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To aid, whon, it may conce77, 
Be it known that I, JoHN O. FosTER, of 

Waterman, in the county of DeKalb and State 
Of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Devices for Preventing 
Horses from Cribbing; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description thereof, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, and to the letters 
of reference marked thereon, which form a 
part of this specification. 
This invention relates to devices for prevent 

ing the “cribbingº of horses, and more par 
ticularly to that class of such devices which 
are placed upon or worn around the neck of 
the horse, andare provided withpoints or spurs, 
Which are caused to prick the skin when the 
horse attempts to “crib by the distention of 
the neck which takes place during. the act 
mentioned. . . 
The object of the invention is to provide an 

improved construction in the class of devices 
above mentioned; and it consists in the mat 
ters hereinafter described, and pointed out in 
the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is a 

view of the head and neck of a horse, showing 
the collar in place. Fig. 2 is a central sec. 
tional view of the collar. Fig. 3 is a transverse 
Section upon line a a of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a 
fragmentary sectional view of the collar, show 
ing a modified form of the device. 
The principal portion of the device, or the 

collar proper, consists of a strip, A, of metal, 
which is curved to fit the lower part of the 
neck ofthehorse, and a strap, B, secured to the 
outside surface of said strip by means of rivets 
b, and having ends which pass over the neck 
and are buckled together, as at b'', so as to se 
cure the strip in place. The strip A is pro 
vided in its portion which comes beneath the 
horse's neck when in place with a series of in 
Wardly-projecting points or spurs, a, and a 
yielding protecting strip or guard, C, is sup 
ported over the points of said spurs, so as to 
prevent them touching the horse, except when 
the under part of the throat is distended so as 
to press the skin down upon the points there 
of. The guard-strip C is preferably made of 

5o rubber, leather, or other flexible material, and 
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is attached at its ends to a covering-strap,B, 
and at its sides either to the side of the strap 
B or to a supplementary strap, B, placed be 
tween the strip A and strap B, as shown more 
plainly in Fig. 3. In the construction shown 
the covering-strap B at one side of the device 
is composed of the end of the strap A, which 
is doubled to hold the buckle, and secured upon 
the inner face of the strap A, as shown at the 
left hand in Fig. 2. A series of apertures, c, is 6o 
formed in the said guard-strip C, opposite the 
points of the spurs, through which said points 
may pass when the guard-strip is pressed down 
upon them. In order to effectually prevent the 
accidental exposure of the points of the spurs a 65 
above the guard C, a series of spirally-coiled 
springs, a, are preferably placed upon the said 
spurs, which hold the said guard above the 
points of the spurs, except when it is pressed 
directly down upon them, as before described. 7o 
The strip A is preferably composed of iron or 
steel. The spursaare preferably riveted to the 
said strip, but may be secured thereto in any 
desired or preferred manner, and the springs 
a? are held at their lower ends by having the 75 
ends of the wire thereof passed through aper 
tures in said strip, as shown. 

In Fig. 4 a modified form of the device is 
illustrated, in which the springs care dispensed 
With, anda rigid guard-strip, C, which is con- 8o 
nected to the strip A at its ends by means of 
elastic straps D, is placed above the spurs (t. 
The guard C is provided with perforations c, 
for the admission of the said spurs, and is per 
mitted to yield downwardly by the elasticity 85 
of the straps D, so as to allow the Spurs to 
pass through said perforations. In this case 
a covering, E, of cloth or other suitable mate 
rial, is preferably placed over and around the 
spurs and guard mentioned, as shown in Fig. 
4, the points of the spurs passing through said 
cloth when the guard is depressed. The cloth 
covering E may be held in place in any suit 
able manner, as by securing its edges between 
the strap B and a strap, B, interposed be 
tween the strip A and strap B. The guard 
constructed as first described is preferred, 
however, on account of its more simple con 
struction, and because the guard, being of a 
flexible material, will conform to the shape of IOO 
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the horse's neck, and will yield at any part of 
its length upon which pressure is brought, so 
that the spurs will project above its surface. 

By bending the guard Caround the spurs, 
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the metal parts are 
protected from dustand moisture, and the col 
lar is given a more finished and pleasing ap 
pearance. Such construction serves, also, to 
prevent suspicion in the mind of an animal of 
acute perceptions as to the true nature of the 
device previous to its application. 
A ring, l, may be attached to the collar, as 

shown, to which a rope or strap may be at 
tached for the purpose of securing the house 
in the stall or elsewhere. 

I claim as my invention 
1. In a device for the purpose stated, the 

combination, with a metal strip.A, provided 
with spurs a, and with a strap, B, for Secur 
ing said strip in place, of a flexible perforated 
guard, C, and springs for supporting said 
guard, substantially as described. 

2. In a device for the purpose stated, the 
combination, with the metal strip A, provided 
with spurs (t, and with a strap,B, of a perfo 

rated guard, C, and spiral springs a?, placed 
around said spurs a, between the said strip A. 
and guard C, substantially as described. 

3. In a device for the purpose stated, the 
combination, with the strap B and the strip.A, 
provided with spurs (t, of a flexible guard, C, 
bent over the spurs and secured at its edges to 
said strap, and of springs a, placed upon the 
spurs, for upholding the said guard, substan 
tially as set forth. 35 

4. In a device for the purpose stated, the 
combination, with the strap B and the strip.A, 
provided with spurs a, of covering-straps B, 
and a flexible perforated guard, C, secured at 
its ends to the said straps B and at its edges 
to the strap B, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention affix my signature in presence 
of two witnesses. 

JOHN O. FOSTER. 
WIWitnesses: 

ROBERT HUMIPHIREY, 
J. R. GRIFFITH. 


