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The present invention relates to clothespins, and par-
ticularly to clothespins of the type which are normally
retained on the clothesline.

The primary object of the invention is to provide a
clothespin having means for retaining the clothespin on
a clothesline while the clothesline is moved around a
pulley.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
clothespin formed of an integral cast structure while pro-
viding a spring tension clasp for securing the pin to the
clothesline and for securing clothes in the clothespin.

A further object of the invention is to provide a
clothespin of the class described above having means
thereon for clamping the clothespin to a clothesline in
a manner to prevent rotational movement of the pin
on the line.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
a clothespin of the class described above which is in-
expensive to manufacture, easy to use, and which effec-
tively secures clothes to the clothesline for drying.

Other objects and advantages will become apparent in
the following specification when considered in the light
of the attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary side elevation of a clothes
pulley and clothesline illustrating the invention attached
thereto.

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical cross-section taken
along the line 2—2 of Figure 1, looking in the direction
of the arrows.

Figure 3 is an enlarged vertical cross-section taken
along the line 3—3 of Figure 1, looking in the direction
of the arrows.

Figure 4 is a transverse section taken along the line
4—4 of Figure 3, looking in the direction of the arrows.

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse section
taken along the line 5—5 of Figure 1, looking in the
direction of the arrows.

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the clothespin.

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 3, illustrating a
modified form of the invention.

Referring now to the drawings in detail wherein like
reference characters indicate like parts throughout the
several figures, the reference numeral 10 indicates gen-
erally a clothespin constructed in accordance with the
invention.

The clothespin 10 is used with a rope clothesline 11
having its opposite ends supported in a pulley 12 mounted
on a yoke 13. A pivot pin 14 secures the pulley 12
to the yoke 13 for rotary movement thereon.

The clothespin 10 is formed of a suitable plastic
and includes a pair of elongated lever members 15, 16
arranged in spaced apart generally parallel relation and
integrally connected adjacent their mid-portions by an
arcuate spring forming bar 17. The lever members 15,
16 are transversely curved om their outer faces and
have their adjacent faces substantially flat. The lever
members 15, 16 have their opposite ends tapering in-
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wardly to give the clothespin 10 the approximate shape
of a cigar. )

The lever members 15, 16 are provided with handle
extensions 18, 19 respectively at one end. The lever
15, at the end thereof opposite the handle 18, is provided
with an inwardly extending transverse tooth 20. The
lever 16, at the end thereof opposite the handle portion
19, is provided with a pair of spaced apart transverse
teeth 21 which engage on opposite sides of the tooth
20, as best seen in Figure 2, to provide means for grasp-
ing clothes therebetween.

Between the arcuate spring bar 17 and the teeth 20,
21, the lever 15, on the side thereof adjacent the lever
16, is provided with an inwardly sloping portion 22
closely adjacent the spring bar 17. The lever 16 is
provided with an inwardly sloping portion 23 arranged
in opposed relation to the portion 22.

The sloping portions 22, 23 are each provided with a
pair of spaced apart transversely extending teeth 24
arranged to bite in and grip the rope 11 to prevent the
clothespin 10 from turning thereon.

The arcuate spring bar 17, sloped portions 22, 23,
and teeth 20, 21 are longitudinally arcuately grooved
as at 25 on each side of the clothespin 10, as can be
best seen in Figure 4, to permit the rope 11 to lie closely
to the side of the clothespin 10 while passing around the
pulley 12.

In Figure 7 a modified form of the invention is illus-
trated wherein a clothespin 10a is provided with spaced
apart lever members 154, 164 integrally connected by an
arcuate spring bar 17z intermediate the opposite ends
thereof. A flat metallic spring 26 is embedded in the
levers 15z, 16z and extends through the spring bar 17a
to provide additional spring tensioning means for the
clothespin 10a.

In the use and operation of the invention, the clothes-
pin 10 has the handle portions 18, 19 pressed together
to open the inwardly sloped portions 22, 23 as wide as
possible and the clothespin 10 is then forced downwardly
onto the rope 11 so that the rope 11 moves upwardly
between the inwardly sloped surfaces 22, 23 and lodges
against the transverse arcuate spring bar 17, as shown
in Figure 2.

The teeth 24 become embedded in the rope 11 prevent-
ing the clothespin 10 from turning on the rope 11.
Clothes are grasped between the teeth 20, 21 by opening
the clothespin 10 pressing on the handle portions 18, 19
thereof and releasing so that the spring tension from the
spring bar 17 presses the teeth 20, 21 together to grip
the clothes.

The cigar shape of the clothespin 10 assists in guid-
ing the clothespin 10 into the pulley 12 so that the
clothespin can pass through the yoke 13 supporting the
pulley 12 without snagging or becoming dislodged from
the rope 11. Obviously, the clothespins 10 only pass
around the pulley 12 after the clothes have been dis-
engaged from the teeth 20, 21.

It should be understood that as many teeth 20, 21
as are required as well as other structural modifications
and adaptations may be resorted to without departing
from the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is: .

1. A clothespin for use on endless clotheslines of
the type including a line trained around a pair of spaced
pulleys for movement therearound, comprising a pair of
levers, each of said levers having an outer face and an
inner face, said inner faces of said levers being in spaced
apart confronting relation, an arcuate spring bar integrally
connecting said inner faces of said levers intermediate
the opposite ends thereof, means adjacent said arcuate
spring bar on said inner faces of said levers for gripping
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said line therebetween, and means on the lower end of
said levers for grasping clothes therébetween, said arcuate
spring bar, said means for gripping said line and said
means for grasping said clothes each being longitudinally
arcuately grooved on opposite sides of said clothespin
whereby said line will lie closely to said sides of said
clothespin while said clothespin is passing around said
pulley.

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 wherein each of
said levers has its outer face transversely arcuately curved
whereby said outer faces will nest more readily in the
grooves of said pulleys to facilitate passage thereabout.

3. A device as claimed in claim 2 wherein said levers
each have the opposite ends thereof tapered to assist in
guiding said clothespins into the grooves of said pulleys.

4. A device as claimed in claim 3 wherein said means
for gripping said line comprise a plurality of trams-
versely extending teeth formed integrally on said con-

10

15

4

fronting ‘inner faces of each of said levers for engaging
in said line to prevent rotation of said clothespin about
said line, said teeth when engaging in said line being sub-
stantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of said line.
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