
are positioned within the light-emitted square pattern and 
placed close to the edges of the pattern. 

In an alternative example embodiment of the present inven 
tion, any predetermined light-emitted pattern may be used to 
indicate placement of a form to be processed with respect to 
the image recording device. For example, a circle, triangle, or 
even a single line may be used. For example, a form may 
include a narrow rectangular box, instead of the four mark 
ings 302. The image recording device may include lights that 
emit light in the form of a single line. A user may position the 
form so that the light-emitted line falls within the narrow 
rectangular box of the form. However, use of a light-emitted 
pattern that encompasses all four corners of the form may 
optimize minimization of the degree of the forms tilt during 
image sensing. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, the 
image sensing device 202 may sense an image of the entire 
surface of a form to be processed, e.g., form 300, simulta 
neously. Alternatively, where only a particular portion of the 
form 300 is to be processed, the image sensing device 202 
may record an image of the entire Surface of the particular 
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4 
portion of the form 300 simultaneously. Accordingly, the 
form300 need not be moved with respect to the image sensing 
device 202 during the image recordation in order to continu 
ously sense light reflected by sub-portions of the form 300. 
Both the image sensing device 202 and the form 300 may 
remain stationary, e.g., with respect one another, during 
image sensing. 

For example, the image sensing device 202 may include an 
area-array image sensor 206, e.g., that includes an array of 
light sensitive diodes to simultaneously sense light reflected 
by the entire surface of the form 300. The image sensor 206 
may convert the sensed light into electrical charges, and may 
convert the electrical charges into corresponding binary val 
ues that represent an image of the form 300 sensed by the 
image sensor 206. For example, the image sensor 206 may be 
a charge coupled device (CCD) or a complementary metal 
oxide semiconductor (CMOS). Example image sensing 
devices 202 may be the SX5000 from Symagery, the SI-1300 
from Silicon Imaging, and the IBIS406600 from Fill Factory, 
all of which are CMOS imagers. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, a form 
300 may be illuminated by ambient light. The form 300 may 
reflect the ambient light towards the image sensing device 
202. The image sensor 206 of the image sensing device 202 
may sense the reflected ambient light. The image sensing 
device 202 may sense an image of the form 300 based solely 
on the sensed reflected ambient light. 

In an alternative example embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the image sensing device 202 may include lights, e.g., 
LEDs 208, to illuminate the form300. For example, the LEDs 
208 may supplement any ambient light that may be illumi 
nating the form 300. According to this embodiment, the 
image sensing device 202 may sense an image of the form300 
even in an environment in which no ambient light illuminates 
the form 300. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, the 
image sensing device 202 may selectively sense particular 
portions of the form 300, such that the sensed image of the 
form 300 does not include particular markings of the form 
300. For example, the form 300 may include markings that 
instruct a user, e.g., a player, how to complete the form, and 
that are not intended for processing. The image sensing 
device 202 may record an image of the form without these 
instruction markings. 

According to this embodiment, the image sensing device 
202 may sense an image of a form300 excluding all markings 
of a particular color. Any markings of the form 300 not 
intended for processing may be printed in the particular color. 
For example, the image sensing device 202 may exclude from 
the sensed image any marking in the form 300 that is red. To 
exclude markings of a particular color from the sensed image, 
the image sensing device may include a color filter 210 that 
causes all markings of the particular color, e.g., red, to be 
sensed by the image sensor 206 as a blank area of the form. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, the 
terminal 201 may include a processor 212 to process mark 
ings in a sensed image of a form 300, e.g., binary values that 
represent the image. Alternatively, or in addition, a processor 
may be located at a location external to the terminal 201, e.g., 
at a server 214. According to this embodiment, the server 214 
and the terminal 201 may be connected via a network 215. 
Any conventional network may be used. Accordingly, pro 
cessing may be performed locally at the terminal 201 and/or 
at the server 214. For example, the types of processing per 
formed at the server 214 may be that which relates to an 
overall system, e.g., a lottery system, while processing per 
formed at the terminal 201 may be that which relates to the 
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execution of individual transactions within the system. The 
image sensing device 202 may transmit towards the processor 
212 the sensed image of the form 300. The processor 212 may 
process a marking within the image based on the location of 
the marking within the sensed image. For example, if a user 
filled in a circle located at an upper-left corner of a lottery 
playslip, the processor 212 may process a representation of 
the mark obtained from the image sensor 206 as an indication 
that a lottery player has chosen the number 1 as the first of a 
set of lottery numbers. The light emitted by the LEDs 204 
may indicate to a user to place the playslip in a particular 
position with respect to the image sensing device 202 so that 
the circle representing the number 1 of the first of a set of 
lottery numbers will be located at the upper-left corner of the 
sensed image. The processor 212 may accordingly correctly 
process markings within the playslip. 

According to an example embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the processor 212 may correctly process markings of the 
form 300 if the form 300 is placed with respect to the image 
sensing device 202 in any position that is within a range of 
proximally located predetermined positions. For example, 
the LEDs 204 may indicate to a user to place the playslip in a 
particular position with respect to the image recording device. 
The user may attempt to position the playslip in the indicated 
position but may mistakenly slightly shift and/or tilt the form 
from the indicated position. The processor 212 may be able to 
process markings of the form despite the shift or tilt, as long 
as the shift or tilt is not a very drastic shift or tilt by which the 
playslip is positioned out of a predetermined range of posi 
tions. 

The LEDs 204 may indicate an optimum position into 
which the user is to place the playslip. The processor 212 may 
be configured to recognize the markings of the playslip even 
if the top of the playslip is tilted forward or backward, e.g., up 
to 200 relative to the axis that is perpendicular to the playslip 
when positioned in the optimum position. For example, the 
processor 212 may be configured to recognize the tilt and 
correct the image before processing the markings so that the 
processor 212 may process markings of the image of the 
playslip as though the playslip was placed at the optimum 
position. Alternatively, the processor 212 may be configured 
to correctly process markings of an image of a playslip even 
without correcting a misplaced form 300. For example, the 
form 300 may include markings that may be positioned at a 
predetermined distance from one another, Such that when the 
form 300 is placed within any of a range of positions, each 
marking of the form 300 may always fall within a single 
corresponding predetermined area. The processor 212 may 
accordingly process the markings of the form 300 if the form 
300 is placed within any of the predetermined range of posi 
tions. In a further alternative example embodiment, the pro 
cessor 212 may convert the image to grayscale. The processor 
212 may then determine the extent of the shift or tilt angle. 
According to the determined position, the processor 212 may 
process the markings. For example, for each position within a 
predetermined range of positions, the processor 212 may 
process the image in a different manner. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, the 
processor 212 may be able to correctly process markings of an 
image of a form if the form is placed in a position that is within 
a distance range of six to eight inches from the image sensing 
device 202. 

According to an example embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the processor 212 may be configured for optical charac 
ter recognition (OCR), and may process alpha-numeric char 
acters, whether machine-printed or hand-printed, that are 
within a form 300, e.g., a sensed image of the form 300. For 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
example, a lottery playslip may include a series of blank lines 
above which a player may print selected numbers for a lottery 
drawing. The selected numbers may vary from playslip to 
playslip. The processor 212 may process the printed numbers 
of the image of the playslip sensed by the image sensing 
device 202. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, the 
light-emitted pattern of the image sensing device 202 may 
indicate for the form 300 a predetermined placement position 
with respect to the abscissa position of the form 300, the 
ordinate position of the form 300, the distance of the form300 
from the image sensing device 202, and/or the orientation of 
the form 300. For example, ifa playslip is positioned 12" from 
the image sensing device 202, a light-emitted square pattern 
of the image sensing device 202 may form towards the center 
of the playslip. For the pattern to properly form for example at 
the edges of the playslip, it may be required to move the 
playslip closer to the image sensing device 202. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, a 
predetermined position with respect to the rotational orienta 
tion of a form 300 to be processed may not be required. 
According to this embodiment, an orientation of a sensed 
image may be predetermined. The processor 212 may be 
configured to rotate a sensed image of the form 300 to the 
predetermined orientation. The processor 212 may then pro 
cess the rotated image. 

According to this embodiment, a form 300 may include 
markings 304 that indicate to the processor 212 a manner in 
which to rotate the recorded image. For example, the form 
300 may include markings 304 along two sides, e.g., adjacent 
edges, of the form 300. The processor may be configured to 
rotate a recorded image of the form until the two markings are 
located at a predetermined position, e.g., one marking 304 at 
a lower portion of a left side of the image, and the other 
marking 304 at a left portion of a bottom side of the image. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart that illustrates an example procedure 
in which a lottery playslip is processed, according to an 
example embodiment of the present invention. In step 400, 
LEDs of an image recording device may emit light to form a 
pattern according to which a lottery playslip is positioned 
with respect to the image recording device. The lottery play 
slip, or at least a portion of the lottery playslip that is to be 
processed, may have known dimensions. The LEDs of the 
image recording device may be tailored to the known dimen 
sions of the lottery playslip, in order to emit light, in step 400, 
So as to aid in the placement of the playslip that has the known 
dimensions. 
The image recording device may rely solely on ambient 

light to illuminate the lottery playslip. Alternatively, in step 
400, LEDs may be provided to emit light to supplement 
ambient light in illuminating the lottery playslip. 

In step 402, an image sensor, e.g. an area-array sensor, Such 
as a CCD or CMOS image sensor, or any conventional area 
array image sensor, may sense light reflected by a lottery 
playslip positioned with respect to the image sensing device 
according to the light-emitted pattern formed by the LEDs in 
step 400. 
The playslip may include instructions to a lottery player. It 

may not be required for the instructions portion of the lottery 
playslip to be processed, since the instructions may be 
intended only to convey information to the lottery player. 
These instructions may include instructions with respect to 
how to fill out the playslip, how to claim prize money, rules of 
the lottery game, and any instructions conventionally printed 
on a lottery playslip. The included instructions may be printed 
on the lottery playslip in red. A color may be provided in order 
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to exclude the red instruction markings of the lottery playslip 
during sensing of an image of the lottery playslip. 

In step 404, the image sensing device may convert the 
sensed light into electrical charges. In step 406, the image 
sensing device may convert the electrical charges into binary 
values. The binary values may represent an image of the 
lottery playslip. The represented image may exclude red 
instruction markings of the lottery playslip. In step 408, the 
image sensing device may transmit the binary values to a 
processor. The processor may be located in a lottery POS 
terminal. Alternatively, the processor may be located at an 
external location, for example, at a central lottery processing 
location, connected to the POS terminal, e.g., via a network. 
In an alternative embodiment, the processor may be inte 
grated in the image sensing device. In one embodiment, a 
plurality of processors may be provided. The various pro 
cesses to be performed may be divided amongst the plurality 
of processors. According to this embodiment, a processor 
may be located in the image recording device, at a location 
that is external to the image recording device and within the 
POS terminal, and at a location external to the POS terminal. 

In step 410, the processor may decode playslip markings. 
The processor may interpret the transmitted binary values as 
an image of the lottery playslip. The processor may interpret 
individual markings of the represented image. For example, 
the processor may determine from markings within the play 
slip the type of lottery game played with the lottery playslip, 
and may determine player selected numbers for the lottery 
game, e.g., for a future lottery drawing, a time of the entry, a 
date of a particular drawing, a bet amount, etc. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, after 
the processor processes the markings, the processor may 
transmit a message to a user that indicates the information the 
processor determined from the markings. In response, the 
user may indicate to the processor whether the processor 
correctly processed the markings. For example, the processor 
may display in a window within a display area of a graphical 
user interface. The processor may include the message and 
two buttons in the window. The user may click one button to 
indicate that the processor correctly processed the markings 
and may click the other button to indicate that the processor 
incorrectly processed the markings. If the user indicates that 
the markings were correctly processed, the processor may 
record the entry. Otherwise, the processor may return to 410 
and process the markings again. Alternatively, the processor 
may indicate to the user that the playslip is to be input a 
second time. This procedure may be repeated until the user 
indicates that the processor has correctly processed the play 
slip markings. 
The processor may output a receipt associated with the 

information obtained from the markings of the playslip. For 
example, in step 412, the processor may associate the player 
selected numbers with a particular barcode or other identifier. 
The barcode may be printed on the receipt. The receipt may be 
printed at the time of playslip purchase. For example, the 
barcode may be printed at the time of playslip purchase. 
Alternatively, the barcode may be pre-printed on a receipt 
portion of the lottery playslip. According to this alternative, 
the image sensing device may sense an image of both the 
number selection portion of a lottery playslip and the receipt 
portion of the lottery playslip. A lottery player may remove 
the receipt portion of the lottery playslip after the image of the 
playslip is sensed. In step 412, the processor may associate 
the player selected numbers to the barcode of the playslip 
receipt. If the playslip does not include a receipt portion, the 
processor may additionally, in step 412, generate a unique 
barcode to be associated with the player selected numbers of 
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8 
the lottery playslip. After processing of the playslip, the gen 
erated barcode may be printed on a receipt. The processor 
may store, e.g., in a central database, an identification of the 
barcode and its association with the player selected numbers. 

After a drawing associated with the playslip, the lottery 
player may present the receipt. The processor may access the 
central database to ascertain whether the lottery player is a 
lottery drawing winner. 

In an example embodiment of the present invention, a 
processor 212 of FIG. 2 may process markings of a sensed 
image of a form 300 of FIG.3 even where the form 300 is not 
precisely positioned according to a predetermined position 
during image sensing. According to this embodiment, the 
form 300 may be provided with at least one identifier, e.g., a 
barcode 306, the features of which are readily distinguishable 
by the processor 212 from other Surrounding markings, e.g., 
instruction markings, white space, and markings 308. The 
processor 212 may accordingly recognize the barcode 306 
from within the recorded image. The barcode 306 may be a 
receipt barcode or may be a barcode used only to process 
markings of the form 300. 

In one example embodiment of the present invention, the 
barcode 306 may indicate to the processor 212 away in which 
to process other markings 308 within the form. See, e.g., 
“Method and Apparatus for Providing and Processing Active 
Barcodes. Thomas K. Oram, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
10/698,152. For example, the barcode 306 may indicate that 
the processor 212 is to process a marking 308 positioned five 
inches above and a half an inch to the left of the barcode 306 
as the number 1 and as the first position of a set of selected 
numbers for a lottery drawing. The processor 212 may pro 
cess the barcode 306 and subsequently process markings 308 
within the image in accordance with the processed data of the 
barcode 306. Alternatively, the barcode 306 may indicate, 
with respect to the position of the barcode 306, positions 
within the sensed image of particular edges of the form. The 
processor 212 may accordingly ascertain the positions of 
each coordinate along the entire surface of the form 300 with 
respect to the sensed image. The barcode 306 may also indi 
cate to the processor 212 how to process markings at various 
positions with respect to the ascertained representation of the 
form Surface. Alternatively, the processor 212 may be config 
ured to process a marking according to the marking's position 
with respect to the ascertained representation of the form 
surface without further instructions of the barcode 306. 

In an alternative example embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the barcode 306 may omit processing instructions. 
According to this embodiment, the processor 212 may locate 
and recognize the barcode 306 from within the image, and 
may process markings 308 within the sensed image based on 
the position of the markings 308 with respect to the barcode 
306. 

According to an example embodiment of the present inven 
tion, an image sensing device may be provided that may sense 
an image of markings that are as narrow as one-hundredth of 
an inch. According to this embodiment, the barcode 306 may 
include a bar as narrow as one-hundredth of an inch. 

According to the embodiment in which a form includes an 
identifier, Such as a barcode, to aid in the processing of form 
markings, in step 400 of FIG. 4, provision of a light-emitted 
pattern according to which the lottery playslip is positioned 
may be omitted. Instead, in step 409, the processor may locate 
the barcode that aids in the processing of markings. In step 
410, the processor may decode the playslip markings accord 
ing to the barcode located in Step 409, e.g., according to a 
position of the markings with respect to the barcode, as dis 
cussed above. 
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In one example embodiment, the processor may process 
markings of a number of different types of forms. For 
example, different forms may be used for different lottery 
games. Different barcodes may be included for the different 
form types. The processor may determine how to process 
markings based on the particular barcode included in the 
form. For example, before proceeding to 410, the processor 
may identify the barcode included in the form. 

Those skilled in the art can appreciate from the foregoing 
description that the present invention may be implemented in 
a variety of forms. Therefore, while the embodiments of this 
invention have been described in connection with particular 
examples thereof, the true scope of the embodiments of the 
invention should not be so limited since other modifications 
will become apparent to the skilled practitioner upon a study 
of the drawings, specification, and following claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for processing entry markings of a form hav 

ing at least one alignment marking and a plurality of entry 
markings, comprising: 

capturing an image of the form with an area-array image 
sensor when the form is within a predetermined range of 
positions in free-space relative to the sensor without 
requiring relative movement of the sensor and the form; 
and 

interpreting the image of the form, with a processor, to 
determine a first entry selection based at least in part on 
the position of a first entry marking with respect to the at 
least one alignment marking in the image. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
interpreting the image of the form, with a processor, to 

determine a second entry selection based at least in part 
on the position of a second entry marking with respect to 
the first entry marking in the image. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of entry 
markings on the form indicates a set of numbers for a lottery 
drawing. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one align 
ment marking is printed on the form and the plurality of entry 
markings are handwritten on the form. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the predetermined range of positions includes an optimal 

position; and 
the processor is configured to determine a difference 

between an actual placement position of the form within 
the predetermined range of positions when the image 
was captured and the optimal position, and to interpret 
the image to decode the entry markings based, at least in 
part, on the determined difference. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
transmitting a message indicating the first entry selection 

determined from the first entry marking. 
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
generating a receipt indicating the first entry selection 

determined from the first entry marking. 
8. An article of manufacture comprising a computer-read 

able medium having stored thereon instructions adapted to be 
executed by a processor, the instructions which, when 
executed, define a series of steps to be used to control a 
method for processing a lottery playslip, the method compris 
ing: 

capturing, with an area-array image sensor, an image of the 
playslip in free-space without requiring relative move 
ment of the sensor and the playslip, wherein the playslip 
comprises at least one form marking and a plurality of 
playslip markings; and 
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10 
interpreting the image of the playslip, with a processor, to 

determine at least a first entry selection based on the 
position of a first playslip marking with respect to the at 
least one form marking in the image. 

9. The article of claim 8, further having stored thereon 
instructions adapted to be executed by a processor, the 
instructions which, when executed, further comprise the step 
of: 

interpreting the image of the playslip, with a processor, to 
determine a second entry selection based at least in part 
on the position of a second playslip marking with respect 
to the first playslip marking in the image. 

10. The article of claim 8, further having stored thereon 
instructions adapted to be executed by a processor, the 
instructions which, when executed, further comprise the step 
of: 

transmitting a message indicating the entry selections 
determined from the plurality of playslip markings in the 
image. 

11. The article of claim 8, wherein at least one of the 
plurality of playslip markings in the image of the playslip is 
interpreted to determine entry numbers for a lottery drawing. 

12. The article of claim 8, further having stored thereon 
instructions adapted to be executed by a processor, the 
instructions which, when executed, further comprise the step 
of: 

generating a receipt indicating the entry selections deter 
mined from the plurality of playslip markings in the 
image. 

13. The article of claim 8, wherein the entry numbers are 
indicated in the playslip image by the positions of the plural 
ity of playslip markings that are handwritten on the playslip. 

14. A method for facilitating play of a game, comprising: 
sensing an entry form having entry markings and at least 

one alignment marking in free space; 
capturing a digital image of the entry form with an area 

array image sensor when the at least one alignment 
marking is within a predetermined range of positions in 
free-space relative to the area-array image sensor, with 
out requiring relative movement of the area-array image 
sensor and the entry form; and 

interpreting the digital image, with a processor, to decode 
the entry markings on the entry form based, at least in 
part, on the positions of the entry markings with respect 
to the at least one alignment marking in the digital 
image. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the entry markings 
are decoded to determine player game entries. 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the entry markings 
are handwritten. 

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the-entry markings 
indicate a set of numbers for a lottery drawing. 

18. The method of claim 14, wherein the entry markings 
are decoded in accordance with their relative positions within 
the image of the entry form. 

19. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
emitting a pattern of light that indicates a predetermined 

range of positions with respect to the area-array image 
sensor for placement of the entry form in free space. 

20. The method of claim 14, wherein: 
the predetermined range of positions includes an optimal 

position; and 
the processor is configured to determine a difference 

between an actual placement position of the form within 
the predetermined range of positions when the image 
was captured and the optimal position, and to interpret 
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the digital image to decode the entry markings based, at 
least in part, on the determined difference. 

21. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
transmitting a message indicating the player game entries 

determined from the entry markings on the entry form. 
22. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
generating a receipt indicating the player game entries 

determined from the entry markings on the entry form. 
23. A method for processing form markings, comprising: 
emitting light that when reflected on the surface of a form 

forms a pattern that indicates an optimal position, within 
a predetermined range of positions in five space for 
placement of the form with respect to an image sensor; 

capturing an image of the form with the area-array image 
sensor, when the form is within the predetermined range 
of positions in free-space, without requiring relative 
movement of the area array image sensor and the form; 

determining a difference between an actual placement 
position of the form when the image was captured and 
the optimal position; 

interpreting the image of the form based on the determined 
difference, and 

decoding at least one marking in the image based on a 
position of the at least one marking in the interpreted 
image. 

10 

15 

12 
24. The method of claim 23 wherein emitting light further 

comprises emitting light with a light emitting diode. 
25. The method of claim 23 wherein: 
determining a difference between an actual placement 

position of the form when the image was captured and 
the optimal position further comprises identifying a first 
alignment mark in a vicinity of a first edge of the form in 
the image and a second alignment mark in a vicinity of a 
second edge of the thrm in the image; and 

interpreting the image of the form based on the determined 
difference further comprises rotating the form to an ori 
entation of the optimal position based on the first and 
second alignment marks. 

26. The method of claim 23 wherein capturing an image of 
the form with the area-array image sensor further comprises 
simultaneously capturing an image of an entire Surface of the 
form. 

27. The method of claim 23 wherein decoding at least one 
marking in the image based on a position of the at least one 
marking in the interpreted image further comprises decoding 
the at least one marking as at least one selection for a set of 
numbers for a lottery drawing entry. 
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