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To all, uhon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMF. KENTOFF, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Safety Key-Fasteners; and I do 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 
This invention relates to new and useful im 

provements in portable devices for use in con 
nection with locks for preventing the key from 
being withdrawn therefrom; and it consists in 
the provision of a key-retaining member pro 
vided with an enlarged end which is designed 
to be inserted edgewise in the keyhole and 
turned a one-half revolution, whereby the pro 
jecting edges of the enlarged end may be held 
against the opposite edges of the keyhole in 
the casing of the lock, and in the provision of 
a spring-actuated washer carried on said mem 
ber and bearing between the same and the loop 
and handle end of the member, whereby the 
inner end of the key-holder is held in a hori 
Zontal position, thereby preventing the with 
drawal of the key until the member has first 
been removed. 
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The invention will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed and then specifically defined in the ap 
pended claim and is clearly illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, which, with the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part 
of this application, and in which drawings 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved device shown as fastened in a keyhole. 
Fig. 2 is a transverse section through a por 
tion of a door and lock, showing the manner 
in which the member for preventing the key 
being removed is held within the casing of the 
lock and in the path of the tongue of the key, 
thereby preventing the latter being removed. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view through the 
lock, showing in side elevation my improved 

elevation; and Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail 
view of the member itself. 

Reference now being had to the details of 
So 

the drawings by letter, A designates a portion 
of a door having a lock therein, and B an es 
cutcheon for the keyhole, and Cdesignates one 
of the walls of the lock, having a keyhole C 
therein. . 

The device forming the subject-matter of my 
invention comprises a metallic member E, hav 
ing a finger-loop E at one end, while its op 
posite end is broadened and provided with 
tapering edges and its other faces parallel and 
flattened somewhat. Mounted upon the shank 
portion of said member is a washer G, and a 
spring K is interposed between said washer 
and the finger-engaging end of the member. 
In adjusting the device in place within the 

lock the key N is inserted in the lock and 
turned so that its tongue end will be in sub 
stantially a position at right angles to the 
keyhole-aperture in the casing of the lock, 
and after the bolt has been thrown into locked 
relation said member is inserted edgewise 
through the escutcheon and into the keyhole 
in the wall of the casing of the lock. As said 
member is pushed into the keyhole the washer 
on the shank portion thereof will come in con 
tact with the outer face of the escutcheon, and 
a slight pressure will be required to insert 
the member, so that its inner end will enter 
the keyhole-aperture in the casing of the lock. 
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After the inner flaring end is inserted edge 
wise through the keyhole of the casing it is 
partially turned, so as to be at right angles to 
the length of the keyhole, and the pressure of 
the spring will cause the same to be held at 
rightangles to the length of the keyhole-open 
ing in the casing, and the opposite inclined 
edges of said member will engage and be se 
curely held to the opposite edges of the keyhole 
in the casing and in the path of the tongue of 
the key, thus preventing the same from being 
withdrawn from the lock. 
When it is desired to remove the member 

from the lock, the operator merely pushes in 
upon the member, imparts a partial turn to 

device for preventing the removal of keys in the same, and the device is easily removed. 
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From the foregoing it will be observed that 
my invention may be easily attached and ap 
plied to any lock and may be carried conven 
iently for use in hotels and other places. 

It will be noted that, if desired, the opera 
tor may lock the door from either side and 
remove the key from the lock, then insert in 
the lock the key-retaining member provided 
with an enlarged end, which is designed to be 
inserted edgewise in the keyhole and turned 
a one-half revolution, whereby the projecting 
edges of the enlarged end may be held against 
the opposite edges of the keyhole in the cas 
ing of the lock, thereby making it impossible 
for any person to insert a key in the lock from 
the opposite side of the door, thus making it 
a valuable device for use by traveling men and 
others, for use in hotels, public buildings, pri 
vate houses, &c. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 
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what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
A device for preventing a key from being 

turned in a lock comprising a member having 
a shank portion with a T-shaped end adapted 
to be inserted through a keyhole longitudi 
nally therewith and turned at right angles to 
engage the opposite marginal edges of the 
keyhole, a head at the opposite end of the 
shank portion, and a spring adapted to bear 3o 
between said head and the marginal edges of 
the keyhole opposite the edges engaged by 
said T-shaped end, as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAME, KENTOEF, 
Witnesses: 

JoHN J. CURRAN, 
ROBERT W. STEWART, 
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